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Margaret - You don't have to worry about getting directly into it .•..• or anything like tl 

Allen - No, because this is .... what is called automatic level recording ..•••. and any-

place in the room it will pick it up. 

Margaret - And it doesn't ...••• outside ••••• 

Allen - We'll get some outside •••. so I'm going to close the door. OK, we have with us 

today Margaret McEnerny. So would you tell us just a little bit about yourself and 

your relationship with the university in general. 

Margaret - Well, I worked at the old Junior College of Connecticut from 1930 to 1932. 

The scene is the old house. Did you know the old house? 

Allen - Oh yes. 

Margaret - Yeah .•.. it was still there ....• then you will know the scene that I'm going ..•.. 

Allen - Then you subsequently came back to .....• 

Margaret - It happened that I subsequently came back many years later and went to school 
there 

here. Became a student. I had studied at night while I was working~in those early 

years. 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - But then I came back in •...• what •.•• I think .•• 1961 and finished up. 

Allen - You majored in? 

Margaret - Also ..••• in History. 

Allen - Right. 
some 

Margaret - Yeah. And I also did graduate work in psychology. 

" think it's what you're going to want to hear about, right? 
of 

But back to 1930, I 

Allen - Right. OK .•.•. tell us first all, Margaret, how you happened to come to the 
/' 

Juni0r Gollege and what you did. 

Margaret - How I happened to come •••..• I think I was sent by the Booth and Bayliss 

Commercial School which ran its own employment agency •.•••. that's getting to be a 

long time ago, but I'm pretty sure it was that. Mr. Baylis;; placed me several times 

later. I had taken my secretarial course there •..••. and I think he knew Mr. Cortright 
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Margaret (Continued) - ..... I'm sure he did. And that was how I was sent there as 

an applicant. Now there's an interesting story .•..• it gives you a picture of the 

times. When I was selected, Mr. Cortright came around to my house. It happened 

that we lived just around the corner on Norman Street. Down Norman Street towards 

State, but we had just moved there, and I guess that's how come he didn't know 

where to look for me, or something ..•.....• anyway, he came personally, and I was 

not home, but my mother was. My mother was embarrassed because she was caught 

with all sorts of wrappings and mess. She was doing something real heavy - like 

I think painting. Well, of course, nothing could have impressed Mr. Cortright. 

Nothing could have been more impressive •..• although I think he had already 
how 

made his selection. Well anyway, h~ told her the story about he had interviewed ... 
A 

and I cannot now remember the number, but I think it was in the 40's. This was, 

of course, 1930, you know, but as I'm sure you know, he was a very fussy man 

and a very thorough one. And that was typical. He was going to choose somebody 

for the office so he went through all of that trouble. Well anyway, to make a 

long story short, I was hired. What I was, was .•..• my official title was general 

office assistant. It was even so listed in the catalogues ..•• you'll see in the 

catalogues from way back there that even my low]y spot was ... 

I was hired actually as a stenographer · and that was my main function. To do 

all of Mr. Cortright's dictation. He had a secretary, that was Helen Redigar 

and who had been his secretary for many yearswhen he was at the Board 

of Education. And she still bore the title of secretary in addition to 

that of Bursar. But I actually did all of the dictation. I also helped anybody 

else on the faculty, you know, when I had time to do that. And as I say, I was 

going to set the scene because you came in the front door there and to the left .... 
whether 

I don't know A it was still that way in your time, but there was a big open office 

where the faculty had its mailboxes assigned. And beyond was Mr. Cortright's little 
is 

office. Well in this big room~where I sat and sort of attended to everything. 

Everybody who was delivering something or whatever they might have been doing -
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Margaret (Continued) - they got to me first. But basically I did dictation ..•.. I did 

a lot of it. He was a busy guy in those days ..••. as I'm sure he was all of his life. 

Allen - Do you remember what your salary was then? 

Margaret - I was trying to remember ... in case you asked that question. I thinks it's 

$20.00. 

Allen - A week? 

Margaret - It could have been even less. $20.00 sticks in my mind. I remember that the 

next job I got after that (which, of course, was then the depths of the depression) 
that 

the salary was $20.00, but I think it had been at the Junior College, too. I'm 
I\ 

not positive, it could have been less. But •... so they had me, they had the Bursar 

secretary, and the Registrar - Mae Embro, and then they had a student girl 

who came in and helped us. And Estelle, Mr. Cortright's daughter, used to come 

once in a while during busy times and help us, too. So as I say, and I did work 

for all faculty ....•. not all - most of them didn't avail themselves of it, but some 

did quite a lot .••... and so some of them I got to know very well indeed. 

