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THESPIANS
REORGANIZE

BLACKFRIARS
GUILD

With its first meeting on October] 
11, the dramatic society got off to a 
fine start with an enrollment of seven
ty members. Formerly known as the 
Foot-Lighters, it is reborn to Junior 
College under the new title, Black- 
friars Guild.

In the past, the record of the old 
Foot-Lighters has been admirable. In 
1939, under the able direction of Mrs. 
James Halsey, a thesis drama, 
“ R-U.R.”  by Anton Capek, was pro
duced at Central High School. The 
years 1941-1942 saw this same group 
come through with two hits: “ Pure As 
the Driven Snow”, by Paul Loomis, 
and Mark Twain’s “ A Connecticut 
Yankee” . These latter productions 
were under the capable supervision of 
Miss Emily Morrissey, our versatile 
college librarian.

With such an illustrious background, 
and their new policy, which- consists 
of a production each semester, and a 
trip to New York to witness a Bread
way show, we are sure to hear a great 
deal from the school’s thespians.

The new officers of the Blackfriars 
are as follows:
President..........  Michael Chiapetta
Vice-President...............Ted Kramer
Secretary .......................Alice Morrell
Treasurer................Dorothy Edwards

NOT ONLY FOR 
FRESHMEN

Y ou Should Know It

A LM A  M ATER HYMN
Our Alma Mater, pioneer and leader,
To thee our praise and loyalty we sing.
Our noble college, nestling ’mong the 

maples,
Thy fame and honor through the world 

shall ring.

Blue, dashing waves that foam upon 
the sea shore

Lend their endurance and their 
strength to thee.

Off in the distance, curling smoke of 
factories

Give inspiration to all industry.

Thy stately halls have fostered our 
ambitions;

Our aspirations, etched with flaming 
light;

Knowledge, vouchsafed, and legion 
friends accorded;

Service revealed, on Truth’s great 
shining height.

Down through the years, the mellow, 
golden seasons,

Mem’ries of thee in all our hearts will 
cling;

These joyous days return in glad re
membrance;

Then once again our love and praise 
well sing.

JCC READIES FOR SCRAP DRIVE
NEW GUIDANCE ADVISOR
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HALLOW E'EN PA R TY  
SPOTLIGHTS COMING 

SOCIAL A CTIVITIES
Wistaria Hall will be the scene of 

the Annual Hallowe’en party on Satur
day night. October 28, everyone is 
invited.

Highlights of the evening will be a 
fortune teller, available to all. There 
will be dancing, ducking for apples, 
and other entertainment.

Costumes are suggested to complete 
the Hallowe’en atmosphere.

Dan MacaPdden is general chair
man for the party.

Elyce Martoccio heads the Decora
tion committee, assisted by the 
Kochiss twins, the Walsh twins, and 
Jim Southouse. Dorothy O’Brien is 
chairman of refreshment committee 
assisted by Sophie Bertas, Diddy Van 
Valkenburg, Beverly Gaito, Eleanore 
Bellan.

SCRIBE HAS FACE LIFTED

PAPER TO BE 
COLLECTED A T 

FRONT STAIRW AY

D R . H . A . BEC K E R

The newest member of our faculty 
is Dr. Harry A. Becker. Before Dr. 
Becker came to J. C. C. he was Guid
ance Instructor at Hamden High 
School in Hamden, Conn., instructor 
of psychology at Arnold College, New 
Hax,en, and Special Consultant in the 
Guidance State Department of educa
tion.

Dr. Becker attended Yale, Harvard, 
Columbia and the University of Conn.

He was quoted as saying, “ I came 
to J. C. C. because I think it is an insti
tution with a future, and I was im
pressed by the quality o f the members 
of its staff and the standing of the 
college.

The College welcomes Dr. Becker to 
its staff and wishes him success in all 
his undertakings.

DANCING CLASS TO BE FORMED
There is a shortage o f dancers here 

at college. Some action will be taken 
to eliminate this situation.

