
Interview with Prof. Emerson G. Chamberla , 10 r 1985. 
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Em: No stern Connecticut some place. 
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Allen: 

you typify Jim Hals 

say that J 
omoter sense, 

very siastic 
great hopes r 

ute to that. He 
was 

, 
oc-

ve 

kind of a man 

, he 
was go to 

importance of 
University of 
of people who 

lookout for good 

I think it 

some of t 
Littlefi 

ot r perso alities? Well, let ' s take Henry 

er much til 
Henry did get in 

the rt of f acu that 
1 decisions pretty far 

e were always a lot of c laints 

5 

r 
general 

, that 
the line. 

o t at he 

sion 
in-
And 
was 



, se wasn't decid e wanted to. 
I think they did run a very tight sh though. Of course, one of 
my big gripes was the salary situation. Every t we adopted a 
new salary schedule, I was further down on the schedule than 
before, so I was never put on the same on the new schedule 
that I had had on the old schedule. So I, if I had to 1 i ve 
entirely on , and support my ly, on what I was id by the 
University, I would have been really miserable. 

Allen: well, I had to. 

Em: My salary was supplemented about 50% by Ann's income. So I 
didn't wor too much about that. I didn't like that too much. 
It s to me basically unfair, way they handled those, they 
had to raise the salary scale, and it seemed to me that they 

have they have old t rs same rela-
on the new scale that they had in the old one. 

Allen: It is inte how i developed. I am told that they 
have been trying to get somebody to replace me the recru ing 
area they offered a guy out in Indiana a job ially 
what my salary was, ing s, s es, 

so for th and them down. And a much younger 
individual. s, born at the wrong time, Em. 

wou you call Halsey the dreamer and Littlef ld the builder? 

Em: I don't go r generalities too That sounds like some-
thing you to put the publication. 

len: No, I am just t to draw you 

Em: Well, there is something in it, of course. 
relative. 

Everything is 

Allen: Do you r r anyth about the situation ich 1 to 
Hal becoming Chancellor Littlefield the President Chief 
Executive Off r? 

Em: Just scuttl utt. 

Allen: What was the scuttlebutt? 

Em: Hals 
known 

I might 
view, if I 
was any of 
told by s 
to 

never told me anyth directly out it. since we 
each other pretty c ly years before, that is re 

able to get low down on it from his point of 
had asked. I don't know. Anyhow I didn't think it 
my business. But the impress I got was 

, and I can't , that Littlefield 
real rat officer. And was kicked 

I wou 't at al su ris that there was s 
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Al That corre to some the scuttl utt that I remem-
ber on it, too. 

Doc Ropp? 

Em: Well, I h well. 

Allen: Yes, we 1 did. 

Allen: Yes, I have seen h within the year. his 
rtrnent e it was sold rent went up. He 

bitter last rs. Brought on in part by very great 
depression over the loss of his brother, which af him. He 

some health problems. And then bitter at the University, 
rt of the ing Science College to 
and Humanities. 

Em: Well, He wou be. 

Allen: some of the situations that occurred within the 
faculty, and so University Policy. He would shake his 
the jowls would follow, and would say, "I don't know, Allen, 
what this place is coming to. " With every one that I have run 
into, incidentally, he always called everyone by their last name. 
I don't know of c 1 by ir first name, do you? 

Em: No. 

Allen: 
he? 

It was quite typical. ki an strator was 

Em: He always felt ve sure elf. And , what he 
and, e situated the way he was, considered high standa s and 
complete r i ty honesty so forth, but 1, I was 
su is , for instance, when the series of s occur 
where we had e on the faculty er false pretenses. And 
they were people who were under Ropp. So I was kind of surprised 

they had been le to pull the wool over his eyes. 

Allen: He was marri twice, as you know. 

Em: Un huh. 

Allen: Did you know h 
Or was it over at that t 

Em: No. 