Allen - Alright, whom did you know particularly? 

Margaret - Zampiere. 

Allen - Alright. Tell us a little bit about Zampiere. 

Margaret - Well, did you know him •••• by tµe way1 

Allen - No. 

Margaret - He was gone. Well he was a real class "A" character ••..• and I'm sure you 

know the story - he supposedly was a roommate of Mussolini. 

Allen - That I didn't know. 

Margaret - Yeah, yeah. He grew up in Europe. I think the name actually was supposed 

to be Zampierey. I think he's Italian. 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - Rather than French. But anyway ••••••• live.cl .in Switzerland •.••• ~Å'Å ••• ••• 

he was Mussolini's roommate - I think that was in Switzerland ••••. and he used to use 
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Margaret (Continued) - that connection, of course, for all kinds of things. He would 

do a lot of lecturing .... and all that sort of thing. And he was a really fun person, 

too. He was an awful lot of fun. So I got to know him quite well .... and did a little 

bit work on the outside for him. His wife was writing some kind of book - can't 

remember what it was ... except that it wasn't very good. He humored her, you know, 

when you write a book. But anyway, I did occasionally type for them ..• occasionally ... 

and I think the one that I knew best of all was the Russian Professor, Alexandr off 

Now was he gone when you .•... 

Allen - He was gone. 

Margaret - Oh. Not dead, but left. 

Allen - He wasn't ...•. 

Margaret - He wasn't there, no. He left when I did. Well he was a .••.. there was 

a fabulous story, of course. Quite a few of us got to know the Russian colony 

through him - and this was the original Russian colony, the people who came 

with Sikorsky. Alexandrr:ffhimself had a most amazing background. He had worked 

with Sikorsky in Russia, he had pictures of himself at Sikorsky with arm around, 

and things like that. And he's very good, very capable. Now we were working, 

as I was telling you the other day,in this terrible economic plight - we couldn't 

afford anything. We used to •.•. I always remember ••.. I've told this story many 

times that we used to use the carbon paper so long that it got holes in it. 

But Alexandmff, who was an aristocrat, you know, had fled from Russia ..••.• used 

to go around picking up string, and cans, anything he could use in his physics 

laboratory ......• and he built a pretty good physics laboratory out of absolutely 

nothing, but he was always scrounging junk. And he's a curious little character. 

Very, very sociable - and that is, as I say, is how we got to know the Russian 

colony so well. And they were fascinating. Especially to a young student ••.• I guess 

I was 17, 18 - I forget which. Yeah, I never saw anything like that before. 
to 

My mother used say •.•• she wished they wouldn't kiss her hand till she got through 
'\ 

frying the bacon. 
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Margaret - (Continued) - Anyway, let me see who else was there. Those were 
'--

the two that I personally knew the best. But Willard~Ballou was a very 

friendly guy ..•. and we all knew him pretty well. 

Allen - He used to live just .... nearby, didn't he? 

Margaret - Can't remember. He might have. 

Allen-I heard a story that he lived on Fremont Street - or the street right next 

to it and would drive to work everyday. 

Margaret - He'd drive to work from Fremont? 

Allen - Instead of walking across the back door. 

Margaret - That maybe true. I don't know. 

Allen - Now, he had a daughter. 

Margaret - He had a daughter who married Professor Goulding. 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - Who was there ••... who taught English and Classics. I don't know about 

that traveling by car, I'm not sure. 

Allen - Carl Wallace. 

Margaret - Carl Wallace was not as friendly a person as some of these others, 

but we knew him well. 

Allen - What was he like? 

Margaret - Absent minded. He was kind of absent minded. He was always sort of 

wandering around as though he'd lost something. Probably had. But he was a 

strict fuss-budget ..•• and, of course, I naturally knew the students pretty well, 

although I wasn't in the classes with them - except my classes. They said he 
a as 

was fussy old character as far professor, too. 
~ ~ 

I think he served as a dean, 

I'm pretty sure that he did. 

Allen - Yeah, yeah. 

Margaret - Yeah, OK. Now there was Dr. Scurr. 

Allen - Right. 
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Margaret - And she served also as dean of women. I knew her fairly well, not greatly. 

Let's see - who else was there? 

Allen - Dr. Ropp? 