A dancing class will be organized 
for those boys who wish to »earn to 
(iancc and for those who wish to im
prove their steps. The classes will be 
held at Wistaria Hall on Friday eve
nings from 7:30-8:30 for the next four 
or five weeks.

The first edition of the SCRIBE has 
finally rolled off the press, and as you 
can plainly see it is better than ever. 
Yes there’s new life in the “ old publi
cation” .

If you have as much as set foot in 
this building these past two weeks, you 
have definitely been aware of the fact 
that J. C. C. has a school publication 
on its long list o f extra-curricular acti
vities. No sooner do you walk into the 
building, than myriad notices pinned 
to the front door tell you that editor 
Mike Chiapetta wants all the news in 
no later than TODAY, or that Stan 
Donsky, the business manager wants 
a report on the progress of his adver
tising staff. As you walk up the front 
stairs, a terrible din hits your ear; the 
walls of the Scribe office bulge as all 
the busy little reporters are typing, 
proof-reading or discussing their 
articles (poor Professor Chamberlain; 
they should have made the Scribe 
room sound proof)—Yes, the staff this 
year is indeed large and industrious.

If you are wondering how often this 
little miracle is going to blossom forth 
(what with war production priorities 
and as a result, increased advertising 
rates), here’s something for which to 
look forward. If things continue to 
work out as planned, the Scribe shall 
be a bi-monthly publication, with 
alumni news being contained in every 
other edition, the combination of 
which will be sent to former J.CjC. 
students now in service.

(Continued on page 2)

All of us want this war to end soon. 1 
We want everything to be better than 
the normal of four years ago. Have 
we tried hard enough for the freedom 
we know ? Ask yourself this question 
and see if you can answer it honestly. 
Am I doing my best to help win the 
war?

Many people are perturbed over the 
fact that they have to buy War Bonds 
and donate their money and services 
to various organizations. Many people 
have the wrong conception about this, 
and that is why we keep seeing posters 
stressing the importance of buying 
bonds.

We are fighters too; fighters on the 
home front. We must do more than 
buy bonds. The SCRIBE is going to 
sponsor a “ Scrap Drive’“, and each one 
of you is expected to do a little more 
than your share. A box will be placed 
at the foot of the stairs by the main 
entrance and it must be filled.

Let us not only keep our school 
clean, but get the paper in the scrap! 
When you see a piece of paper any
where, don’t crumple it and throw it 
away; deposit it in that box by the 
front stairway. ^

Paper today is at a premium, not 
only the newspapers have been forced 
to cut down on their supplies, but this 
college has had to curtail its orders 
because of the war. Paper is a war 
material. Use it wisely! “ Save your 
Scrap to end the Scrap now!

\
ADMINISTRATION NOTES

The enrollment figures issued from the office are as follows: day stud
ents over 147; night school hits a high with over 334, the 1944 season opened 
with an enlarged evening school curriculum. The following courses have 
been added according to Mr. Halsey’s office: Fundamentals of English, 
Contemporary Literature (non credit), Advanced Russian, Introduction to 
Aviation, Industrial Management, Legal Aspects and Implication of Taxa
tion, Industrial Design, and General Education A and B.

SECONDARY 
SCHOOL CONFERENCE 

HELD HERE

Addressing the high school prin
cipals and other secondary school 
leaders from this region who met 
Saturday at the Junior College of 
Connecticut, E. Everett Cortright, 
president of the college, outlined 
plans the institution has taken re
cently to expand its facilities in order 
to be of greater service to the com
munity.

Speaking on the topic “ Enlarging 
the Junior College Beachhead,”  Presi
dent Cortright traced the growth of 
the junior college movement and 
showed how the Bridgeport institution 
has developed according to the nation
al pattern but at the same time has en
deavored to adapt itself to community 
needs and interests.

