
Inte ew with Homer Henderson, Board of Associates 28 Feb. 1986 

Allen: This is Feb. 28th 1986 and I'm talking with Homer 
Henderson. You were president of the Henderson Lumber Co. 

Horner: Henderson Trumbull Supply co. 

Allen: O.K. Before that, was it always that name? 

Horner: It originally started back in 1948 as Burk rdt Lumber 
Co. and Otto Burkhardt and I started together, but he was the 
more well known I was in the community at the time so that 
we used his name, and eventually in 1954 I bought the bus ss 
from him, and continued to move until we got to Trumbull. 

Allen: 
there. 

You've got quite a plant up there. I know, I've been 

Homer: It turned out to be a more than we thought 
when we went up there. Of course, Trumbull is basically a home 
owners community and it was in the age when more and more people 
were getting into the "do it yourself" type of thing with labor 
costs and hired labor becoming in many instances kind of 
prohibitive. You had lots of younger families up there where the 
fellows were handy with their hands to do these things. Now on 
Saturdays we a surprising crowds. I think one Saturday we 
had 617 cash sales. And we would have some specials every once 
in a while and it would take off like gang busters. 

Allen: O.K. What has been your connection with the University of 
Bridgeport? Did you attend classes at the 

Homer: Oh no I was long gone before I came to Bridgeport. 

Allen: Where did you come from? 

Homer: I went to school in a little outfit out in Pennsylvania, 
Grove City College, and worked my way East until I got here to 
Bridgeport. 

Allen: How did you become related to the University of 
Bridgeport? 

Homer: I would think probably my meeting Jim Halsey and one 
thing led to another, and so on and so forth. 

Allen: And then you came on Board of Assoc s. 

Homer: I would say in the early 70's. 
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Allen: All right, now at that time, what were the requirements 
for being a member of the Board of Associates? 

Horner: As far as I know, and I've never discussed it with 
anybody, each year and I know how it's done now. Present as-
sociates are asked to recommend somebody in the business or 
financial field whom they think could be of help and were inter-
ested in it, and I've forgotten who it was that recommended me or 
asked me. I'd known John Cox for a long time and I think those 
things kind of evolved. 

Allen: 
the t 

All right, were you asked for any financial membership at 
you came on? 

Homer: I 't know that I was asked directly, but I thought it 
was kind of implied a little bit that they would hope that you 
would make some contribution. 

Allen: I know there was a life membership for $1,000 and did you 
ome a life member? 

Homer: After about a year, I think. After a time 
decided that it would be a good contribution. 
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Allen; er on they raised the life ership to $2,000. No 
body joined, they lowered it to $1,000. and quite a few joined. 

Homer: I was not aware of that. 

Allen: That was a few years ago. All right now, what did you do 
on the Board of Associates? 

Horner 1, I've been on the membership committee, which digs up 
people you thought were wo while. The last couple of rs 
I've been on the development committee. 

Allen: Now the development committee does what? 

Horner: You ask people for money. Just this last fall we had a 
couple of meetings, they have a list of people who are presently 
on the Boa of Associates who are not life members, and you go 
down list and I'll say I'll make that contact, and people you 
know or have been associated with in some manner and so you con-
tact that person to call Bill Allen because I know Bill Allen and 
you go from there. I know that you had a report, w're going to 
have a meeting this week but I was currently called out and I 
couldn't get there but letter said that they had picked up 
either eleven or twelve li ers, and after you make your 
selections, the young lady that's kind of-

Allen: Jean Lothian 
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Horner: Right, is kind of the working member. She will send you 
a list and give you some history about these people, what their 
contributions may have been in the past and when and so forth. 

len: Now did your work on the Development Committee go beyond 
bringing in life members? 

Homer: Well, I mean, you approach them basically. They've got-
ten a. letter from, in this case I guess, it's Webb Miller asking 
them do it, and some present associate will be in touch with them 
in reference to this and a couple said they couldn't do it at 
this particular time but they would make a contribution as they 
had in the past. Of course you run into good reasons why they're 
not. Some cases are that their priorities are in another 
direction. I know one fellow I talked to, he said well, I send 
them something every year but basically my church comes before 
the University of Bridgport, and another chap I know very well is 
very much interested in the handicapped, so that his direction is 
in that direction. He's quite active in the Board of Associates 
but that extra money goes in that direction. 

Allen: of the problems in fund raising is that re are so 
many worthy causes. 

Horner: No question about that. 

Allen: Now does the Development Committee also suggest other 
sources for the fund raising people to get after? 

Homer: Not that I know of. 