Margaret - Oh, of course, Dr. Ropp, yeah. He'd been there .•.• 

Allen - Tell us about him. 

Margaret - Well he was by then married to a childhood friend of mine, Virginia, his 

first wife. 
a 

Allen - She was~student wasn't she? 

Margaret - She was a student ..••.. I think in the 1st class, maybe in the second .•.•. 

and Mr. Ballou always said that this wasn't anything but romance that year ••..• 

happening .... in school because Ellen Nitching married a student in that same class, 

and Dr. Ropp married Virginia Mackey. Well, let me see now. I don't know, he just .... 

I better be careful here .•.• 

Allen - No, that's alright. 

Margaret - This is just for you? 

Allen - Just for me, right. 

Margaret - He just seemed like sort of a bumbling cracker type in those early 

days, really. 

Allen - How about Bill Everett? 

Margaret - Bill Everett? He came there during the time I was there. Very nice 

man. I remember his wife. He was a quiet person. Don't ..•.• ! don't remember 

anything more about him. He never asked for any work to be done or anything like 

that. The way I would get to know people naturally was the ones who wanted more 

atteµtion. Let me see, who else was there? Well the Librarian was a young 

womaµ,whose name I cannot remember. The library was on the other side of the 

main hall. What's his name, the chemist, who was a student at that time? 

Allen - Greenhalgh~ 
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Margaret - Yeah, and working for Dr. Ropp. He could tell you more about this 

scrounging of the cans, and paper and everything, too, that Alexandroff used 

to do. Alexandroff,as I said, in '32, you asked whether there had been faculty 

cuts and I couldn't remember •.....• I couldn't seem to remember if there were 

any during the time I was there, but they might already have happenec. They 

might well have by the time I came there. And, of course, they were hiring 

people .••.• quite a few people came there during the time I was there. Some 

stayed - some didn't. But tqey were having a hard time staying afloat. 

Allen - Alright. Tell us about these hard times staying afloat. What was the 

problem? how 
. . 

Margaret - Well .•.•. I suppose J;don't know enough about you handle money in 
~ 

an eleomosynary institution •••••• a word taught to me by Mr. Cortright. 

But I suppose the Board of Trustees couldn't cough up this much as they might 

have otherwise. I suppose, I don 1t know. Of course, we were already into 

a good depression. 

Allen - Right, right. 

Margaret - And I suppose they just couldn't raise money in the places that they 

figured on doing it .•••••• I don't know •••••• otherwise ••••••• so they had to operate 

on a very, very tight budget. Now as to what they paid - like the faculty •••••. 

I imagine it wasn't too good. But they used to get these young people who were 

glad to come because they found oli: it was 50 miles from New York and they could 

go to the theater and everything. There were several like that ••••• and one of the 

ones that was dropped in '32 when I was, that was Alexandro1f who was very, very un-

happy about it. He really felt bad. That was when he left, and me, and a young 

guy named Hutchins who strictly didn't care - taught English. He'd move 

on to somewhere else. And then we had a girl named Lazer who taught German •••• and 
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Margaret (Continued) - same thing, you know, they just moved around. I suppose 

people at colleges used to do that. 

Allen - They used to until 10 years ago. 

Margaret - They did. 

Allen - And there's not as much mobility now. 

Margaret - Not as much opportunity for it? 

Allen - That's right. Because there's been general retrenchment in the last ten 

years. There are not that many openings. So there's •..•• people are pretty much 

stuck where they were in the beginning of retrenchmen~ Which caused a lot of 

trouble in the 70's. 

Margaret - You mean the fact that they couldn't move? 

Allen - They found themselves stuck at one place. 

Margaret - And they didn't particularly want to stay ••••. and perhaps the place 

didn't want them to stay either. 

Allen - Well .• ; •. after being brought up on generations of great mobility •.••• and 

if you started in the SO's, late SO's and 60's, there was tremendous mobility •••• 

and then suddenly that mobility was not there - it brings a high degree of 

unhappiness. 

Margaret - Yeah, yeah ••••.• and breaks down the the efficiency. 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - Yeah. That's too bad. 
be 

Well there used to people like •••••• I think there 
/ 

still is a generation that gets itself jobs where it can go skiing •••.• water skiing. 

Allen - Yeah, yeah. 

Margaret - And like that. 

Allen - There would be plenty of times when our nearness to NY would bring people. 

Margaret - Even now? 

Allen - Even now .••• to the university. 