He told the secondary school leaders 
that during the past year the College 
subjected itself to a serious self
appraisal which solicited the opinions 

(Continued on page 2)
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WITH JUSTICE TO ALL AND MALICE TOWARD NONE
“ Say Mary, do you have a class this period? No? Well, come 

on down to the Social Room; the rest of the gang is there.”
Yes, that seems to have become the password of Junior College 

this year. All school traffic inevitably passes through the famous 
‘first door to the right,”  main floor. We relax; we listen to records; 
we attempt to study; we eat; we chat; we discuss the mathematics 
assignment, and we even play a little bridge, in short, we find 
comfort and enjoyment, all in the Social Room. It was a great idea 
to have had a place like this made a part o f J.C.C. life. But, aren’t 
we beginning to take things a little for granted ?

The sophomores shall remember, and the freshman now learn, 
that last year at this time there was no such meeting place. The 
Social Room of today was known as Room 9 last year—just another 
classroom, with portable chairs, blackboard and table. Lunches 
were eaten in empty classrooms, free periods were spent in fooling 
around in the library, (much to Miss Morrissey’s displeasure) or 
in the halls, much to the annoyance of the classes then in session. 
The girls’ locker room was always a junior Bedlam, with books, 
lunch bags, and cigarette butts all over the floor, furniture dis
arranged, and shrill voices loudly blaring forth each time the door 
was opened. This situation existed all fall and winter. There was 
just no place to comfortably spend a few spare moments.

Finally, as spring drew near, and everything had begun to 
show signs of life once again, J.C.C. seemed to be affected also. A 
group of our enterprising young brethren began to revolt against 
the “ unsocial”  social opportunities they were afforded. After 
much complaining and campaigning in the locker-rooms and 
through the SCRIBE, a committee was finally formed and given an 
impressive name, the Social Room Committee. The college agreed 
to allow room 9 to be converted into the meeting place and,—well, 
that was just about all.

This stout-hearted committee then undertook their task (and 
such, indeed, it was) without any further aid from the school ad
ministration. They collected $.25 from each student to provide 
sufficient funds for some second-hand furniture and slip-covers. 
They carried in a few extra chairs from Fremont House and 
Wisteria Hall. The large rug from the unused room near the li
brary was brought down and several smaller rugs were donated 
by some students. Private homes were canvassed for spare pieces 
of furniture, and an electric phonograph was loaned by one of the 
girls. All this work was done by the students themselves. If they 
wanted a Social Room, they would have to work for it. And work 
they did!

The climax came with the actual cleaning and transforming of 
the room itself. One afternoon a group of students brought soap, 
rags, aprons, and old clothes, and became scrub-women for the day. 
(Yes, there were a few men, also.) They actually washed and 
waxed the floor, cleaned the windows, the lights, the walls, the 
pictures, and even scrubbed the second hand furniture. The room 
was finally ready, and a tea for the faculty and committee marked 
the official opening of J.C.C.’s dream come true. A clean, cool, 
comfortable room was the fruit of this small group’s tireless effort.

“ But why bring up the origin of the Social Room now?”  you 
may be asking. “ It’s a reality now. Let’s forget about the past, 
and live in the present.”

Well, that’s just the reason for this retrospection. Too many 
have forgotten the days when the room was non-existent, and the 
time and labor which was spent by the few to provide enjoyment 
for the many.

CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 1) 

of many persons in the community, as 
well as from the alumni of the college, 
of whom 264 are in the armed forces. 
Mr. Cortright said that “ As a result 
of these inquiries the College has add
ed new personnel to its staff in the de
termination to enlarge our beachhead 
and to make very certain that this in
stitution can never be charged with 
educational delinquency” .

Dr. Clarence D. L. Ropp, dean of in
struction, spoke briefly regarding the 
transfer record of junior college stud
ents, and Dr. Helen M. Scurr, dean of 
women, told of the program of social 
activities. James H. Halsey, assistant 
to the president and director of eve
ning classes, spoke On study opportu
nities at night and he described the 
ten-point program which has been 
adopted for the education of veterans.