Allen: What 

he was marr 

re, do know? 
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Em: 
why 

One time said just a phrase to me about, 
first wife to get But I can't 

maybe that 

it was out. But that was quite a few rs 
r what 

I could just 
s of, I don't she couldn't come up to Ropp's s 

the word is, integrity? 

You he always answered the phone? Did you ever call him 
at home? First he would give his nu er, then "C.D.L. Ropp 
speaking". Or "Clarence Daniel Luther Ropp", I guess he wouldn't 
put who four of them either. Anyhow, ve fo Never 
just s hello. 

Well, I r r his talk to s s, r he to talk to 
ents, like the graduating class or so forth, he ly had the 

same message eve t One of phrased was, 
had this bunch of keys ready, and he wou talk about the key to 
this and the key to that, (?). The Arts and Science College was 
the kind of education, the only important kind of educat 
to Dr. Ropp. And that is why would be bitter. 

It has fur 
the faculty 

r become evident, it becomes even clearer if 
back in those days. 

I am sure it would. I haven't looked at Em: Yeah, it wou 
them - I r j st once at the t for the next ing 
that is 1. 

Allen: The - Charles Goulding sent me a collection of them, they 
in '38. Gould took them, took them 

Goulding t , then They argued about the same things 
that we are arguing today. With pr ly the same 
conclusions. But using rn 1 e, we are becoming too 
technical sional and we are not doing with the r 
things ion, Arts Humanities. It was the same 
argument. Sometimes even the same words. Now is , of course, 
came at a time when, r survival, Jun r College was develop-
ing a Business college. Do you remember anything about that? 

Em: I guess they must it already in '38. I can't remem-
ber when I fir had anything to do th it. My first year or 
two, I don't think I had anything to do with it, but I can't s 
for sure. But it wasn't long before I was t ing American His-
tory in the even for I taught five different subjects 

first r. 

Around Easter t of '39, I came Thanksgiving '38, Prof. Herren 
pass away, and he taught cs Sociology, among 

r things. I took over his Social Problems class 
of the sec semester and I had never had a course in sociology. 
I took a course in soci at Co ia, two courses that summer, 

I Princi es Sociology for seve rs. 
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later, I had a minor in economics, man succeeded 
Herren in Economics was not in Sociology, went els re suddenly 

September, I just don't r r just year, '44 maybe, 
and Dr. Ropp looked in the dossiers found that I had had a 

nor in economics, so I was put to teach Economics. And I 
taught only the Prine es of cs that year. By that time, 
for one year, maybe not that r, how long did I actually do 
that? one or two years? Anyhow, there was one year there, where 
they were beginning to talk about departments and I was teaching 
only economics, which is amaz to me now. Economics was so (?), 
I wouldn't think of trying to teach Economics now. 

Allen: Oh. changed. 

Em: It was a descriptive science, although the, there was a 
little hint of the quantitat stuff corning in at that point. 
Hadn't really taken hold yet. One reason I never got a PH.D. with 

1 this ing. I never got ialized. I never got as far 
as working on a dissertation, but I finished most of the course 
requirements. 

Allen: It is a liar picture. 

You knew, of course, the faculty was 
knit. There were a lot of social acti 
at this t , so you knew quite a few of 
What kind of a rson was she? 

rather small and closely 
ties amongst the lty 
those. Helen Scurr? 

Em: Helen Scurr was a good lady. Dr. Scurr loved books, but I 
don't know, I no idea her politics were, what her social 
views were, (?). She was a naive person, I think ly. 

Allen: How could 

Em: Well, maybe you 
I was Chairman of the 
was formed. 

Allen: OK. Ballou? 

Em: Ballou left. 

Allen: Before you came? 

so naive Dean of Women? 

was Dean of women the same 
rtment. we were there when it 

Em: No, Ballou was there when I came and the r or so. It 
was when Cortright t in summer sessions and Ballou refused to 
teach the summers. But he quit, he left. Cortright insisted 
that it was our patriotic duty to teach in the summer session, the 
war was on. And the of us were there to do because 
we needed the money. Litt extra money. but not Dr. Ballou. He 
was in the last es of his career anyway. I don't know where he 
went, do you? 
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len: I don't recall, I think I have it some 
have a daughter who married Charles Goulding? 