Allen - I had just .••••• well ••••• Charles Goulding sent me a set of minutes of the 

Faculty - starting from ••••••• 
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Margaret - Oh, terrific. 

Allen - The first meeting in '28 down to '38. 

Margaret - Oh, so you've got Faculty meetings all through this period. 

Allen - There seems to have been a tremendous amount of discussion all the way 

through here with trying to keep order in the halls. Do you recall anything 

about that? 

Margaret - Order in the halls? Well, it was usually disorderly cause it was 

a wooden house .•.. and wooden floors .••..• and that got noisy •••.••• and there 

wasn't, it was a fairly wide corridor as I remember, but not a great big area. 

And there was a stairway .•.•• you went upstairs to most of the classrooms ••••. 

and that was a noisy place. When classes changed, it was noisy. 

But other than that, I don't know what kind of order he means •.•••. 

Allen - Well, I noticed also in reading the Scribe in this period .•. as well as the minute: 
of the 
~faculty .••• there's a great amount pf concern with various methods of trying 

; to keep order in the building. The faculty, for example, are charged with 

the responsibility of apprehending malefactors, shall we say, and trying to 

quiet people down. Then there's the Student Government Association which .tries 

to do it. All of these seemed to be failures.because •••• 

Margaret - That's interesting. 
It's a 

Allen - Constant theme through the period. 

Margaret - But they had trouble keeping order? 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - Hmmm. 

Allen - Now what time in 1933 •.••• 

Margaret - I can believe it. I don't know, I think I came at the opening of fall 

season. I think so. 

Allen - Alright. 



Page 10 Margaret McEnerny J 

Margaret - I'm not positive about that. 

Allen - Alright, I'm going •.•.. 

Margaret - I was there through a couple of summers so I knew what that was like, but 

I think I came around the time the students did. 

Allen - Oh, I find that there was a ..... oh, some of these are out of order. 

Margaret - Was he a secretary of the •.•.•• 

Allen - Now, Wallace was the secretary of the Faculty, followed by Ropp. 

Margaret - Wallace used to go around sort of like a "mad hatter" was what I was 

trying to say. 

Allen - Oh, really? 

Margaret - Yeah, yeah. Like he'd always lost something. 

Allen - Do you remember anything about the 

Phi Theta Kappa? 

development of the honor society, 

Margaret - Of course I knew the students that were there pretty well. Naturally 

we were the same age ..•.•. but I don't remember anything about the honor society. 

Allen - Do you remember anything ..... having any work to do with the curriculum 

during that time? 

Margaret - Oh yes. Oh, we used to have trouble hiding the exams. Maybe that's 

part of. •.. 

Allen - Trouble doing what? 

Margaret - Hiding the exams. That's probably some of the disorder that they were 

talking about. Yeah, we did. 

Allen - Alright. What was the problem there? 

Margaret - I don't know .•.• I think they used to get a hold of them sometimes. I 

don't know exactly how they did. They were mimeographed, you know, the old 

beat up mimeograph. They were back at the end of the corridor which started with 

where I sat ... and Mr. Cortright's office way in the back. Yeah,. there was something 

about that. I remember there was some trouble about people getting •••.• and I think 
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Margaret (continued) - all of us junior folk felt that the girl, the student, 

who came in to help at odd hours •.•• was ab-:t·t the same age I was. They tried 

to bribe her and they tried to bribe me -through her. I suppose that's normal. 

Allen - That will turn up several times later, too. 

Margaret - Yeah. I bet it will. 

Allen - One thing, too, that constantly appears is the daily ••.• the weekly 

assemblies. Do you remember anything about those? 

Margaret - No, not much at least. 

Allen - And the whole school would get together •.•• the assemblies were required. 
know. 

Margaret - Well ••.• I don't I suppose I knew that they were going to it, but 
f.. 

I would be working outside ..•• you know, back in the office. 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - So I don't think I ever attended one. 

Allen - There's a constant source of~ •••• this is a constant source of irritation 

on the part of the students. 

Margaret - Oh yes. 

Allen - They think that most of them are a waste of time. And yet Cortright uses 

it very often as a way of developing family and also disseminating information. 
one of 

Margaret - I'm afraid I never went to~them. It sounds like Cortright, that's for 

sure. 

Allen - How about the athletic teams? 

Margaret - Oh yeah. We had a coach. 

Allen - Was that Dad White? 

Margaret - Yeah, that's right, Dad White. 