The two new members of the college 
staff, Dr. Henry W. Littlefield and Dr. 
Harry A. Becker, were presented to 
the guests by President Cortright, and 
each spoke briefly describing his par
ticular work. Dr. Littlefield, assistant 
to the president, discussed the topic 
“ Meeting the Educational Needs of 
the Local Community” and Dr. Becker, 
director of guidance and student per
sonnel, spoke on “The Student Person
nel Program.”

Prior to the meeting the guests Were 
taken on a tour of the campus includ
ing an inspection of the women’s dor
mitory, Wistaria Hall. Luncheon was 
served in the college dining hall with 
M rs. Edith H. Decker, : dormitory 
housemother, acting as official hostess.

■ ^

BUY MORE BONDS

The Inquiring Reporter
I Question: Why did you enroll at JCC?

Place: College Social Room.
LAWRENCE KAPLAN, 153 Savoy 

St., City;
Central High School: “ I want the Sci

entific courses for transfer to a 
senior college.”

j KATHERINE KELLEY, 94« Howard 
Ave., City;

! Warren Harding High School: “JCC 
is a swell place; I’m taking a Lib
eral Arts Course.”

¡LORRAINE FARRAR, 349 Wilmot 
Ave., City;

i Warren Harding High School: “To 
^prepare myself for a fine time at 
Howard University.”  Liberal 
Arts Course.

ROBERT BAUM, 131 Rocton Ave., 
City;

Central High School: “ I came to JCC 
to listen to records.”
Pre-Med Course. (Editor’s Note— 
On the ball Bobby)

! WARREN KELLEY, Darien Rd. New 
Canaan, Conn.

New Canaan High School: “ I have 
been wondering about a Pre-Med 
course; I think I will find it here.” 
(Pre-Med course)

¡JOYCE EDELSTEIN, 2117 AveR., 
Brooklyn, New York.

! James Madison High School: “ Mr. 
Halsey fascinates me.”  Merchan
dising Course.

I SCRIBE—
(Continued from page 1)

Yes, the J.C.C. Scribe has certainly 
shown a lot of all-over improvement 
this year. You shary-eyed sopho
mores, of course, have noticed the 
many new feature articles which have 
been added. Are we being a bit pre
judiced in stating this fact ? Of course 
not; Mr. Robert E. Dreier, our new 
faculty advisor, is the one who told us 
so.

The Social Room today is not in the condition in which it was 
left last June. Through individual carelessness and disregard, the 
couch has been broken, and many of the chairs weakened. The 
floor has become absolutely filthy, (and scratched up, too) thanks 
to the ashes, cigarette butts, bits of food, and the like which have 
been dropped without a second’s thought. The chairs and table 
are moved out of place for the comfort of groups, and are never 
replaced when their use has been completed. The curtains are 
pushed aside, the shades are at all angles, the rugs are dirty, and 
knocked about, and above all, the ash trays are never emptied.

There seems to be something radically wrong with the school 
spirit of the student body. We certainly should be old enough to 
take care of the things we use, and what is more, since we were 
not raised in pig-sties, our parents would never allow such condi
tions or behavior at home.

What is wrong, Junior College? Can’t something be done to 
remedy this situation? How about having each and every one of 
us resolve right now to consider the Social Room as his personal 
responsibility; to think twice before doing anything he wouldn’t 
do to his own home. Let’s clean it up, and keep it clean for further 
enjoyment!

GET OUT AND VOTE
Usually it is not the policy of this publication to express its 

opinion on national, state, and community political issues. This 
assignment we leave to our brother daily newspapers, whose back
ground in the “ well-known game”  of politics is more adequate 
than ours.