Em: Yes. 

len: was his daughter a student? 

EM: I know. 

len: Didn't Ballou life right near the college? 

ace. Didn't 

Em: Well, when I came at Thanksg ing time, in '38, Bal , Yeah, 
on Fremont street, I think. Anyhow, I was invited over to his 
house for supper. See I came a rry, thout my family. And, 
what was I going to say? Anyhow, Ann came down, it wasn't til 
Christmas time '38. when we found a house moved in. Of course 
that wasn't ve long from Thank iving. Anyhow, in meant , 
the Junior College had Fremont House, I ink they c 1 it, on 
Fremont Street, Edith Decker was matron there, whatever you 
call it, a girl's do tory, I ate over re. But anyhow, Ann 
came down and Jim Halsey took her around looking r houses we 
found this one and Ann got her stuff ready to move 
down during Chri I am running off the track. 

Allen: You were go 
dinner. 

to talk about Ballou inviting you over for 

Em: 1, 
founding 
over the 
that. 

Ballou, at that meet 
place etc. He sa 

, Ballou told me out Cortright 
they had the poli ti battle 

school is ma th I r r about 

Allen: zampierre? 

Em: My gosh. I haven't thought about h in years. 

Mussolini. 

Em: He taught reign languages I first came re, I know 
that. ing about zampierre's wife). He liked his liquor, I 
think. 

Allen: So I have 

Em: Seems to me I have a memory of ing h rs to 
his classroom once. I am too sure about that. 

Allen: He was somet s referred to as little old winemaker. 

Now in this respect, I am reminded at this point, that in the 
early days of the Junior College, and it is true right up to the 
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early '40s, an awful lot of faculty members as 1 as Cortright, 
but Zampier re ially, did an 1 lot of speaking to or-

izations in town. D you ever get into any of that? 

Em: No. Not at that time, well, 
pearances scattered over seve 

I never did, I made a few ap-
rs, nothing of importance. 

Allen: It seems most of these speeches were aimed at spread-
ing the word of the Junior College and-

Em: That was what they were trying to do around 1940. 

Allen: Did you remember Charles Goulding at this time? 
Ever get close to him? 

Em: Well, we exchanged Christmas cards all through Ann's life. I 
don't think I have got any ca s the last year or two. i don't 
know for sure that he is still alive. 

Allen: Yes he is, he is still alive. I exchanged letters 
last fall, a year ago, and he sent me back issues of the Scribe 
and a set of the faculty minutes, declined to be interviewed be-
cause he said "I don't remember anything". 

Em: I have had Christmas cards from him up to a few years ago. 

Allen: During the war years, did the teaching load increase? 

Em: During the war years? Well, when the war first started, when 
we first got in it, the student load went down. As I recall, as 
far as my courses were concerned, they went up, because that is 
when I got into Sociology Economics. But the student 1 
went down. It wasn't until after the war, when we had the stu-
dents coming back on the GI Bill, that the student load increased. 

Allen: Alright, was there much planning for the post war period 
during the war period? Did the school look ahead to what would be 
the situation after the war? 

Em: I don't know of any. What went on the front off ice, I 
don't know. The later period of the Vietnam war was where I had 
more definite ideas about what was going on. That period when 
they expect education would expand indefinitely, and didn't 
realize, well they started talking about graduate programs, 
they didn't realize that the, one of the main sources of the stu-
dents were people who were avo ing the service. As Chris Collier 
would put it, they didn't want to go and die in Vietnam, and the 
higher administration seemed to think that sion would go 
on forever. About t Al Schmidt came here. Then all of a 
sudden the bottom dropped out. And it always surprised me that 
the people didn't realize that would happen. Seems to me that I 
did (?). 
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Allen: I think I was one also who opposed graduate courses. 
Which didn't endear me to some people. 