Allen: Have you been in any other committees? 

Homer: No, just the Member sh Comrni ttee and Devel I 
think there are only about four, perhaps. 

Allen: You've not been on the Executive Committee? 

Homer: No. 

Allen: Were you aware that the Board of Associates had an endow-
ment fund? 

Homer: I see from the annual financial report that they do have 
monies for special programs, or I believe at one point they had 
something in the scholarship line. Some special programs they've 
contributed to. 

Allen: 
most? 

Homer: 

What is there about the university that you like the 

I think, Bill, the people that are here. Your 
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professors, your administrators and so on and so forth, seem so 
dedicated to the education process. That's I would think, where 
I see the most excellence. 

Allen: This question of dedication always comes up with people 
who have know the Jr. College or the University for a long time 
because it certainly was there, beginning with Mr. Cortright who 
began the institution all the way down to the early faculty and 
it was that way when I came. The dedication has taken a dif-
ferent form now than it did previously 

Homer: Well as it grew, I would assume that's true but you take 
fellows like Jim Halsey and Henry Littlefield and they were al-
ways so cooperative • I know we-when I was with Otto Burkhardt 
we built the Engineering building, and we were like many contrac-
tors then as they are today, but we were always short of operat-
ing funds and of course we got progress paymments month to month 
but it was always very easy. If they had to requisition and we 
would conceivably get the check in a couple or three weeks, I'd 
pick up the phone and call Henry and say, you've got that 
requisition, if you could expedite it, we would be very pleased 
and the next day or so you'd have the check. 

Allen: Henry did a rema e financial job during that period. 
I had forgotten that Burkhardt did the Engineering Building and 
it seems to me that I recall, when it was being built, they ran 
into a problem of quick sand. Do you recall that? 

Homer: No, I don't. I was in the financial end at that point so 
that I very seldom got out to the job site so that if I knew it 
at the time, I do not remember. 

Allen: I remember the building being built, it's dedication and 
so rth. Somewhere here I've got pictures of that dedication, 
you may even be it, I don't know. 

Homer: No, I don't recall it. 

Allen: You say you knew Jim Halsey quite well, tell us a little 
bit about your recollections of Jim. 

Homer: Well, I got tangled up seriously with J when he got 
is Inte ional Scholarship Program • I don't know how, 
up on the Scandanavian Committee. 

Allen: You got tangled up in the International Scholarship 
Program, how did that happen? 

Homer: I don't remember. 

Allen: Well, Jim was rather persuasive , 
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Homer: I think I came to an affair down here, that the 
Scandnaavian group had, and as a result of that he nailed me one 
day, and so that I served several rs with that group, trying 
to promote the situation. we put Victor Borge on downstairs 
which was a flop. It cost us money, I'm afraid • we didn't get 
any real participation. 

Allen: I remember that particular concert and Jack Jensen was 
involved in that too. 

Homer: Yes Er Garde. Eric Garde's wife was very active. 
But it was always a struggle. 

Allen: Everything was a struggle from day one. 

Homer: To arrange things which would raise money for the 
scholarship. 

Allen: Did you continue your relationsh 
Scholarship Program? 

Homer: I did until a few rs ago. 

with the International 

Allen: as you know we have recently become quite involved 
with ernational students. A goodly part of my t in the 
last few years was related to bringing them here, which was an 
interesting part of my life. You say you knew Henry Littiefield 
quite well too, tell us a little bit about him. 

Homer: Well, he's a little dynamo. I played golfwith him and 
have been over the years quite often. Terrif ly competitive 
and very knowlege le. we call him the History Professor. 

Allen: I was talking with h Monday, I think it was. I had a 
few questions and he's still very sharp and has been most helpful 
in all of this. 

Homer: He still has the interest of the university at heart even 
though he's not -

Allen: When so much of your life at one place, you've 
got to ain that interest. I've talk wi a large number of 
emerti, now that I'm one too, they all have the same thing. 
Those who were here longer and go back, particularly to the jr. 
college period, even have a fonder hold. Coming back to the 
Board of Associates, is there anything that you think the Board 
of Associates should b do they're not doing? 

Homer: I wouldn "t venture an opinion because I'm really not 
close enough to their operations. I think for a volunteer group, 
they are pretty dedicated, most of them. 
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Allen: They are and they have been. It was founded 50 years ago 
this Spring. 

Horner: The associates? 

Allen: Well, Homer, let's close off the taping part of this and 
then I' 11 tell you something else that's going on afterwards 
which we do not need to put on tape unless you have something 
else to add to this. 

Horner: No. 

end of tape 
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