
February 12, 1985 - Earle & Mae Bigsbee's apartment in Shell Point Village, in Ft. Meyers, Fla. 

Allen - We're going to go around the table and have each of you identify yourself so that the 

.. secretary will know who's name is what as we go along. Earle we'll start with you .. 
Bigsbee - Earle Bigsbee - formerly at the University of Bridgeport from 1937 - 1972. 

Allen - OK. Alright, Mae. 

Mae - This is Mae Bigsbee. 

Allen - Now, you did something at the university .....quite a while in the Book Store. 

Mae - Yeah. I managed the Book Store from 1952 ........do you remember? 

Bigsbee - I don't know ..........all I remember is one day I came home for lunch and you 

said, "I'm going back with you - they asked me to help in the Book Store for a few 

days." And she stayed 20 years. 

Allen - OK. Fran? 

Dolan I'm Fran Dolan. I first came to the university in 1947 - harassing Earle Bigsbee. 

I left in '69, I think. 

Allen OK ..... and you were in the Biology Department?

Dolan - Chairman of the Biology. 

Allen - You came in another ........

Dolan - Working with Earle for a couple of years. 

Allen - Doing what? 

Dolan - Chairman of Admissions .......... after he went to Junior College, I became Director 

of the Admissions. 

Allen - And then you went to the Biology Department. 

Dolan - Right. Bill Everett was Chairman at that time, and when he passed away, I became 

Chairman. 

Allen - And you retired again in what? 

Dolan - '69. 

Allen - '69. Alright, Fran ....

Fran (Mrs.) - I'm Fran Dolan .....and I was at the university with the Fones School of 

Dental Hygiene .....when we reconstituted things .....from 1949 to ....I think it was 

1971. 
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Allen - Now your position there was as Director of Fones? 

Fran (Mrs.) No, I was called the Dental Hygiene Director. At that time, no school of 
~ dental hygiene not associated with a dental school could operate without a dental 

a dentist in charge. So I came on to assist Dr. Robert H. W. Strang as he was the 

Dental Director, and a famous Orthodontist, who worked and practiced in Bridgeport and 

had known the originator of dental hygiene, Dr. Alfred Civilian 

Bridgeport dentist in his own rights - a long, long time ago. 

Allen - Right. 

Fran (Mrs.) So that was when I came in. 

Allen - And then ....you left when? 

Fones, who was a 

Fran (Mrs.) About 1971. They didn't know how to say what I did. I really stopped working 

there. I didn't retire because I wasn't old enough. I changed my lifestyle. 

Allen - OK. Well, what we have here are four people - five if you want to count me -

who spent quite a few years at the university. Why did you stay so long, Earle? 

Bigsbee - Nobody else would have me. 

Allen -Now, I think there are some other reasons, too. 

Bigsbee - Well, you can teach in an institution that's well established - which I had 

such an opportunity, but there was something appealing about being part of an 

institution that was building ...... and I think that was largely responsible for my 

happiness there, and unwillingness to leave. 

Allen - Fran? 

Dolan - I came there from New York the year .....either the year or immediately preceding the time 

the Junior College became chartered as a university .....and I wasn't sure when I 

came,how I would like what I was doing & What I was doing - was trying to help Earle. 

He didn't need any help, but I was assigned to him. But anyway, I didn't know much 

about that side of it ....at that time - I don't think .....and I didn't know whether ....

what to do, as he said, I think the idea of working in an institution that you're 

helping to build .........and found that you were part of family - rather than an 

employee of a company .....even though when you moved over to the teaching side, 
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Dolan (Continued) -20 - 21 hours was a normal load ......and I think the salaries we 

were getting at that time were about the tax most people were paying on theirs 

right now. So it wasn't for things like that, it wasn't the .....

Allen - If you were getting that much, there was something wrong. 

Dolan - There was something wrong. But we didn't ........I don't think anybody stayed 

because of the money ......and because of the amount of work that you did there. 

I think people just liked to be there - and they just enjoyed their fellow workers. 