Em: well, that 
Littlefi , the 
when retired. 

is one of the things that Ropp, Halsey and 
istration disag on. and they were happy 

Allen: Along this respect and coming back to Ropp. was Ropp 
ever, as far as you know, in danger of ing his position? With 
the Administration? 

Em: I have no knowledge of any def in move to try to oust him. 
I 1 certain, both Halsey and Littlefield felt he was a drag, 
probably, on their hopes for building up the school. And he prob-

ly felt he was defending standards. 

End of Side One. Go to side Two. 

Allen: I asked the question was that it must have been some t 
late '47-'48, before I was married, that Ropp took me as after 
dinner one night, we 1 us to eat down at Marina, and we went 
for a little walk. And he said there was some problems and if it 
comes down to push comes to shove, I think he said, would you sup-
port me? I had no idea what the problem was, or anything, so, but 
I said yes, and then I hea no more of it after that. And that 
has always intrigued me. 

Em: I hadn't heard that. 
remember. 

He never asked me that, that I 

Al OK. Now this is something too, that I am not quite sure 
that you told me at one t or not, but I would like to clarify 
it. Did you at some time dur the war, work in industry as well 
as te ing? 

Em: No. In the early stages of the war, we were all told, that is 
the whole population, who were teachers in general, that it was 
the patriotic thing to do to wo in industry, in your spare t 
So I got a Social Security Number, years before I needed it, be-
cause we didn't have Social Security until, what was it '52 or 
something? And was on the list then to be hired to be working in 
the summer, so this would be just a short time before we had sum-
mer sessions. In the early stage of the war. Well, I never got a 
call. Summer of '39, I went to summer school at Columbia, the, I 
took a course or two at NYU too, I forgotten just which sum-
mer we first had summer session. It probably was 1941. December 
'41 was Pearl Harbor. So it was summer of '42 we had a summer 
session. 

Allen: Charter Day D r Wistaria Festivals. Charter Day 
dinners continued all the time down to recent years when they have 
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been dropped, I s during the '60s. 
went on for quite a period of time. 
started? 

the Wistaria Festival 
Do you remember when it 

Em: I guess they ready had it when I came. I know George and 
Ti were tots involved in the Wistaria Parade one time. 

Allen: Geo 
Scribe. And 
on Fairfield 
And we held 
Park and the 

e was a ring bearer. I remember reading that in the 
at this time they were held out in back the building 
Avenue. There was a big Wistaria bush on a trellis. 
them there r a while til we moved down to Marina 
Circle. 

OK. After the war a tremendous 
came? 

ion. Do you remember when I 

Em: I don't know as I cou 
'47. 

give a date or not. Probably '46 or 

Allen: February first '47. 
interview. 

I was down in January for an 

Em: We had already had a couple of years of growth. Well, I 
remember Harry Kendall and Herb Glines, when they came in. Right 
at the end of the war. Just after. we were taking in a new class 
every three months, for a while. registration sessions were 
really hectic. 

Allen: They were for a long time. That was my initiation. 

Alright, let's talk about some of the faculty rs that came in 
during this t Did you know John Sherry ve 

Em: Not very well, no. 

Allen: Just by reputation? 

Em: By reputation primarily. Well, of course, in faculty meet-
ings with h and, well George took a course in Math with h 
Ce inly more intere ing than Moshowitz. But, well I heard 
stories about Sherry. 

Allen: OK. Harry Kendall? 

Em: By the way, Sherry was made Acting Chairman, I was told 
was a very good acting chairman. I don't know whether that had 

any great effect on his private life. In other wo s, he stayed 
relatively sober while had that job. But never would accept 
election to things like the Senate. So this is all hearsay. 
he got rid of that responsibility, which he wanted to do, I guess, 
(?) 
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had best source of rmation and Allen: John Sherry 
rumor. He and Har 
going on. Just a 

Wechter. They s to know was 
minutes after Deans Council. 

