
INTERVIEW WITH HELEN HIRSCH LEVINE, HARRIET DAVIS ELLEN 
WILLIAMS, HELEN WERNER LI SKOV. JOINED LATER BY SAM LI SKOV OF 
SECOND CLASS. 23 March 1985. 

NOTE: In most instances it is not always possible to correctly 
identify which lady is speaking, therefore there are many entries 
labeled "Girl". 

Allen: I'm sitting here with four lovely ladies who are 
graduates of the first class of the Jr. College and let's iden-
tify each of them now. 

Austin: I'm Harriet Davis Austin. 

Levine: I'm Helen Hirsch Levine 

Liskov: I'm Helen Werner Liskov 

Williams: I'm Ellen Williams 

Allen: We've just been talking about the possibility of meeting 
and taking part in the graduating ceremony and, three of them, 
all but Helen Williams, could take part in the ceremony but Ellen 
has, as a church organist, will not be able to but she could per-
haps join us afterwards so we'll see what happens on that point. 
Now we mentioned earlier that you were graduates of the first 
class at the Jr. College and what we would like to do at this 
point-is to talk a little about those days. Why you went to 
the Jr. College, what it was, what it was like in those days and 
just tell us a little bit about it. Helen, Harriet, why did you 
go. 

Harriet: Well it was close to home, inexpensive and we had lots 
of fun studying out on the lawn. I can't think of a better 
reason why I went. I was ready for it when it was ready for me. 

Allen: Did you go on to another 

Harriet: I went to American Univ. in Washington, D. C. 

Allen: And what did you major in there? 

Harriet: Languages. 

Allen: Which languages particularly? 

Harriet: Romance languages. 

Allen: Oh, French, Italian 
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Harriet: Spanish. 

Allen: All right, let's see, you're Helen, Helen Levine. 

Levine: Right. Everett Cortright, who was the founder and the 
great educationalist, was a friend of ours and had come to see my 
father with the idea of starting a jr. college and in order to 
raise funds, sold bonds and interested my father to buy some and 
which he did. He, too, believed in education. It was close to 
home. Being the baby of the family, this was a great place for me 
because it was home and I went. Had a wonderful time. Loved 
every minute of it there. we were a small group, our professors 
were very close to us, with us all the time, learned a great 
deal. For me, it was a growing up experience which I needed 
badly and, as I say, I enjoyed it very much and from there, went 
on to Russell Sage College and earned my degree. 

Allen: And majored in what? 

Levine: English and French, French primarily. 

Allen: I'm going to pause for just a moment. You say your 
father bought some of the bonds. What ever happened to those? 

Levine: He gave them back to the university. 

Allen: And to you know the circumstances of that? 

Levine: What do you mean by the circumstances of that? Mr. 
Cortright was always out looking and raising money, trying to 
raise money. He had to. 

Allen: The jr. college was founded as a "for profit" organiza-
tion and that's where the bonds were and in order to get 
accredition, we had to become a "not for profit" organization 
and then he had to go to those who had bought the bonds and try 
to persuade them to give them to the university and so your 
father then was -

Levine: I wasn't aware of that but I do know that he gave them 
to the university. 

Allen: Alright, your father, therefore, was one of the original 
benefactors of the Jr. College and now the university and I'm 
happy I ran into you on that because I haven't done that yet. 

Levine: I haven't thought of that in a very long time until you 
started talking. 

Allen: well, in order to get the accredition, and also due to the 
fact that the New England Association had not accredited any jr. 
colleges, we were the first jr. college in New England, it took 
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quite a bit of doing by Mr. Cortright to accomplish this and then 
one of the requirements was that it had to be "not for prof it" so 
we had to go to the legislature, get a charter change and then 
eventually the accredition came on. Helen Liskov? 

Liskov: Yes. I was happy that I was in the right place at the 
time. When the j r. college was opened in February, they were 
poor and I was poor. They needed someone to work in the office 
and so they offered me, I was graduating, in those years there 
was a February graduation and so they offered me the opportunity 
to receive my tuition if I would be the assistant to the one of-
f ice person they had. Mrs. Redigan was Nitsche, Helen Nitsche 
Redigan was the total office force, and I had not thought it was 
going to be possible for me to go to college. I was the oldest 
of four children, five as a matter of fact, and the boys were the 
ones who were going to go so, and I had always longed to become a 
teacher, that was the one goal I had ever since I was a little 
girl and this was the opportunity that was offered to me and so 
of course it was just the most wonderful thing that ever 
happened. 

Allen: And what did you do? 

Liskov: What did I do at the college? 

Allen: At the college 

Liskov: At the college I was assistant to Mrs. Redigan and I 
then went on to New York University and Mr. Cortright arranged 
for me to get. a scholar ship there and so that, I graduated and 
then returned to Bridgeport to become a teacher. 

Allen: And what did you teach? 

Liskov: Business subjects. 

Allen: Hester Williams? 

Williams: Ellen 

Allen: O.K. we'll get them all, where do I get the Esther? 

Girls: She's a swimmer. 

Allen: That's right. 

Williams: Well I was a, it was a fortunate thing for me because 
I had lost my parents and was taken in by a teacher at Stratford 
High School who became my adoped parents and they wanted me to 
have an education. I had graduated from high school so that I 
had a half year before I could get in. I had graduated in June 
and of course the college didn't open until February so I spent 
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that half year baby sitting and things like that, and then I was 
able to get in to the school and it was a great thing. And my, I 
wanted to do music more than anything else but my adopted mother 
decided that, convinced me that I needed a background of classi-
cal education besides the music. That was what I got at the jr. 
college. I can remember so well, Miss Scurr, head of the English 
Dept. that was one of my favorite subjects because of that 
interest. Zampy with the languages. 

Allen: we are going to come back and talk about people in a 
little bit. And then after the jr. college? 

Williams: I went on to, I got a job. I had had enough musical 
background so that I was able to take a job in Stratford in music 
and while I was doing my first two or three years or longer, I 
went on to Columbia Teacher''s College and got my bachelors and 
eventually my masters at Teacher's College, in music education. 

Allen: One thing that has impressed me in the research that I 
have done so far, is the tremendous success that graduates of the 
Jr. College had in going on to other colleges and after about two 
hundred graduates had gone on to other colleges, there was a 
statement that not one jr. college graduate had flunked out of a 
senior college. As a matter of fact they did very, very well so 
something was being done right. 

Girl: There were 29 to begin with and thirteen graduated so the 
failures came before the graduates. Plus the fact there was al-
ways impressed upon us that whatever we did was setting a prece-

the jr.. college. If we did well, people who followed us 
would have a better chance, because we had set the way. 