The result of the forthcoming national election will be the 
determining factor in the future course o f our democracy. It is 
up to you to make your own decisions. Your one vote alone is in
significant; but multiplied by hundreds of thousands, it becomes the 
difference between victory and defeat.

ft; is imperative that you give the issues at hand your careful 
consideration. The SCRIBE urges the staff and all students who 
can comply with the voting laws to exercise your voting franchise. 
GET OUT AND VOTE!
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(WISTERIA Continued)
To Kelly the expression “ Pe-diddle” 

means a black and blue spot on his 
arm.

Wouldn’t it be super swell if the 
Villanova team could play Yale or 
someone within reasonable distance of 
Bridgeport? Just think— Sophie’s 
connections with the athletic manager 
might get us all in free! That team 
really looked nice—Bryn Mawr must 
definitely be “ the”  place to live. Again 
the Navy rates.

What goes on in Mary Gaudio’s 
mind ? She’s awfully quiet these days. 
If Mary’s brothers are as swell as she, 
we wish she would persuade the whole 
family to visit Wisteria Hall.

The “ Y”  boys seem to think Katy is 
O.K. Better try harder fellas, Joe is 
some prize.

This idea of using the same type of 
tweed for both men’s and women’s 
clothes certainly leads to things.

Joyce goes home every week-end. 
There must be some attraction besides 
a mere family.

Want to play Russian Bank, Dr. 
Ropp? Isn’t it a crime the way these 
women always win?

Open House, the seventh, proved 
rather interesting. Those W. H. girls 
kept the porch seats warm—United we 
stand, divided we fall! We wonder if 
Ben Franklin foresaw the calamity of 
the man shortage.

The addition of the R.O.T.C. boys 
pepped up things. Too bad everyone 
couldn’t salvage a “ Brown Boy”  for 
herself.

We have rambled on and on—too 
long, we fear. Until the next time— 
watch the fun fly by.

T to te t

This year, more than ever, we have 
many clubs and organizations at 
Junior College.

The Dramatic Club or “Black- 
friars”  is underway with Mr. Robert 
E. Dreier as advisor. Meetings are 
held on Wednesdays at Wisteria Hall 
at 3:00 P. M. The “ Blackfriars” 
promise to furnish our school with lots 
of entertainment.

The Glee Club has started off with a 
bang! It has been re-organized under 
the supervision o f Mrs. Dorothy Flem
ing Young. Meetings are held at 
Wisteria Hall on Thursdays, the 8th 
period.

The club has a large number of par
ticipants. Plans are being made for 
a boadcast and singing at assemblies.

Suggestions have also been made 
for a Glee Club assembly, besides all 
this we are loking forward to a lot of 
fun and parties!

Officers o f the Glee Club are as fol
lows: Florence Rabitz, president, Alice 
Ente, secretary; Nan Millildn, music 
custodian.

The International Relations Club 
was established a few years ago under 
the direction o f Professor Chamber- 
lain.

It is to further the discussion of 
current events for a better understand
ing of world affairs.

The club receives books purchased 
by the Carnegie Endowment Fund 
each semester.

Anyone desiring to join the club 
ought to see Professor Chamberlain.

We also have the Student Activity 
Council of which Dr. Becker is in 
charge. This Council is made up of a 

I representative from each club and al- 
i located college funds.

The Social Activity Council is com
posed of appointments made by the 
president from the staff. Mrs. Edith 
Decker is chairman, Dr. Becker and 

I Dean Scurr are staff representatives.
I There are four sophomores represent
ing the sophomore class. They are 
Bob Reiner, Daniel McPadden, Alice 
Martoccio, and Dorothy O’Brien. Four 
representative freshmen will be in
cluded after the freshman election.

All the girls remember the “ Big 
Sister”  organization. Each sopho
more girl was assigned a freshman 
girl, whom she was to look after and 
advise on the rules and regulations of 
the school. Jean Ann Brown is presi
dent-chairman, Florence Rabitz is 
vice president.

Then there is the honorary organi
zation, Phi Theta Kappa, which is 
under the guidance of Dean Ropp. It 
is the national honorary organization 
of Junior Colleges, and is our coun
terpart of the senior colleges honor
ary Phi Beta Kappa.