Allen - What was he like? I haven't found out anything about what he was like. 

Margaret - A nice, genial guy, very popular with students. Not a bookworm type at 
fairly 

all. He came from some /\ distinguished athletic background. 

Allen - Amherst. He was a coach at Amherst. 
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Margaret - He was a coach at Amherst? Well anyhow, of course, he taught whatever 

physiology they had and things like that. Very likeable guy. Seemed to me that 
I did 

he left. I don't know whether he left before~ or not. He didn't stay around 

a long time. 

Allen - Why? Why, do you know? 

Margaret - No. 

Allen - OK. How about the athletic teams? 

Margaret - Well ..... I think they were, you know, just beginners in all cases. I 

don't remember any that seemed to be outstanding. As later on, of course, 

they got to be well known, but I think at that time 

Allen - Do you have any recollection of .....• now obviously these faculty minutes that 

I have are typed. Presumably these were done by the individual and not by you. 

Margaret - I don't remember typing any faculty meetings, no. 
that 

Allen - Anything of that sort. And the type of correspondence you were working 
A 

with for Cortright dealt primarily with what? 

Margaret - Well .•... it was, of course, a Junior College ..•.. and as far as I know 

at that time there was no thought about expanding. 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - I don't think anybody came up with that idea at that date. 

Allen - That's right. As a matter of fact, primary objectives were to survive.· 

Margaret - That's right. Yes, to survive, yeah. And to survive as a Junior College. 

Well he was very much interested in Junior College as a whole. He used to do 

a lot with ..... I think it was called the New England Association - or something 

like the Junior Colleges. I think he probably was an officer. 

Allen - Yes he was. He was the first President, as a matter of fact. 

Margaret - President, my, OK. So he did a lot with that ••... and there would be a lot 

of correspondence .••••• just remember at that time with all the different Jr. Colleges, 



Page 13 Margaret McEnerny 

Margaret (Continued) - and then he was always deploring - the way he got the whole 
was 

thing started, I guess, he was sort of distressed because Connecticut was in such 

bad shape as far as higher education was concerned. At that time we only 

had 48 states, but I think it ranked 47 or something like that. It really was 

very, very bad and •• · .• 

Allen - You mean the expenditure you made for education? 

Margaret - Well, expenditure, yes, and facilities available is mainly what he's 

talking about .••..•• cause if you look back to 1930, we had Yale and Wes]eyan, 

there was Connecticut College for Women. 

Allen - UCONN . 

Margaret - Well, yes. Purely agri~ultural at that time, yes, that's right. 

But, for one of the 13 original colonies, Mr. Cortright felt that this was very distrest 

which it was. So he always, you know, put out a lot of information on that -

tried to drum up interest. Of course, he had to take a lot of interest in it 

in financial aspects of things The financial man was •••.• what's his name 

Schine? 

Allen - Right, Ike Schine. 

Margaret - Ike Schine. 

Allen - He was the Treasurer of the Board. Actually Treasurer of the 

Junior College. 

Margaret - Was he? 

Allen - He signed all the checks. 

Margaret - Oh. And let me see now .••.••• Cortright, I don't think he .••.• he didn't 

seem to get too much involved with curriculum. He perhaps did atfaculty meetings. 

But I never saw him do much about it. 
any 

ing 

Allen - Do you remember ;. correspondence about the New England Association of Colleges? 

Margaret - Yeah, yeah. 
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Allen - What do you remember about that? 

Margaret - But I don't remember what. 

Allen - OK. 

Margaret - I remember it was something. He was ....•.•• was he an officer or something? 

Allen - Eventually he will be, but the big problem comes over the question of 

accreditation of the Junior College. 

Margaret - Oh yes. Oh yes. So in 1930 it may not even had accreditation as a 

Junior College. 

Allen - No, no, no. The first application, of course, to the New England Association. 

They had no standards for Junior Colleges. So standards were drawn up ••.. and 

they were very rigid. So rigid, as· a matter of fact, some Senior Colleges came 

in and couldn't meet them. 

Margaret - Couldn't meet them. Is that right? 

Allen - So the standards were eliminated. And then they formed the New England 

Association of Junior Colleges. 

Margaret - Oh, he started that. Oh, well, wow. 

Allen - They in turn drew up standards which were subsequently accepted by the New 

England Association and he subsequently chaired some committees. 

Margaret - I see. I see. Yeah, he spent a lot of time with all of those things. 