Allen: What do you remember about the academic program at that 
time? 

Girl: Very high standards with the professors. Really, I feel 
that they were exceptional on that respect and the personal in-
terest they took in each one of us. 

Girl: Except that the one department that I was in and that was 
was in the business department. And Prof. Henderson not only 
had me for every class, he was the total business department, but 
also the coach of all the teams, the baseball team, the football 
team, etc. and I don't know whether his preparation for each 
class was as strong as it might have been so that was the one 
department, I think, that might not have measured up to Wallace 
and to Dean Scurr and to Ballou and some of the other people who 
were there. Of course there were only, I think, three or four of 
us in the whole business department but we had to ? to 
everything. 

Allen: Any other comments on the acedemic program? 
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Girl: Well, I'm the one in the class I guess that didn't 
graduate from college because, and I've never said this to 
anybody before, but number one, my mother was very ill and died 
very shortly after that and my father went bankrupt and so I just 
couldn't finish and I went to secretarial school and I never did 
get my degree, which I sometimes regret but I was very happy in 
what I did. 

Allen: You should come back and get it now. 

Girl: Yes, I know, it's a long time. I don't know how I would 
ever do it now. 

Allen: You'd be surprised. 

Girl: I had one year to go and I never did it. 

Allen: You mentioned the football team. I have heard a little 
bit about the football team, do you recall when it started and 
how many games they played or anything about the football team? 
And how long it lasted? 

Girl: It wasn't during our time. 

Girl: Oh yes. Remember we went up to Choate one night to a game 
or one afternoon but it seems to me the whole school went out or 
was it the baseball team? 

Girl: Baseball, I remember the baseball. we used to play down 
at Seaside Park. And all the fellows were on the team and we 
went out to cheer. 

Allen: Did you have any cheerleaders? 

Girl: we didn't need any, we all cheered. 

Allen: I have run across some reference to the football team. 
Ben Sternberg particularly, who said he played and was captain of 
the team and I don't know, I have no evidence as to when the team 
started. 

Girl: That was quite a bit after us. There were not enough of 
us to make a football team and I think there were nine that could 
make a baseball team. 

Allen: Well, I know that Ben said that they had to delay the 
game one time for about twenty minutes, he had been knocked out 
cold, they had to wait till he came to so that they could finish 
the game. All right, let's talk about people now, let's start 
out with Cortright. What do you remember about E. Everett 
Cortright? 
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Girl: You knew him better than anyone else, Helen. 

Helen Liskov: Well, I think Helen knew him best of all. We knew 
him in different ways. As I said he was a friend of the family. 
He was "contiring" in his efforts to get this jr. college going. 
He had an ally in Isaac Schine. Dr. Fones. 

Allen: And Dr. Fones, yes. 

Helen Liskov: And constantly impressed upon us that we were 
going to be a "simon pure junior college", never forgot the 
words, we heard them so often, and that we were leaders, we were 
determined what would happen to the other graduates of the j r. 
college if we made our mark and I think each one of us who went 
on was accepted provisionally as a junior in the class to which 
we started, depending upon on how we did when we got there, 
whether or not we became full fleged juniors and I don't think 
anyone dropped out after ? 

Allen: Helen, you say you worked more closely with him as Mrs. 
Redigan's assistant . What do you remember about him? 

Helen: He was very exact in what he expected. He wrote beautiful 
letters. They were always couched in the most elegant language 
and yet he was very understanding. One of my responsibilities 
was to run the memeograph and one day I remember everything came 
out, evidentally I had the stencil in on a slant, and everything 
came out slanted, and I said, "Oh dear, I think I ought to do 
this all over again'' and I'll never forget, he said to me 
"Everyone will think that it was only his copy that came out 
badly". He had a sense of humor, he was, he observed everything 
and yet I thought he was compassionate , he was really tried to 
encourage everyone who needed that, so I thought he was a great 
person. 

Allen: Any other memories of Cortright. 

Helen: 
morning. 

Of course we had an assembly, every single Tuesday 

Allen: And this was reqired, right? 

Helen: Oh yes .

Allen: What were the assemblies like? 

Helen: Well, he would talk to 
sage that we were pioneers of 
first in New England and then 
remember, do you remember Paul 
had a chance to participate 

us, this was when we got the mes-
the Simon Pure Jr. College, the 
there would be performances. I 

Straves singing, and the students 
we had student government, 
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remember? 

Girl: It was very effective too. 

Allen: What was the student government like? 

Girl: Anyone who, any infraction of the rules. 
brought before the student government to judge 
happened. Let him have his say why it happened 
we governed each other with no interference .

Allen: What were the penalties? 

That person was 
and see what had 
and so forth, and 

Girl: I don't really remember, do you? (no one remembers) 

Allen: What were the rules about, what were they like? 

Girl: There was cheating for one thing, that was a horrible 
thing to do . That was the worst thing that I can remember 

Girl: And yet there was student government and yet we were self 
propelled. The first lovely day in Spring, we decided that there 
would be no school that day and so we decided that was the day we 
were all going to Putnam Park for our class day. It was just on 
the spur of the moment, the entire school decided that that was 
that and so we did. I don't know, the faculty did nothing about 
it, that I can remember. We observed the rites of Spring that 
way, and of course we had our social affairs. we had our dances 
and our banquet, class banquet, we sort of initiated our own 
program so that, but we always found the faculty very close, vvery
responsive, everyone of them. 

Allen: Alright, well let's look at some of the faculty. Willard 
Ballou's name has been mentioned. His field was math.What was he 
like? 

Discussion among girls, none of them had Dr. Ballou 

Allen: I understand he had a daughter .

Girl: Yes, I seem to remember her. What was her name, Mildred? 

Allen: I've forgotten what her name is, I have it elsewhere and 
she ultimately married Dr. Goulding. 

Girls: Oh, did she, I didn't know that. One of the girls remem-
bers Dr. Goulding. 

Allen: Oh, you remember him. I knew Charlie Goulding quite well 
too, so you tell me about Charlie Goulding in the young days. 

Girls: Didn't have him, he taught Latin and German. 

7 



Allen: German and English 

None of the girls had Dr. Goulding 

Allen: He was of course part time at this point. 

Girl: I don't think he started with us. 

Allen: No, he came in later, right. It was Charles Goulding who 
sent me my collection of Scribes from the second issue, I don't 
have the first issue, down to 1944 and I've just finished reading 
those. 

Girl: I don't think we had the Scribe in those days. we had the 
Conjurcol, that was our newspaper. 

Allen: How would you spell that? 