It is restricted to those who carry a 
full quota of work, a minimum of 16 
semester hours to one tenth of tha 
student body maximum and to stud
ents whose average grades are not less 
than “ B” .

Our own reorganization has four 
active members, Mrs. Esther Selleck, 
Miss F. Rabitz, Miss A. Ente, and Miss 
Kaidy. There are several others on 
the Phi Theta Kappa on the staff. 
These include Miss Hyatt, Miss Doo 
lan, and Miss Phillips. The evening 
classes include Miss Onofrey.

There has been no organization, as 
yet, for the present year. About 150 
members total in the period of exist
ence in the chapter.

The Junior College Red Cross Unit 
plans to reorganize under the direction 
of Dean Scurr.

There are possibilities of organizing 
new clubs, as Dr. Becker suggested. 
Among the clubs suggested were a 
foreign language club, a Biology Club, 
a Photography Club, a Debating So
ciety, and an Athletic Council.

Dr. Becker set the deadline for or
ganization of clubs on about Novem
ber. 1, So come on fellow students and 
let’s get into the swing of things!

Anyone desiring to organize any of 
these clubs ought to see Dr. Becker or 
any other one o f our professors.

BOOKSTORE
In spite of the activity in the book

store, there are still many complaints, 
such as: “This place is never open 
whenever I want anything.”  The 
bookstore is open more hours per day 
and more days per week than it has 
ever been open during the 14 years of 
the college history.

Compliments of

Fannie A . Smith School
E st 1885

Beginning 60th Year
Nursery, Kindergarten 

All Grades
1124 IRANISTAN AVE.

I  - .........  - —— - - - - ■»

JCC Jumps Political Gun!
With the coming school elections! 

right around the corner, JCC politi
cians have already jumped the gun i 

| with their campaigns.
Not since 1942 has JCC seen such a 

lively and spirited battle, recalling the j 
Carmen Tortora and Jack Healey en
counter. In this Campaign Mr. Tor- j 
tora hit the limit with campaign fund 
expenditures reaching a new high in 
lavish routines and gimicks for give- 

| aways. The highlight of his efforts 
j  was an impressive parade from Main 
| Street up to the JCC campus height- 
| ened by posters, streamers and a brass' 
band. The rally which followed proved 
to be one of the most interesting in 
the history of this institution. Wil
liam Jennings Bryan type of oratory 

I flowed forth from both factions and 
the battle royal was on. Not to be 

I out done, Mike Healey cornered the 
| sandwich market in the Park City and I 
I out did his opponent two to one with 
soda pop and liverwurst which com
peted with Tortora’s De Noble cigars 

i and lollypops. Everyone had a swell 
time, no one knew what the issues 
were (if there were any) and Mr. 
Healy came out on top by a large 
margin. This only proves one fact 
about voting at JCC which is: The 
female vote usually goes all out for 
the under dog. How true it will hold 
this season remains to be seen. Tor
tora’s campaign was elaborate; for a 
while it looked as if he had the ma
jority support, but the female vote 
went to Mike Healy which copped for 
him the coveted title of President of 
the Freshman class.

This year’s election run started off 
on a helter-skelter basis. Anyone and 
everyone was casting his nomination 
for president until a class caucus was 
held after last Tuesday’s assembly 
where it was decided how and who 
shall run for elections. From the

The W oman's W orld

This year at J.C.C. is really a haven 
for the male population. The latest 
census shows two girls to every fel
low; so you guys better watch out be
cause we girls are on the prowl.

In order to get their man the girls 
are sporting their best clothes, and 
some of them look mighty pretty.

Brightly colored skirts, with eye
catching sweaters, and contrasting 
sport jackets seem to be the fad this 
fall; and it’s going over in a big way.