I enjoyed him - all the years I was associated with him. (I'm pointing to Earle 

when I say this). And I didn't want to leave. 

Allen - Fran, why did you come? 

Fran (Mrs.) Well, I was recruited ......down, as I state ....to work with this new school 

starting, and with a well-known expert in his field, Dr. Strang, and that was the 

big appeal which led into the association of Bridgeport with Barnum .....of whom I 

had heard, of course, and then later the chance to try to create something ......put 

to use some of the ideas I had regarding dental hygiene education, and how it should 

be. And then the chance to work with people, like Dean Bigsbee, and all the others 

I thought very hard working, very energetic, creative, innovative administrators, 

and other faculty. When it was small, we all enjoyed one another very much. We 

worked very hard - had a good time ....made our ties there - and I never, ever 

regretted it. Initially it was the challenge to do something that hadn't ever been 

done before. 

Dolan - Wasn't the highlight of your time there when you met me? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Well, I think we married ........that's what you think ...... I've always said 

this - Fran and I married so I could get him off the corner of my desk. 

Bigsbee - I don't know. Fran mentioned salaries ... and they weren't very great in the 

days when we joined it. I don't know whether .......! don't remember the name of the 

person - Henry Littlefield interviewed him - and decided to offer him a position, 

and he said to the young fellow ..... I don't know what the number was now, but let's 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - say it was ........... he said, "You can be an instructor for 

$2,800.00." And the fellow thought, well, gee, I'd.like more than that, but I 

better take it. So he said, "Alright. " And he saw Henry erase $3 ,000. 00 -

and he put $2,800.00. 

Allen - I've heard that story. It's not apocryphal. 

Fran (Mrs.) Oh, beautiful, beautiful. 

Allen - I, in talking with Henry, when I came, February of '47, I came for one semester 

at $1,200.00 - equivalent $2,400.00 -and I commented to them that I thought that 

maybe I could have gotten a few hundred dollars more - and he said, "You probably 

could." And you may recall that our increments in those years were $100. and $150. 

Fran (Mrs.) If you were good. 

Allen - If you were good. 

Fran (Mrs.) Yeah. 

Dolan - And if you were lucky. 

Fran (Mrs.) Yeah. 

Allen - Yeah. Earle, you came in '37 you say? 

Bigsbee - Right. 

Allen - The Junior College was then 10 years old. Would you tell us a little bit of what 

the Junior College was like in those days. 

Bigsbee - Well ..... maybe this shouldn't be said, but I was recommended for an opening there 

in the Physics Department by the Commissioner of Higher Education in the State of New York. 

Corty always asked for recommendations from the Commissioner because he wanted to keep 

good relationships with New York State, as well as naturally in Connecticut, so I went 

over (we drove over - Mae and I) and all I ..... I was at Union College ...primarily 

I was looking for more money. Union likes to pay you in its prestige and age. 

So I went in ..... well we drove up and I looked at it ...... being used to Union College 

with its tremendous campus and beautiful buildings - and I saw that white building 

there and I said to Mae, "I'm not going to go in there." And she said, "Well, you 

drove all the way here, you might as well go in and see." So I agreed that was 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - sensible and I saw Cortright, and Ballou, and left ...and Corty 

said, "I've got several strong candidates that I've got to see yet - so you'll be 

hearing from me later." And as I got in the car I told Mae that, and I said, "If 

I never hear from him again, it'll be time enough." That was on a Friday. On 

Monday there was a letter offering me the job. 

Dolan - You could have brought it home with you. 