Girl: CONJURCOL, it was a memeographed paper. 

Girl: Do you have any copies of it, Helen? 

Helen: No 

Allen: I hadn't heard about that, that's new. 

Girl: You have to remember, we started in Feb. of '28 and another 
class came in in Sept. of '28. We were already the advance class 
at that time. 

Allen: Helen Scurr 

Girl: She was lovely. English. You had to love it what she 
taught. You had to love it. A great understanding. 

Girl: She operated her class so that we would read our themes 
and then each one had to criticize, do you remember? And I think 
sometimes we withheld criticisms. She didn't. 

Girl: She was the one that taught me that you never say, "I 
don't think I'll do it," you think, you don't think something, I 
think I will or I think I will not? 

Allen: I have many fond memories of her myself when we were 
colleagues. I came to the Jr.College the first of Feb. '47, just 
before we became a university and Helen scurr was there for many 
years afterwards, so I got to know her fairly well. 

Girl: She was a perfect lady. Yes, always 

Allen: Did she have her cats then? 
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Girls: Not that they knew. 

Allen: She was a great lover of cats. 

Girl: We used to go to her apartment, or did we go to the 
University Club for tea. 

Girls: We went to the university Club. She was Dean of Women. 
Yes but she wasn't the first dean of women. 

Girl: 
she? 
Dean. 

Girl: 
days. 

Allen: 

Girl: 

Allen: 

Mrs. Hasemen, she was the wife of the minister, wasn't 
What did she teach, I've forgotten. But she was the first 

Of course there was a lot of romances going on in those 

Oh, really, tell me about those -

Well, there was Dr. Ropp and Ginny Mackey. 

Tell me about that. 

Girl: She came in on the second class. She was a student and he 
was the Chemistry Professor. Eventually, they married and even-
tually they divorced. Then he married Dottie Barker?, 

Girls: No, no, Dottie Barker, that was another romance with -
who .was the librarian? 

Allen: Emily Morrissey. 

Girls: She was a librarian too . I think Dr. Ropp - Chemistry -
(laughter). 

Girl: Dottie Barker and Dr. Ropp were kind of "chummy" and then 
Ginny Mackey came upon scene. She spoiled that . But Dottie 
Barker was the first librarian. And I don't know what happened 
to Mary Havens. She left while we were still there. 

Girl: She taught German. 

Girl: And of course there was Wallace. 

Girl: Oh yes, oh yes. 

Allen: I don't know too much about him. 

Girl: Carl Wallace, I enjoyed him very much. He was a guest in 
our home several times and he was charming, as a guest. In his 
class, I think, we all had fear of him a little bit, because he 
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was very, very strict and demanding. 

Allen: And his subject was? 

Girls; History. But he had a delightful sense of humor which 
you didn't see to much of in class. 

Allen: All right now, did any of you have Dr. Ropp as a teacher? 

Girls: Carolyn (?) did. 

Allen: How was he as a teacher? 

Girl: He was good, as a matter of fact, when we took the day 
off, on a very nice day, he would join us. I learned Chemistry, 
I really did. 

Allen: Very demanding, precise individual. 

Girl: No. 

Girls: that's not the impression we had. 

Allen: That's interesting because those of us who knew him in 
later years found that that was the case. O.K. Zampierre. 

Girls: Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh, he was our favorite. 

Allen: I've heard an awful lot about him, but nothing very, very 
definite. 

Girls: Had a wonderful sense of humor, he really did. He could 
be very entertaining in teaching you while he was entertaining 
you. It was a spoon-fed education, it really was, but you 
learned, at least I learned with him. As a matter of fact he was 
the one who inspired me to go on to become a French major, which 
I did. He was interested not only in French, but in everything. 
Any topic that came up, he could expound and go on and on about 
it. He spoke to us a great deal about the life of Henry Adams, 
do you remember that? That's why I read Henry Adams because of 
Zampierre, which I would never have picked up otherwise. He had 
a wealth of knowlege and knew how to give it to you without 
making it a laborious task. I thought, I enjoyed him. A lot of 
people didn't think he was a good teacher because they thought he 
was too flip to teach, I never felt that way. 

Allen: A hard marker? 

Girl: I didn't find him that way. 

Girls: I don't think he was hard enough. 
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Girl: I don't think his standards for each individual were as 
high as they should have been. 

Girl: No. I agree 

Allen: I heard a delightful story about him from Earle Bigsbee 
who came quite a few years later, and he looked at some of 
Zampy' s grades and found that there were all A's and B's, and 
there was one young lady whom he knew was not being very strongly 
endowed intellectually, and he questioned him about it, and 
Zampy's retort was, "Oh, but she is so pretty." 

Girls: That sounds like Zampy. 

Girl: I was always the girl with the "teetian" hair. 

Allen: I understand also that he had a great love of wine. 

Girls: Oh yes, and he was very open about it. 

Allen: Let's see, some of the other teachers at this time. We've 

Girls: Well, there was Mrs. Heimstock who was a part time 
instructor. She was the wife the minister of the First Baptist 
Church, and her first name was Star, that's why I remember. 

Girl: Taught Psychology. She taught us the homing theory. The 
homing theory means I want to go home , I have the homing theory. 

Girl: Mr~ Hendersonr the Economics teacher. 

Girl: No. I had him for everything .

Girl: Well, of course one of the things that most people would 
recall were the lunches we had with the faucets. 

Allen: With the what? 

Girls: With the Pawson's. 

Allen: Who were the Pawsons. 

Girls: Mr. and Mrs. Pawson in back of the building that was 
facing Fairfield Avenue which was jr.college, there was another 
building which probably in olden days was a carriage house and 
the Pawsons lived upstairs, and the Pawsons decided that they 
would furnish lunch, for a charge, you know, if the students 
wanted to take advantage of it, and we did. We had very good 
lunches there and then afterwards-

Girl: I remember the gingerbread. 
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Girl: And then afterwards we would go back up into the room that 
we used as an assembly room, where we had a piano, and Vic Romano 
would play piano, and we 'a dance and sing for the rest of our 
lunch hour, and then go back to classes. It worked out very well. 

Girl: The Pawsons were the maintenance there. Mrs. Pawson, did 
she work too? No, Mr. Pawson did all the work. 

Allen: Now all of this was done with very little administration. 
There was Mr. Cortright, Mrs. Redigan and you. 

Girl: Well, More or less. 

Allen: Both as a student and as an assistant. When one looks at 
the size of administration today, of course, admittedly for a 
larger much larger institution, and the multitudes of things that 
have to be done today, one wonders how you could do it with that 
rather small staff. was there a lot of mail? 