Joyce Edelstein got a new plaid 
skirt which would make any girl 
green with envy, and Diddy’s blue suit 
is really something to look at twice— 
especially on Diddy.

Roslyn Cukerstein is a slick chick in 
her orange jacket.

Loafers are popular with both the 
boys and girls, even if they do help the 
footsies to grow a bit.

The fellows are giving the sweater 
girls competition this year. Earl Men
ard sports his favorite sweater daily. 
Because of its many colors it goes with 
everything he wears. George Mc
Grath can be seen proudly wearing his 
yellow sweater, which is really a kill
er. Jim Murray owns a royal blue 
sweater that any girl would like to 
have—are you lending, Jim?

Of course bracelets and lockets with 
the army and navy insignia can often 
be seen on the campus. Earrings are 
still a popular favorite with the girls.

As time goes by, you gals and guys 
j will be seeing many more dashing 
clothes; so stick around and watch the 
fashion parade.

I--------------- — --------- ■--------------------------
| looks of things at this writing, wc are 
in for a solid fight for president. Jim 
Murray, Stan Donsky, and George 

I McGrath, the third, have already made 
I strong bids for the nomination. Keep 
your eye on the Scribe for the latest 
election trends.

AUDITORIUM
The Cultural Center of Bridgeport

Where the Finest of Plays 
and Other Entertainment 

are Presented

For Informatimi Concerning the Auditorium

A ddress: P E R R Y  W . RODM AN
Managing Director

821 M A IN  ST. BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
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TJhe <£it er ary ¿R eview
W hy I Have Chosen Research 

ha Medical Chemistry
A s M y li fe  W ork

My decision to prepare for a career 
in medical research was preceded by a 
long period of groping during which I 
considered seriously a number of vo
cations. After I had made a tentative 
choice, the gradual accumulation of 
little items of self-discovery would 
show that a better one could be made. 
Now, after many years of this grop
ing, I have satisfied myself that scien
tific research is a field to which my 
temperament is well adapted, and in 
which I can make the fullest use of 
whatever abilities I possess.

My choice of chemical chemistry as 
the particular science in which I wish 
to work was not made after a cold 
weighing of the relative merits of 
many sciences, but mostly because 
that was the field in which I was most 
deeply interested. However, after 
analyzing this interest, several rea
sons for this preference present them
selves.

Like most scientific research, medi
cal research, while far from being an 
ivory tower cut off from the ordinary 
levels of human activity, is compara
tively free of the demoralizing influ
ences present, in many other profes
sional fields, for instance law, indus
try, finance, and politics. These influ
ences are apparent enough not to need 
enumeration. The freedom, of scien
tific endeavor from the taint of com
mercialism and self-interest, from the 
necessity of service to indifferently 
worthy objectives, and from conflict 
with one’s conscience is to me one of i 
its most appealing aspects.

Another appeal o f medical chemis
try is that it is comparatively virgin 
territory for scientific exploration. 
We are just beginning to catch 
glimpses of chemistry’s future role in 
saving and enriching human life. Al
though the use of drugs to cure the 
ills of mankind dates back to prehis
toric times, most of the effective

remedies in use toward the end of the 
nineteenth century were discovered 
mainly by chance. The systematic 
and scientific search for therapeutic 
chemicals, except in isolated cases, did 
not begin to gain momentum until the 
first decade of this century, only about 
forty years ago, with Paul Ehrlich’s 
famous series of 606 experiments with 
various arsenic compounds culminat
ing in the discovery of calvarsan, a 
powerful specific in the treatment of 
syphilis. The years since have shown 
a great acceleration in the search for 
chemical remedies, the most notable 
discoveries being the sulfa drugs and 
the miracle drug penicillin.

The investigation of the physiology 
of the human body from the chemical 
standpoint is also a comparatively re
cent endeavor. It is only in the last 
twenty-five years, for instance, that 
we have come to understand some
thing of the function and chemical 
nature of hormones, those mysterious 
secretions of the ductless glands that 
play such a great part in our physical, 
mental, and emotional processes.