I think you're right on the faculty ....•... take care of academic things. He 

did get deeply involved when they hired anybody else ••••• not just his stenographers, 

but, you know, faculty. I remember there was .••. they hired several new faculty 

members during the time I was there .••.. and he had his feet right in there. 

Allen - That will continue, incidentally, down through Littlefield. 

Margaret - Is that right? 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - The tradition was set. 

Allen - Oh yes, yes. Now you had left, of course, before Halsey or Littlefield came. 
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Margaret - Yeah. 

Allen - So ..... that period ....... I'm looking here ... . 

Margaret - That's another era, yeah. 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - That's a great thing you've got there from Goulding. How 

is she, by the way? 

Allen - Alright, alright. 

Margaret - His wife is still around? 

Allen - As far as I know. Alright, in the fall of '31 there was the meeting .•.. there 

was a faculty meeting reviewing the uncertainty of college conditions regarding 

the entrance of students. In othe~ words, there are not many .•..... 

Margaret - Not many places to go? 

Allen - Well ......... the group agency answers - the Junior Colleges are down on 

enrollment this year about 20%. ~ow this, of course, is October the fall of '31, 

and this is the depth of the depression. 

Margaret - Well now it was my impression that our Junior College of Connecticut was 
I think 

an unusual member of that group. This was,quite, quite different. Most of them 
f". 

as I recall were fancy places. Many of them were girls .•.•... fancy ..•..• like 

Rosemary Hall, I think .•... 

Allen - Right ...... Larson. 

Margaret - Yeah. Junior College ..•.• 

Allen - Colby. 

Margaret - Junior College of Connecticut was certainly not typical as a membership. 

It was just that there was a 2 year institution. 

Allen - In the fall of '31 the budget was finally completed as an emergency budget. 

Do you remember anything about that? 

Margaret - Well, just that the holes in the carbon paper •..... and Alexandroff 

picking up the string. I remember the prevailing atmosphere that resulted. 
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Allen - How did we get students during that time? 

Margaret - How did we get students .....•. 

Allen - How were student recruited? 

Margaret - Hnnnmm, good question . They were.mostly local. They didn't have a great 

influx from .•........... they would come from maybe Fairfield County, but that was 

about it. Gee, I don't know. I think there was some advertising, I think. 

Allen - OK. Was there much school sponsorship for student activities? Or did the 

students do this especially themselves - for themselves? 

Margaret - Things like social activities? 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - It's my impression .... I can't be sure ....• I don't think the school got 

too much involved - I don't think so. 

Allen - Alright. 

Margaret - It was a kind of ...•• it was a pretty serious minded little school, you know? 

I think it reflected Everett Cortright. 

Allen - Alright. 

Margaret - I really would say that. 

Allen - There's his picture. 

Margaret - Yeah. 

Allen - In his 90's. 

He was a stern old school teacher, you know. 

Margaret - Yeah. Tough old guy, no question about that. But he certainly was dedicated 

to teaching. But I ........ I don't think he took much interest in frivolity. 

Allen - Alright. Question of grading ....••..••...... we have some reports from both 

the ~cribe and also the faculty minutes about the grading of students - and the 

rather high dropout rate at certain times during the history of the Junior College. 

Do you recall anything ....•.. 

Margaret - A dropout rate because of academic ••••.•• inadequacy? 

Allen - Yeah. 
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Margaret - I never saw figures on it or anything. Just from memory I would say 

yeah, they used to have a lot of characters come and go. I guess they always have 

had n' t they. 

local people and 

They 
they 

then wouldn't r 

always took in 

last. Yeah, there were. 

Allen - And did the faculty do a lot of recruiting? 

Margaret - Recruiting of students? 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - I doubt it. I doubt it. I can't remember any ..•• 

Allen - But we know, of course, that there was no one •••• 

Margaret - There were ..•. 

people especially 

Allen - Pardon me •..•• there was no one -around who was responsible solely for recruiting. 

Margaret - No, I don't think that there was. I don't know how that happened, to tell 

you the truth. Of course, they •.••• most of them were pretty active in the community. 
over 

Cortright himself was .•••••.. even.Zampiere, of course, was all the place. Well, 
" 

I'll tell you, I think Zampiere was sort of an unofficial recruiter. Yeah, he 

used to go off and do the speech making and stuff like that. 

Margaret - Wallace would be less inclined that way. Also Ballou, but Alexandroff, 

the Russian, was a gregarious guy who got around, and I think maybe Dr. Ropp, too, 

because he was quite young. 