Girl: Oh yes, there was a lot of mail. Actually there was a lot 
of mail going out, announcing the fact that we were there on the 
map, and also there was it seemed to me a lot of mail, you know 
for the school. But don't forget, Dr. Cortright had been working 
on this for two years or three years before the school ever 
opened, and maybe longer, so that there was a business already 
established. No, I think the administration was just part of the 
team, we didn't feel that there was that much of supervision, I 
never recalled ever having administration in our classes, it was 
so -

Allen: What was registration like? When you registered at the 
beginning of the semester for the courses? 

Girls: Dottie Barker was also the registrar. And we just went 
into the library and told Dottie what we wanted, not what we 
wanted but what there was for us to take. we just simply took, 
that was all. It was a very personalized and informal. 

Girl: There wern't that many bodies to cope with. 

Allen: You're right there. I know when I first came, registra-
tion was a major headache, it still is. Hopefully someday we';ll 
get it computerized, but maybe it will work and maybe it won't. 
The old jr. college building, which had not yet the brick addi-
tion put on to it, how many rooms were there in the building, 

Girls: The library downstairs. 

Allen: The library downstairs. 

Girls: Off to the right as you came in, left was the office, and 
behind the off ice there was a classroom. 
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Allen: And there was another classroom on the first floor. 

Girls; Don't recall one on the first floor. 

Girls: Miss scurr had the one upstairs, at the head of the 
stairs. (All the others) wasn't the chemistry lab down in the 
back on the first floor and there was another room in back of 
Wallace's where Henderson, that's where we had our classes, that 
was downstairs, so that there was the office on one side, then 
there was Wallace and then there was Henderson and then the 
Chemistry Lab was down at the other end. The library, of course, 
took the whole side of that, right side. 

Girls: Don't forget the wisteria 

Allen: How did the wisteria come to be the school flower, be-
cause it was there? 

Girls: It was growing there and it was all over the place. Going 
to the Pawsons there was an arbor. 

Allen: As a matter of fact, a few years ago I had the idea that, 
for alumni and as a fund raising idea, to send some wisteria 
seeds to each who made a contribution and have them start a wis-
teria plant. I found that, first of all, wisteria seeds are 
very, very rare, secondly, it is a very difficult plant to grow 
and then the lady who was on the Board of Trustees who was going 
to give me all of her seeds, which would have been enough, I 
think, to start out with, found out .that her wisteria vines had 
been chopped back by some gardner so there were no seeds so we 
gave up the idea. But it is an extremely difficult plant to 
grow. 

Girl: You don't see very many today. 

Allen: No you don't, but Betty Shaw out in Fairfield has, or did 
have until they were chopped down by error, a very beautiful wis-
teria vine, covering her whole patio. And it is a very pretty 
flower. 

Girls: Yes it is. 

Allen: When you were there, we had not started the idea of the 
Wisteria Queen, had we? 

Girls: No, that comes later. 

Allen: Where did you have your assemblies? 

Girls: Second floor, it was over the Chem Lab, that was the 
brick addition. 
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Allen: Well, when I came the Library was on the second floor of 
the brick addition and the chem and physics labs were on the 
first floor. Were there any social rooms or places you could 
gather between classes? 

Girls: In the locker room. Upstairs where we had our Tuesday 
morning meetings. At noon time we would gather in that room. 
That was the room that had the piano in it but most of our 
socializing, the girls did it in the locker room. 

Allen: And the boys in the boy's locker room. I know the gossip 
columns in later issues of the Scribe make much of the noises 
that emmanated from both those rooms. What did you do as a class 
for fun? You've mentioned teas and dances, what kind of dances 
were these, what we used to call record hops? 

Girls: Yes, I guess so, we didn't have an orchestra, did we? We 
had a Vic playing the piano, Vic was our player. Vic Romano who 
later went on to Columbia and became a Dentist. 

Allen: Did you happen to know his wife? 

Girl: Isn't that funny, I spoke to her recently. 

Allen: Mildred 

Girl: Yes, I never met her and I still haven't met her . I'm in 
the insurance business and she was involved in an accident with 
one of my inssurees when she called and we star to talk, 
she said, I always used to hear the name, Helen Levine, and as we 
started to talk she said, "Are you by any chance Helen Hirsch?" 
and I said "Yes I am." and she said, "Vic used to talk about you 
all the time." He had died. 

Allen: Yes, Mildred is a nighbor of ours, and my wife knows her 
very very well. As a matter of fact when we're away she takes in 
the mail and vice versa, but she lives within a hundred yards 
from us in Far Mill River. I wanted to tie down that that was 
the Vic Romano. 

Girl: Ours was a phone conversation, I never met her. 

Allen: Well, I' 11 tell my wife and Mildred about this. Small 
world,isn't it. O.K. were there any school dances or teas? 

Girls: Oh yes, we had school dances I remember one of the 
dances, I think it was to welcome the new class in September, 
remember? and Pres. Cortright said to me, "oh, I like that ring, 
the ring that I was wearing and I never forgot that. That was 
the night tht Sam and Tony Andonice took us home, that was the 
first , highlight of the dance. 
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Allen: Where did you have the dance? 

Girl: In the assembly hall. 

Allen: Later, I find, that some dances are held at the 
Stratfield. 

Girls: That was much later. We had one very sad and interesting 
experience, the Biology Class, I believe, needed a cat that they 
were going to dissect and Carol, the one who is not here today, 
brought in a cat. She lived in Westport and the purpose was to 
keep the cat until the Biology class .....Everyone became very at-
tached to the cat, do you remember that? 

Girl: Who taught Biology? 

Girl: It was a very sad day when they took that cat. 

Girl: I think Dr.Ropp but I'm not sure. 

Girl No, no, it wasn't Dr. Ropp. I'll tell you who it was, he 
taught at Harding. This was the person who taught at Harding was 
a Biology teacher and I'm trying to remember his name. 

Allen: Well Ropp taught Psychology. 

Girl: Psychology 

Allen: A couple of times andHealth Education. You did every-
thing in those days. 

Girl: I can see the name of the person, see the picture of the 
person who taaught it but I cannot recall his name. 

Allen: would you have any idea what the faculty was paid during 
those days? Do you remember what your tuition was? 

Girl: we discussed that at that graduation party that we had 
five or six years ago. It was so ridiculous compared to what it 
is today. I can't remember what it was. 

Girl: Is there no catelog? 

Allen: There are catlogs, yes, we have all the catalogs, but 
that would give the names 

Girl: And the tuition 

Allen: Yes, it would. 
remember. 