Couple of other Administrators that we haven't talk about. I 
will come back to Harry Kendall. Harry Becker. Did you know 
Harry very much? 

Em: I had something to do with Harry Becker, yes, because he was 
Director of the Evening School. One time they put in a course in 
Marriage and the Family, before we had a department of sociology. 
A professor Folsom. I think his name was, came over to teach it 
part time, and I went over to Harry Becker and Prof. Folsom, to a 
lunch to talk about setting up this course. And that is when I 
found out that Harry Becker just held a tea bag over the hot 
water, instead of putting it in. But in talking with Becker after 
Folsom left, or the next day or so, talking about a course Mar-
riage and the Family, he said something to the effect about 
Folsom's married life, and didn't r ize that Folsom had been 
divorced and remarried, and I did. it was a little bit of a shock 
to him I think, to find that out. I think Folsom marr one 
his students. 

Allen: we haven't talked about Earle Bigsbee. 

Em: Earle was there when I came, I guess he had been there only 
one year before. Well, Earle knew his bus s. 

Al OK. 
bit ago, Har 

Now we will go back to someone we mentioned a little 
Kendall. Both of us knew him rather well. 

Em: Oh, by the way, Story you might be interested in about Earle 
Bigsbee. He didn't have any phone in his apartment and this was 
when Cortright was still running things, he wanted to get a hold 
of Bigsbee on a Sunday or something or other, and he couldn't, so 
then he ordered Bigsbee to get a phone. 

Allen: Harry Kendall. 

Em: Harry is prob ly one of the best known members of the 
faculty that all of ever knew. He came in the middle of the 
semester. Well, what can I say about Harry? 

Allen: Oh, Yes, we shared an office for many, many years. Let's 
go on to some administrators, Let's take Miles as a Dean. 
What kind of a Dean was he? You were meeting with him in the 
Chairman's Council and so forth. 

Em: Well, he was dean when I decided that I had to resign as 
Chairman of the Department, that was before we got the idea of 
electing the Department Chairmen all that. And of course I 
had , I grew up with the department. well, Miles was a take 

14 



charge guy, of course. He said I surprised him when I asked for 
the interview and told h I felt I should resign as Chairman of 
the Department. Because we were going into graduate work and 
stuff like that, it was obvious. So well, I was, I helped try to 
find a replacement by going to the historical association meetings 
and interviewing several people, including Al Schmidt. 
There was, I had one favorite course, at that time, American Con-
stitutional History, which I had to deal with Roucek on, had to 
because that was required of Political science majors and wasn't 
required of History majors. But anyhow, I told Miles one time 
that was the one course I hoped I could keep. And he said, Oh 
good, you can keep that. He forgot that. I wanted to make it a 6 
hour course, but Roucek wouldn't agree to it, The Political 
Science Department put in their own course, but then Al Schmidt 
came and let me have a 6 hour course in American constitutional 
History. There were hardly any students. The easiest job I ever 
had. 

And I was sitting around the table in the basement, down there, 
where when I had had it with 35 or 40 students, many of them 
majors under Roucek, and a lot of them not too good. It was a 
real hard job. But still I liked it. 

Allen: Well, let's talk about Joe Roucek. 

Em: I'd better not. 

Allen: Why Not? 

Em: What are you going to do with this material? 

Allen: Well, this is (Tape turned off). 

Em: I'm inclined to think -. Well, it is a clash between the need 
for publicity and the need for professionals. 

Allen: I remember ve , very well sitting in the office with 
Thurm Philoon, David Long and Joe Shaefer, and Joe Shaefer was 
reading The New Yorker, and he yelled, " My God, we got him! " He 
clapped his leg and jumped up and down and pointed to the Strange 
Coincidences Department. 

Em: Did very little damage as r as I could see. 

Allen: Did you know Joe Shaefer very well? 

Em: Well, he wasn't there very long. 

Allen: No. 