Allen - You said you knew Dr. Ropp's first wife. 

Margaret - Yes. 

Allen - Were they married when she was still a student? 

Margaret - No, no. She finished her two year hitch •..•• it might have been a short-

ened one, I don't know, at that time and went to Simmons and became a Librarian. 

I don't think they were married until .after she graduated. 

She was a childhood friend that lived across the street from me, but I didn't see 

her in later years much ••••.• and never after that. But I'm sure that that is true. 



Page 18 Margaret McEnerny 

Margaret (Continued) - But they weren't 

married while she was still at school. I'm not sure, but the Redigans were 
married while he was stilJ 

Mr. Ballou thought it was all very funny. a student. 

Allen - Tell me about Mr. Ballou. 

Margaret - Mr. Ballou, he was a very jolly kind of a big •....•.. did you know him? 

Allen - No, I didn't. 

Margaret - He was gone. Big, heavy man. Quite jolly. 

Allen - I've seen some pictures from that period and Balloud~~em 
A 

alwost pear shaped. 

Margaret - Hewas pretty heavy. Yeah. Why did Wallace leave? 

I'm trying •.... when? Did he stay around for a while? 

Allen - He was around for quite a ..•.• 

Margaret - Was he gone when you came? 

Allen - While, but he was gone ...•. he left,during the war, I think ......•. if I recall 

correctly. 

Margaret - He was the only history teacher we had at that time I'm talking about. 

Allen - Where was the library7 You say across from ..•... 

Margaret - Yeah, as you came in the front door of the house - on the left was the 

administrative offices, on the right was the library. 

Allen - How big a room was that? 

Margaret - It was pretty big. It went all the way, from the front to the rear. 

Allen - OK. Where was the book store? 

Margaret - The book store. I think .•.•• I think it ..•••• they must have done whatever 

they did .. that's at on the left side down at the back on the left side is 

this sort of housekeeping stuff, you know, which they stored all this stuff down 

the financial records and that's where they there. This is where 
They 

registered. ~ had a window back there. They possibly bought the books there. 

I can't rememoer any other place where they bought books. 
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Allen - OK .... I'm just looking at a report in June '32 .••.... and Dr. Cwrtright has re-

viewed some of the facts of the year. They'd only been forced to suspend one student. 

Some good publicity, but there is a small rowdy element that is too expressive at 

times. The partial success in the assembly programs ....• too many persons didn't 

attend - although they were required. 

Margaret - Oh, I see. I .don't even know where they were holding them. I can't 

remember where they would have held them. 

Allen - Cause the new addition has not been built by this time. 

Margaret - Well they had built the single building that was chemistry on the bottom. 

Allen - Oh, had they built that already~ 

Margaret - Yeah. That was there .•... and, you know, but the 

Allen - There was an assembly room upstairs. 

Margaret - Oh was there? 

Allen - Yeah. 

Margaret - Oh, well I'm not sure. 
smallest 

Allen - The college had its ~ deficit in history in '32. 

Margaret - A smallest deficit? 

Allen - Yeah. Still outstanding -$200.00 doe from students in good debts - and there are 

some bad ones also. 

Margaret - Boy, this is amazing, isnt' it, in some of the stuff there? 

Allen - This is remarkable ....• and this is why I'm going through parts of this to help 

you recall •.•• 

Margaret - Yes ....• amazing ...... yes. And he did all this into what year? 

Allen - This is up to '38. I'm going to turn this off while I answer the phone. 

Tape off 

Margaret - I was thinking about the disorder that keeps popping up ...• 

Allen - Right. 

Margaret - I really wasn't aware of it. Of course, I was young myself ••... I was 
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Margaret (Continued) - probably as disorderly as they were. But on the other hand, 

it might be that we were dealing with a very straight laced kind of administration. 

Maybe they were expecting more than they were likely to get. I mean, I would 

imagine that if they came here now .•... or ten years ago, they'd think it was 

a mad house. 

Allen - Especially if they came during the strike. 

Margaret - Right, right, yeah. So, I don't know .••••• Mr. Wallace was very strict ••• 

and Cortright. 

Allen - Now was Ropp strict at that time? 

Margaret - Well, I think he was, but I don't think he got outside his own bailiwi.ck. 

Allen - And he was still quite young then. 

Margaret - He was quite young. 

Allen - He will, of course, become the strict one in later years. 