I was just wondering if you would 
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Girls: No, no. 

Allen: I remember what my tuition was at Yale, it was $600. 

Girls: And today, it is $10,000/year 

Allen: And board and room I think was about $300. and then I had 
what we called a bursary job which paid for that. I did a lot of 
interesthing things. One summer I drove the launch for the crew 
coaches in New Haven harbor and I got my board and room for that. 
Things have changed considerably. 

O.K. what were some of the funiest things you remember about 
those days at the Jr. College? 

Girl: I remember waiting for Mrs Heinsdow(?). It was a nice 
spring day, it was a lovely day and ten minutes, we waited ten 
minutes and we left. If she couldn't remember us, we weren't 
going to stay. 

Girl: Of course, in those days, romance was known to everyone 
and I remember Ann Bennett and Carl Hedberg. She, at the top of 
the stairs throwing down the ring. She would have none of that. 

Allen: The romance was broken up, you mean? 

Girl: At that moment it was, but the whole school, of course was 
a party to it. Romance was rife, everyone was involved in 
something. 

Allen: How was this received by the administration, the faculty? 

Girl: They didn't interfere, that I'm aware of, in any way . We 
were small enough. 

Girl: If there was any interference, it came from parents, not 
the administration. 

Allen: From the parents. What are your fondest memories of the 
Jr. College? 

Girl: Just being in that group, I think meeting the people that 
we did, I think those are the people that we are have anchored to 
more, or feel very close to, despite the fact that we don't see 
each other very often, we still feel the bounds of very close 
ties. And of course faculty members that we remember. Dean 
Scurr, she was always so encouraging, so helpful and just so 
beautiful. 

Girl: I think a wonderful place for us to grow up in, don't you 
think so? 

Girl: rt really was a growing up experience and of course in 

16 



retrospect, everything is always idealized, but it was a wonder-
ful time, it was for me. 

Allen: What were the most difficult times, the saddest thing 
about.-

Girls; Leaving, graduation. Graduation was a very sad thing, it 
really was. 

Allen: There were no major cr1s1s during your two years there 
that caused consternation other than the breaking up of romances 
and so forth? 

Girl: Actually, we were there a year and a half, we went through 
the summer. 

Girl: I can't remember, no no. 

Allen: so you paint a very idyllic picture. 

Girls: It really was. 
your mind. 

You tend to push the bad things out of 

Allen: Time does that. Now your husband was in the second class, 
is that right? we'll have to talk with him about this too. Did 
you fall in love with him then or was this a later development? 

Liskov: No, it was then, yes. Actually. That was it. That was 
the first dance that we went to. I really thiunk it is. 

(Sam Liskov arrives. Lots of noise and confusion) 

Liskov: Do you want to be here for a few minutes? 

Sam: I'd love to. I'm a member of this club. Second class. 

Allen: What was the reference? 

Girl: The hamburgers. 

Girl: Oh the hamburgers. Yes. Tuesday night I had a class in 
Stamford George, my brother, would come down every Tuesday 
night with a huge bag of hamburgers, fruit and goodness knows 
what and on the way they would constantly battle so that some-
times my hamburgers came in pieces. By the way--This is Johnny. 

Allen: Hello, John , how are you? 

John: Fine. 

Allen: we are doing a little oral history, right. Sam, you can 
sit there, here or wherever you wish. 



Girl: Sam was the second class, this the first class. 
first class. 

We're 

Allen: All right now just joing our group is Sam Liskov, right? 

Sam: So happy to be here. (a lot of talking all at once) 

Girl: That's right, it isn't always that we gave you that 
privilege. 

Sam: That's very true. When we had a money raising affair. 

Allen: We had just gotten to the point of asking your wife 
whether she had met and fallen in love with you at the Jr. Col-
lege or was it later and she said yes it was the first dance. Do 
you remember that? 

Sam: Yes, it was at the first dance. I think Helen went for a 
Latino. Yes, Tony Andonici was her escort, I believe, and I felt 
very much put out to be up staged by another student of somewhat 
dubious descent. I thought she should have stuck to one of her 
own but eventually I followed the line of persistance and 
overcame. We shall overcome. 

Allen: When were you married? 

Sam: We were married in '37. We had a big depression, we had a 
long courtship. Helen went on the school. I went back to mind-
ing the My brothers and I had an electrical radio shop 
down on Madison Ave. in Bridgeport and so I was there for about 
three years and then I went back to school. In the meantime, 
Helen came back and started to teach and so I went to New York to 
school too, in those days, you could go to law school with two 
years of pre-law. And New York University School of Law accepted 
me and I was very happy to be admitted in 1933. And I thought I 
wanted to be a lawyer, for some reason or other. I was 
influenced, I think, by my cousin who had graduated, he practices 
here, Louie Stein. Had gotten out of Yale Law School the year 
before and I, and so I went to school in New York. I dropped my 
tool box and picked up a brief case and went to school in New 
York. 

Allen: You said you were interested in this, did you finish law 
school? 

Liskov: Oh yes. I finished and came back to Bridgeport. 

Allen: Practiced law? 

Girl: He's still practicing. 



Sam: Took the bar and 

Allen: Still practicing 

Sam: Yes, that was in 1937. I was admitted in January of '37 and 
set up a one man law off ice in the old North End Bank Building at 
the corner of North Avenue and Main Street. I was the first 
lawyer to ever open an office outside the downtown area. They 
used to call me the "country lawyer". And well you couldn't beat 
it, for fifteen dollars a month, I had two rooms in the North End 
Bank Building, in 1937 • 

Allen: And today, that wouldn't buy a square foot. 

Sam: It was wonderful because Helen was making a thousand or 
eleven hundred dollars a year and in her first few years of 
teaching at Harding and we could afford a two room apartment at 
Shelton apartments instead of the usual one room. So, but I was 
still working in the store with my brothers for a while. I had 
no clients but gradually I developed a little private practice 
and it has continued and after we were married Helen, I think, 
had to be in school at a quarter to eight. They used to have two 
sessions, double sessions so I would get up and make breakfast. I 
couldn't send her off to work without giving her a cup of coffee 
It would be unamerican. 

Allen: Everyone wants to feed you. 

Sam: That was the least I could do. She was the breadwinner and 
I finally got a clients that was the way was. 

Allen: well, let's go back. You entered in the fall of '28. 

Sam: I'd been out of high school a couple of years. 

Allen: Why did you go to the Jr. College? 

Sam: I would have gone earlier. 

Helen: He was a politician as well as a lawyer. 

Allen: Oh, I can see that. 

Sam: I thought I was a statesman. 