Em: I think he was a good teacher. 
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Allen: He left, and eventually, I think he died of cirrosis of 
the 1 r. Thurm Philoon left in one of our retrenchment periods, 
went on to Franklin and Marshall where he made quite a name for 
himself. 

Em: I met him at a history association meeting after that. 

Allen: And he died a few years ago, too. Dave Long? There was 
an interesting fellow. Essentially a minister. Why didn't he 
ever practice as a preacher? 

Em: I don't know. (?) we had him up for dinner and we asked him 
to say grace. When he got through, Pete said "well, that was 
long, wasn't it?" 

Allen: We had a similar situation where he and Marie were visit-
ing us and we were eating out on the lawn and one of our neighbors 
commented on how long the prayer was. 

We still get Christmas cards and letters from them, once a year. 

Em: He still in Texas? 

Allen: Arkansas. He has been teaching and Marie has been 
teaching, library and so forth, and they run a farm. 

OK: The 60s. 
those? 

The time of the upheavals. Any recollections of 

Em: Yeah, a lot. Long Senate Meetings and parliamentary rules, I 
was the parliamentarian. I was close to that in the drawing up of 
the Constitution for the Faculty. I remember all that. And I 
remember we had so much trouble with parliamentary rules that Dr. 
Ropp thought it would be a good idea if we had some classes on it, 
and I was supposed to run them. We posted a notice and nobody 
came. One who always held up meetings was Dean Eaton Read, he 
could always find something wrong with the English or the 
spelling, we would take up the time talking about that. I remem-
ber a meeting of the Emeriti when we were hoping for an organiza-
tion of Emeriti, that was Halsey's hope. 

Allen: That was also Miles' hope. 

Em: That whole meeting was taken up by long winded Emeriti, so 
there was no time to take any action and nothing has been done 
since, that I know of. 

Allen: Miles had me do an attempt, after he came back, to get 
them organized, he wanted to find some way to use them, and get 
them going. It bogged down over the same thing. They wanted a 
Constitution, and -
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Em: I remember meeting up there in the Tower Room or some place. 
probably my fault because I had brought in the suggested Constitu-
tion in very outline form. 

Allen: Why do you think the Junior College and then the Univer-
sity succeeded? 

Em: Well, the GI Bill was the big thing. It got a head start be-
cause it was there, and the other schools that are around here now 
hadn't been founded yet. That is all I can figure. 

Allen: What do you think of the future of the University? 

Em: I hadn't thought of it. 

Allen: OK. Before we stop, is there anything that you would like 
to add or say that would be of interest? 

Em: Well, I should have given that some thought before you came 
around. I am not in a position to compare it with other 
institutions, cause I never worked in any other institution. 
Probably over all, we had a bunch of pretty energetic and very 
capable people, in spite of 1 the things we talked about amongst 
ourselves. (?) It filled a need and still does I hope. I per-
sonally didn't agree with every thing, but I am also willing to 
say, probably, the institution survived better by going the way it 
did rather than the way I would have run it. I might have been 
more like Ropp. Want to try to stick to the old ways. 

Allen: In talking with our contemporaries, the old timers, almost 
everyone comments on the attitude that we we were family. In 
the late 40s, maybe the early 50s. And then that changed. First 
of all, would you agree with the concept that we pretty much felt 
that we -

Em: It was mostly a question of size. When things are to more 
colleges and more departments, you don't have as much in common, 
you can't have as much common with all of those people. By the 
time I left, we were a minority of the faculty. Where, in the 
earlier days we knew every body, not only all the faculty, but 
most of the personnel. 

Allen: And we knew a goodly number of the students. 
very definitely was changed. 

And that 

Well, Em, I think that we have come to the end of today's taping 
and if at any time you think of anything you would like to tell 
me, give me a buzz or drop me a note and we will be happy to 
receive this. And I thank you very, very much for this oppor-
tunity to go down memo lane for a little bit. 

Em: You are welcome. 
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End of Tape. 
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