Another indication of the work that 
is ahead is the fact that of the hun
dreds of thousands of chemical com
pounds known, only a very small per
centage is used by the medical profes
sion. It is certain that hundreds of 
more at least would have uses in 
medicine if we know more about them. 
As an illustration of this fact we 
might take the case of the drug carbon 
tetachloride, which was discovered a 
century ago and which to most of us is 
known as a humble cleaning fluid. Not 
until 1921 was it discovered that this 
simple compound was an easy, safe,

, and sure for hookworm disease, a 
parasitic malady that at time ravaged 
one-third of the earth’s population.
' The medical sciences offer an oppor
tunity for social service that i3 un
surpassed by any field of activity. 
During the last one hundred years the 
population of the earth has more than 
doubled, a far greater rate of increase 
than in any previous comparable 
period. Credit in great measure for

this achievement goes to the develop
ment of medical science in sanitation 
procedures and control of epidemics. 
Hundreds of millions of people now 
alive owe their very existence in large 
part to these applications of medical 
nowledge. And the battle is yet far 
from won. The decades to come will 
find medical science in the vanguard 
of the forces which will preserve 
human life, raise the level of human 
vitality, and enrich the quality of our 
living.

My final reason for choosing re
search in medical chemistry as my life 
work is rather intangible, but just as 
compelling as any I have given. It is 
a feeling of “ at-homeness”  in this 
work, a feeling that there I belong. It 
is this sense of harmony with the at
mosphere, attitudes, and purposes of 
medical research that makes me sure 
I have chosen the right vocation.

FRED TOMCHIK Sec. 1 
Theme No. 2 
Oct. 14, 1944.

QUOTED FROM I’M A
STRANGER HERE MYSELF.

How courteous is the Japanese;
He always says, “ Excuse it, please.” 
He climbs into his neighbor’s garden, 
And smiles and says, “ I beg your 

pardon” ;
He bows and grins a friendly grin, 
And calls his hungry family in;
He grins, and bows a friendly bow; 
“ So sorry, this is my garden now.”

PICK UP 

S C R A P  

To LICK the JAP

OCTOBER TROUBLES
Lucy Bruchalski

About this time of year, we find,
People trying to make up their mind.
Which would be the most successful ?
The popular hay ride, or hallowe’en 

festival.

Now, most do like the “ ole”  hay ride
With a very choice friend by their side.
But others prefer the Hallowe’en party
With all the games and laugha so 

hearty.

To have a hay ride, there’s no trouble 
at all.

A wagon with lanterns, the season— 
fall;

For then the air is crisp and cool,
It puts one in a feeling to fool.

At a Hallowe’en Party there’s not 
much work

You need some helpers—those who 
won’t shirk;

To fix the pumpkins, corn stalks, and 
food—

Cider and doughnuts to fit the mood.

For a hayride and party, both food 
and fun,

Will go the best and suit everyone
If I were to choose between the two
I certainly wouldn’t know what to do.

BUY BONDS

H A T C H ’ S

I I I  W A LL STREET 

1366 FAIRFIELD AVE.

Bridgeport, Conn.

THE OPEN BO O K SHOP

Standard Books —  Greeting Cards —  Lending Library

Bibles —  Prayer Books —  Testaments

i 989 Broad Street Bridgeport Telephone 5-3646

MECHANICS & FARMERS SAVINGS BANK
Corner Main and Bank Streets

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS _  SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES _  TRAVELERS CHECKS ] 
CHRISTMAS CLUB —  SCHOOL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

MONEY TO LOAN ON FIRST MORTGAGES

FO R SPORT SH O ES
O F THE BETTER KIND

SEE DW ORKIN'S

Dworkin's Fashionable Footwear
3 POST O FFIC E A RCA D E

L A N D Y 9 S

DRUGS AND LUNCHEONETTE

Corner Park and Fairfield
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