Allen: That you get when you get to be old. 

Sam: Well I worked in Reads for a couple of years after high 
school, in fact I worked there the first day it opened up on 
Broad Street . They had just opened the store on St. Patrick's 
Day, 1926. My first job out of high school. I had graduated in 
1924 and it was the house furnishings department and uncrating 



iceboxes. I worked in the store and then the Jr. College opened 
up. And I thought I wanted to go on get some kind of higher 
education and I don't know if there was anythin in particular, as 
I recall, any particular influence or specific reference to mine 
but it was there and I inquired and signed up. I wanted to get 
some kind of a business course. I thought I wanted to, in fact 
in the store I did a lot of bookkeeping . I thought I wanted to 
develop some kind of bookeeping or accounting education and I 
went to the school. As a matter of fact I think my first, when I 
registered they took a promissory note for a hundred dollars for 
tuition. I have the note someplace. I'm looking for my folder 
in which I promised to pay the Jr. College of Connecticut the sum 
of one hundred dollars. I'm not sure whether it said with inter-
est at six percent or not, but and it was a in 1928 a hundred 
dollars payable thirty or sixty days after date and I have the 
note so I must have paid it. I remember giving it to Mrs. 
Redigan and I thought that was rather significant .

Allen: we've been doing a lot of reminiscing about people at the 
Jr. College and the events and during their career there and I 
would like to ask you the same thing, tell us about some of the 
faculty and the people that you knew at the Jr. College? 

Sam: well I remember the faculty. I had Dean Scurr as an 
English teacher. Prof. Wallace as an Economic professor and Mr. 
Henderson for accounting. 

Wife: Henderson was the only one who taught unless your second 
year you -----. Did you have somebody from GE? 

Sam: Yes, the chief cost accountant from General Electric was a 
man by the name of Joseph Koberg. He was the chief cost account-
ant over at GE, over in the Bridgeport Plant and he taught cost 
accounting. That was my second year accounting course. I had 
Helen Seligman . I think was psychology. 

Women are gabbing and it's impossible to understand. 

Sam: And of course I didn't take any of the sciences . I had 
Zampy, yes .

Allen: Tell us a little bit about Zampy. 

Sam: Zampy was a very interesting and vital kind of person. He 
was a, to me a sort of a renaissance man who brought a continen-
tal flavor to the school, and he in fact once I think he had us 
up to his apartment. He lived on Coleman Street or Sanford 
Avenue, somewheres up there around the Washington Avenue apart-
ments and I remember Mrs. Zampierre, she was avery stately, very 
chic, very continental. The jewelry, yes, she was a very 
glamorous kind of person and friendly and Zampierre, I enjoyed 
the French courses with him. I had taken French in high school 



so it was good to follow up in Jr. College. 
years with zampy. Who was the librarian? 

Girls: Dottie Barker. 

I think I had two 

Sam: Dottie Barker . Yes, she gave a course, I've forgot ton 
what course it was but she also taught a course and I don't 
remember whether what the course was. I think it was sort of a 
beginning bookkeeping course when we first went in and then we 
had Henderson and then Koberg or I'm not sure. Koberg may have 
come in at night. 

Girl: He did. 

Sam: That's right, it was a night course. 

Allen: I asked the girls this earlier and they didn't remember 
anything about the football team. 

Sam: Well, there was a football team and the coach, I thought 
Henderson was the coach . I'm not quite sure about that, but I 
recall one game that we went with (?) and Carolyn Lynn to Choate 
up in Cheshire . There were four or five of us that piled into 
her little Pontiac Coupe and we went up there to cheer our boys 
on and we lost, I think it was 70 to 0.

Allen: How many games did they play that year, do you remember 

Sam: I don't remember 

Allen: And then what happened to the team the next year, did we 
go on the second year? 

Sam: I don't know. 

Allen: Do you remember a Ben Sternberg? 

Sam: No, I don't remember, his names does not-

Allen: He was he may be a year or so later than you but he told 
me he played on the football team, the captain of the basketball 
team and also the baseball team. 

Girls: we didn't have a basketball team . 

Allen: But he told me that one football game they had so few 
players that when he was knocked out they had to wait 20 minutes 
for him to come around before they continued the game. Do you 
recall how they got the uniforms, or where they got the uniforms 
for the football, 'cause football is expensive? 

Girls: wasn't baseball we went to, was it? We were trying to 



figure out, we thought maybe it was the baseball team. That 
wouldn't be at night anyway. 

Sam: I don't know, I don't remember that. 

Allen: Do any of you have any copies of this Conjurcol or other 
momentos or letters or aything from this period? 

Girl: I had, and I loaned it to somebody at the university, I 
had a book that we had. We had a class day. I remember that and 
I don't know if it was on the history or whether it was a 
prophecy or what. I had written it out on this book and I had 
other things that would have been very interesting, clearly 
written, but would have been interesting and I think one of the 
copies of that paper were in it. I lent it to somebody in the 
university .

Allen: You don't know who? 

Girl: was it Harris? Who was the man? 

Allen: Bud Harris 

Girl: was there somebody, was there a woman before that before he 
was there? 

Allen: The person that I recall before Bud Harris was Bill 
Kennedy. 

Girl: I it was Harris and I never. I asked for it a year or 
so later after I lent it to them and it had been lost. Somebody 
said it's probably up in the attic. 

Allen: All right I've heard about the attic in Cortright. I've 
heard it's an awful mess but I do expect to get into the attic 
this summer. Maybe I'd better do it before summer. 

Girl: It is a grey book and says something about "girl graduate" 
or something like that on the outside of it. 

Allen: O.K., we'll be looking for that. 

Girl: But if you find that I think it might have some things in 
it. 

Allen: All right if we do and I find it, I'll let you know. We 
hope to have an archives room. We have a request for a special 
budget request to develop an archives room in the library and 
we'll be pulling the archives and other things of this sort 
together in this room to use. I'll be using it all the while I'm 
working on the history of the university. 



Girl: I might have some snap shots. I was thinking, I know we 
one day we went down to the beach and had a beach party. I think 
I have a picture of that group somewhere but I don't know if I 
can ever find it. That I don't think was included in that book. 

Allen: Anything of this sort that any of you run across, I would 
love to see it and very possibly put in the archives. 

Sam: I know I have a folder but I think my closet space over my 
bureau went to be linen supply and I don't know what has happened 
to the folder. I've been looking for it for a couple of days. 
In anticipation of this but it says Jr.College, it's a big legal 
file folder and -

Allen: Good, but if you find any of this-

Sam: There were some snap shots in there, there might have been 
a class picture of ours and other things, but I'm sure it will 
show up. 