Margaret - Well he was a straight laced kind of character. That I think he always 

was .•.•.. and like I said, you know, the cracker type of straight laced, you know, 

I hope you don't get me trouble over any of this. 

Allen - No, no, problem. 

Margaret - But he was like that, but I don't think he was active too much beyond his 

department at that time. 

Allen - There's a notice here, too, that President'sfcoI!IIl1ents in June of '32 .••• 

the President closed his remarks by expressing regrets that some members of 

the faculty may not be present next year. 

Margaret - That's about it .•••. I was thinking, that's just about when the 3 of us left. 

I think so - the end of the year. That was Alexandroff and this guy Hutchins, 

nobody remembers, and me from the office. 

Allen - Then there is the next faculty meeting was in September of '32. And that was, 

you were gone by that time. 

Margaret - I'm pretty sure I left, yes. 
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Allen - And that was a brief note of optimism on the part of the President of 
outstood the 

colleges .. who has depression thus far •••••.• and we had survived. 

Margaret - Yes. There, as I say, I can't tell you exactly, you know, what it was 

that they had to do to cope, but there were students very obvious all were hanging 

on by their toenails. The Board of Trustees met frequently. 

Allen - How frequently? 

Margaret - I'm not sure how, but I am sure that it was frequent. 

Allen - Did they meet on the premises? 

Margaret - They met in some of the rooms on the second floor. It was obvious that 

there was worry about the money. Obviously they made it. 

Allen - Well, we have made it. Thus far anyway. 

Margaret - That's for sure. 

Allen - By this time, too, it's my understanding also that Cortright spent a quite 

a bit of time getting students ac~epted into senior colleges. Do you recall 

anything of that? 

Margaret - Yes. Well I think all the faculty people did that. Well maybe not all. 

I think that Ropp used to extend himself out on things like that. And 

Ballou certainly and Cortright. 

It seemed like the most things •.•• the main things I remember are 1) trying to 
then 

survive. 2) his interest in Junior College generally. And, of course, he had 
A 

community interest, too, and he had some personal interests like 

geneology. He was from the Harlem family. 

Allen - Harlem? 

Margaret - Harlem - HARLE M ••.•. which is now dark colored, his family was Cortryk. 

Allen - Oh really? 

Margaret - Yeah. I know this from typing things. 

Allen - How did he spell that? Kort •••.••. 

Margaret - It might be Kor it might be C. Cortryk was the last part •••• I remember that. 
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Allen - So that would be Dutch? 

Margaret - It was Dutch, yes, Dutch. And one of them was the wife of President 

Monroe. Well anyway, that's neither here or there, but he was 

always busy with a lot of community type of things. And I suppose •.•• you say 

how did they do recruiting ..••.. ! suppose •••••. 

Allen - That would be part of it. 

Margaret - Yeah, yeah. I don't remember anyone ever going to high schools 

or things like that. But nowadays do they do things like that? 

Allen - Oh nowadays it's become much more sophisticated. They still go to the 

high schools. 

Margaret - They still do. 

Allen - Yeah. And there are college fairs, mailings ...• and a tremendous amount 
is 

of money spent. Recruiting. Which Awhat you have to do in these days. 

Margaret - So many schools .••. 

Allen - And so few students. 

Margaret - Well, we're talking about now as opposed to like ten years ago, right? 

There was a period when .••. 

Allen - All you had to do was •••.• 

Margaret - Gold rush. 

Allen - I always remember the cartoon of the faculty parking lot •••.. and all the 
disreputable 

faculty having cars excepting for the dean of admissions. 

Margaret - Yes. 

Allen - That, too, has changed. Well this was ••••.•• 

Margaret - Well who took that? Who took the admissions? 

Allen - Don Kerns. Oh ••••• 

Margaret - Yeah, I'm trying to think •••••• I don't know ••••• maybe Wallace 

as dean, but there was no particular person. 

Allen - I know there's •••• in the faculty minutes there's quite a bit of discussion 
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Allen (Continued) - about admission's standards. The faculty questioning whether 

the students are going to be better this year than next. 

Margaret - Well .... our old friend here, of course, held staunchly 

sort of thing ..•• always. (Cortright) 

Allen - Well, I thank you very, very much for .•.. 

on that 

Margaret - Well, you're very welcome. I don't know if its much, but you know ••••• 

Allen - Oh, it has has been a considerable help because it adds to certain impressions 

that I have and it adds some factual material that will be very useful. 

Margaret - Yeah, well I hope so. 