Allen: Now the Scribe started while you were an undergraduate or 
at the Jr.College: 

Sam: Yes,there was the Scribe. 

Allen: I have the second issue of the Scribe, but I don't have 
the first. Charles Goulding sent me, I was telling them earlier, 
a whole bunch of them from the beginning down to 1944 but and in 
that the commencement issue for the second class, I have a class 
picture. 

Sam: That's our class. There is a combined photo of the entire 
student body that Corbit took if it's down at Corbits in the 
stairwell. It was there about a year ago when I looked in there. 

Girl: Was that taken in front of the building on Fairfield Ave. 

Sam: Yes with Dr. Cortright and the faculty. Dr. Ballou I 
recall, the combined student body. I remember seeing that 
picture. 

Allen: I'll get in touch with Lewu and we'll get a copy of that. 
When we do we'll get together with the bunch of you to try and 
identify who was who. That would be great fun to have for the 
history. 

Girls: I was thinking of the people who are not here, who are 
gone now. I was thinking of Evelyn Homesby. She was the validic-
torian of our class who wrote the class hymn and Emma Grear. She 
is on the West Coast. But I'm thinking of the people who are 
not here. (They mention a bunch of names - indistinct.} 



Girl: We havent't talked about-

Sam: What about Leonard Scalzi. 

Girl: He's around • 

Girl: Ellie and I were talking about him before. 
fice on Noble Aveue. Is it still there? 

Sam: I thought I, I'm not sure. 

Girl: was he at our 50th reunion? I don't recall. 

Girl: He was there. 

He had an of-

Girl: I '11 tell you, when Gerry comes, we can ask the whole 
group to get together at some time. That would be good. 

Sam: Dan Massey. 

Girl: Casello, Lenny Casello. 

Sam: He was in the second class. Paul Liscio. 

Allen: I 'rn going to be talking with him because he has main-
tained a long close contact . He is still active as director of 
the Fones School. He was the first alumni president and so 
forth. 

Girl: No, I was the first alumni director. 

Allen: Oh, you were. Oh good, because the Scribe is wrong then. 
That's great to hear. When did you - ? 

Girl: Remember, we had a dance at Seaside Park 

Sam: At the Pavillion 

Girl; At the Pavillion, that was when I was president of the 
association. 

Allen: Oh good, it's good to get things straightend out here. 

Girl: I don't know if it was official or not but that 

Sam: By acclamation. 

Girl: But that was the -

Allen: So we have Mrs. Liskov as the first alumni president. 

Mrs Liskov: I'm quite sure .



Sam: I was president of the alumni also. I think I was either 
third or fourth. One year, it was very early in the 30's. 

Allen: One thing that I've noticed in reading through the Scribe, 
Cortright was always very much interested in the alumni. 

Sam: Yes, do you remember the 25th anniversary at the old, the 
luncheon he gave or the dinner? The one at Marina. He said "my 
first class" and it was the 25th anniversary. It was in 1954. 
I'm sure there must be some write up someplace. 

Allen: I'm sure there is. I remember something-

Girl: (some talking) They lived across the street from us up on 
Wilson Street. The early 30's or 40's. 

Sam: Who, Dr. Cortright? 

Allen: He was still alive when I came. 

Sam: Oh sure 

Girl: When was that? 

Allen: I came in Feb. of '47 and he remained alive for several 
years beyond that. 

Sam: I'm quite sure that-

Girl: we moved, we moved from-

Sam: there was a 25th anniversary and he said, "I want to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the college with my first 
class" and we were all invited, I was invited by virtue of my 
long standing association • 

Girl: I remember we were having a dinner at Marina, that I 
recall but I don't remember-

Sam: I'm not sure whether it was there. There was also something 
at the old Stratfield Hotel. 

Girl: That's the one that is in my mind, i think. 

Sam: Now whether that was the 25th? 

Girl: There were rows of tables and evidentally it must have been 
an alumni dinner, for all the classes that had graduat , because 
we were seated by classes. 

Sam: I thought this was a particular one at Marina at the old, 



when they had the red brick around, the original Marina building 
which is long gone. 

Girl: That's where students ate at one time, wasn't that? 

Allen: Marina, yes, there was a dining room there in what was the 
ballroom. I know when I first came and when I was a bachelor, I 
used to take my evening meals there very often because I had eve-
ning classes, and so I got to know Doc and Emily Ropp very well 
and others whom you wouldn't know necessarily, but do you have 
any idea of why Cortright was so interested in the alumni? 

Girls: They were his boosters, like I said. 

Sam: Yes and also I think that he was very proud of the fact 
that the first few classes had spread the word about Jr. College 
of Conn. That they had gone on to four year colleges or had ob-
tained the achievements that he had wished they would do and that 
fulfilled his mission in creating a chance for higher education 
in the City of Bridgeport because he had been, as a matter of 
fact, he lived down here on Main Street where Verrilli 's Piano 
Store is now at the corner of Salem Street and Main. It's a big, 
white stucco house and being a native northender, we knew him. 
I'm not sure if he was once principal of Shelton School which was 
my old grarnmer school, but he was later superintendent of schools 
but I think that some of the, now I don't know whether Corty 
Phillip's mother, who was Estelle Cortright, his daughter, went 
to Shelton School and later on to Bridgeport High school, but we 
knew of the Cortrights in the north end and then he went on NYU 
as professor of education and came back and started the school. 
But this, the fact that the first few classes were accepted in 
four year schools and went on and got their graduate degrees and 
went on either to professions or to business or whatever seemed 
to him a source of great pleasure. 

Girl: He was also a great practical person and I think he was al-
ways looking for support, financial support as well as other 
supports. 

Sam: Yes. 

Girl: The alumni association was a funnel to which he could-

Girl: Plus the fact that the Jr. College was an ideal of his for 
a long time before it became a reality and when ours became 
successful, I think you have others. 

Allen: Yes, there was quite a few, at one time in the late30's 
or early 40's there were 10 junior colleges in Connecticut, the 
state junior college movement had not started yet. Now there are 
12 of them. 



Girl: Ours came up at a time when our economy was very bad . We 
had the depression and it afforded many many people a chance to 
get an education who would never have had it without the junior 
college. 

Allen: I used to hear in my early days here that we began as a 
shirtsleeves college and we continued that way for a long, long 
time. 

Girl: Does Corty Phillips have any input on this? 

Allen: He certainly will. Corty is, was a student of mine many 
years ago. 

Girl: He came from Stratford. He was the naughtiest boy I ever 
had. He was horrible. 

Allen: Well,yes, I can see that. I will be talking with Corty. 

Girl: Please don't tell him I said this. 

Sam: The statute of limitations is long gone. 
should, it would serve him right. 

And maybe you 

Allen: Well, of course, he has done very, very well. One thing 
about not only in the junior college days but in the university 
days, our graduates have done very, very well. As a matter of 
fact, I've often said it would be difficult if I ever was sued or 
had to go for some reason before a judge in superior court to 
find a judge who was not a student of mine. There would 
have to be a change of venue or something because so many of the 
judges have been students of mine. McGrath, Eilson, Gerety, or 
there's got to be more of them too. 

Sam: Zarilli was in my class 

Allen: That's right. 

Sam: Ken Zarilli and Ken remarried and he is now in Florida. 
He's, I guess they stay in Florida but then, I think he-

Allen: A good friend of ours is another Ken zarilli whose is of-
ten confused. 

Sam: E & F, but you're right, the junior college afforded that 
avenue to a great many of us who never would have gone to higher 
education and-

Girl: something - but I'm thinking not only of (I don't under-
stand this at all) You talk Corty Phillips and Len Manerio and 
talk about George Taylor. You talk about these people, just 
think. 



Allen: Ed Kasparak who-

Girl: So that all of these, I mean the community as a whole, I 
think was able to get-

Sam: Certainly 

Allen: And I've noticed over the years, too, another thing that 
has been very, very heartening, and that is the loyalty that our 
alumni have-

Girl: There's only one thing that I have though that I feel that 
the college has regressed and I regret very much to see what has 
happened. I think that the lack of emphasis on the acedemics and 
the fact that the liberal arts are no longer considered the basis 
of the college that the law school, the college of engineering, 
the business all of these and that the other cultural aspects of 
the school have been more or less made to become less important. 
It bothers me. 

Allen: O.K. I'd like to talk with you just a moment about that. 
I've heard that argument many, many times and I'm speaking now of 
38 and a half years at the university. I taught History before I 
went into administrtion . When I came, we were not yet a univer-
sity and we became one and there was a college of arts and 
sciences, yes. Followed very quickly by the college of education 
and the college of business. We were talking just a few minutes 
ago about being a shirtsleeves college . we have always had, 
even from uni or college days, avery strong emphasis µpon prac-
tical subjects, business particularly. At the same time a very 
strong academic background . This will continue up to the 60's. 
In the late 60's, at the time of rebellion, trials and tribula-
tions on campus and so forth, the faculty changed the core 
curriculum. It was their worst day and I fought it but there 
were so few of us that you just couldn't make a dent in their 
desire to completely let the student arrange his own program. At 
that point we lost, I will agree with you, some of the emphasis 
upon the arts and sciences because they were no longer required. 
It was the destruction of my department, the History department. 
We used to have 17 full time members and now there are 6. We do 
have, however, a new core curriculum which is in effect and has 
been for four or five years and there is a very strong core of 
the humanities and the arts involved in this which everyone has 
to take, but at the same time there's another fact of life that 
intrudes upon this and that is the fact that students now are 
wanting, and have been for the past seven or eight years, a 
program of study that will assure them of a job. Now you hear 
the old, old argument I know my father and mother used to argue 
over this, my father was the practical one and my mother was the 
school teacher. What can you do with a History major? My wife 
and I had a little discussion on it when my older daughter wanted 



to be a History major. My contention, and this won the day in 
our household, was that with a good strong liberal arts 
background, you can do anything you want to do. 

Girl: That's my feeling exactly. And that's why I feel the lack 
myself, because my program at the junior college and at NYU was 
constantly in a narrow, vocational area so that I feel that I 
missed so much of the History, the English and the Music and the 
Arts and the things that to me are important for enrichment and 
this is the thing when I hear of this it becomes very painful to 
know that the college.-

Girl: This was not a problem that was peculiar just to us. It 
was universal with universities, colleges and so forth. Just two 

s ago, there was a big piece on the front page of the New 
York Times. Did you happen to read it? Colleges going back and 
reorganizing the curriculum to bring in more of the arts. It's a 
whole swing back again, they feel that people study Latin now , 
it's good for you, it's good mind training, we should do these 
things. For a long time, no one took Latin. 

Girl: we all think its the university that takes the leadership 
and say this is what we have to offer. 

Girl: But you must remember, Helen, The university can't exist 
without students, they have to give the students what they want. 

Girl: Well, I know, but I think that there are enough resasons 
for the the college to become the leader in that procession and 
the students; they will follow. There are many reasons why the 
University of Bridgeport has its uniquesness that makes it 
appealing, but I do think, and I was very troubled when so many 
of the faculty members had to leave, because there was no work 
for them to do, because the college a lesson to solve that. 

Girl: Its swinging back now. However, I feel that there is 
going to be another deterrent, and that's the fact that tuition 
has gone so very, very high now. People are going to try to cut 
their time in college as much as they can. Because of finances. 

Allen: And more and more will be going to the public Univer-
sityties which cost less. This is a major problem, Helen, and it 
has become, not only at UB but everywhere, very much of a market 
oriented thing. The students are looking for something which 
will give them a good job. All surveys indicate that students 
want to go to college so that they can get a good job and make 
money. No where along the line are they interested in becoming 
an educated person, or want an education. So you have to com-
promise in the sense tyhat you off er them the course that will 
prepare them for a job, but then require them to take as much as 
possible in the arts programs. And we are doing that. We dis-
guise an awful lot. In the sense that, we have a career mange-



ment program, for example, which every one has to take. This at-
tracts students, but at the same time, in the Career Management 
Program, we explain to them the necessity of the educational 
aspects. It is not ideal, That I grant you. Yet is a major 
problem. 

Girl: Its a buy in. 

Sam: NO No, This you may have. I don't know if you have one of 
these or not. 

Allen. This is the 40th anniversary booklet. Convocation. April 
'67. I am sure that I was there, but I don't have it. Thank you 
very much, there are some good pictures here. 

Sam: 
else. 

Girl: 

There are some funny things, as I was looking for something 
We are pack rats. 

What's happened is that we can never find what we want. 

Allen: Well, this has been a most interesting conversation for 
me, I've enjoyed it and looking at some of your papers, I think 
you have too. (Agreement) I'm in a very nostalgic period of my 
life, and particularly as I talk with people who such as you, who 
are feeling this nostalgia. It is fun. It is fun to remember 
the good things about the past. Part of the objective of this is 
to help me in developing the history. I' v got two years, and 
hopefully we will have something with people it it. There will 
be names, and you will show up in it. 

END OF TAPE/ 