Bigsbee - And then I had to make up my mind ...... and it was almost double the amount 

Union was paying me .... so ....Mae and I talked it over ���it meant changing our 

areas and families ����and I went down there. One of the reasons, however, 

was that I talked to Ballou, and Corty, and Everett I think it was, and Dean 

Scurr , and I thought if these people (as I sized them up) find this an 

interesting place, probably it is good enough for me. And so .... after Mae and I 

talked for a little while, we accepted and went down. I enjoyed it very much when 

I got there ....... and Bridgeport was more interesting than where we had left living �

....... and there was a triumvirate there .... Corty, and Ropp, and Everett who was 

the inner core of the - they made a committee that ran the schcol. And Ropp was 

very off and careful about getting acquainted with me. The others were very cordial 

and got acquainted quickly ....... and finally Ropp comments and said, "Glad you came 

and joined us, and so forth." And from then I was in with Ropp. The next year 

I was invited to expand the triumvirate into four ����they had committees ..... so 

that got me in Administration - first time,and I enjoyed that. As I said, it grew 

and things happened. Few people could have that experience. 

Allen - Right. Now let me ask a few questions about some of the people. Cortright? 

Talk to me about Cortright. 

Bigsbee - Cortright was most unusual. He was a man 57 years old when he decided to found 

a Junior College ���and the reason he did that was he got some data that you get from 

sources and it showed that Bridgeport had the fewest number by percentage of high 

school graduates of any city of its size ...... and he figured that a JuniorCollege 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - would provide educational opportunities for the students. Well 

that's ..... here he was just seven years away from his pension and to go out single 

handed to found a thing that wasn't known in New England ........ because while there 

was many junior colleges that ..... well .... that became in existence in New England -

they mostly were switch overs from so and so girls' scho9l, and so forth. 

Allen - Or the YMCA colleges. 

Bigsbee - Yes. So it was really a new deal. Bill, I don't know whether this is true, 

but you may want to look it up ......... if it means anything to you ...... ! remember 

Corty telling me that in the American Mercury Magazine - which is probably 

still at Yale's library, at the time it was being founded, a Yale 

professor wrote an article on how a junior college would be a dangerous institution 

to permit in Connecticut. 

Allen - Was he open yet at that time? 

Bigsbee - That was Corty's characteristic - he let nobody dissuade him. Once he 

had a project in mind he went right straight at it, and if he enlisted you in it, 

there was no answer but one - the one he expected of you. So it was that determination 

that enabled that man to convince other people to join him. It started out, as you 

know, as a private business. 

Allen - A private business .... a for profit institution. 

Bigsbee - That's right. 

Allen And it never has been since. 

Mae - Was it ever? In the early years? 

Allen - No. 

Bigsbee - Corty was a ..... a most unusual man, and I got along with him very, very well liked 

him. Don't think I have met many men that had as great a vision and then the ability 

to make the vision a reality. 

Allen - I might add, I don't know whether the Dolan's know this or not, the second ...

the first change in the original charter removed the for profit and made it a non 

profit institution. And the primary reason for that was that we ·could not get any .... 
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Allen (Continued) - any accreditation as a for profit. And then .we've gone, of course, 

gone through several charter changes since then. 

Bigsbee - Well, that was one of Corty's big battles - to get accreditation ... 

Allen - Yes. 

Bigsbee - The New England Association didn't want to have anything to do with 

the Junior College. And if you vaguely remember, I used to go out on lots, and lots, 

and lots .of teams to accredit Junior Colleges .... and the reason was that they could 

put in the report E. M. Bigsbee - from the University of Bridgeport .... and that 

carried weight with the committee that had to make the final decision. 

Allen - Right ....that's right. 

Bigsbee - So I accredited .....or went out on 49 teams ... 

Allen - 49? 

Bigsbee - For the New England Association - while I was there. Almost all of them were 

Junior Colleges. 

Allen - Yes, I think it's also somewhat ironic, the opposition from the New England 

Association in the early days, and subsequently Henry Littlefield was President 

of the Association. 

Bigsbee - Yes he was. 

Allen - Something of which he is very proud of - and I think redounded very much to the 

benefit of the university. And as you, and I know other people were active 

on accrediting teams in later years, so this is an evidence of the growth of the 

prestige and respect that came out of what Corty started. Now you mentioned a few 

other people along there - Ropp who was one of the first faculty members. What can 

you tell us about Doc Ropp? 

Bigsbee - Meticulous, not easily changed once he made a decision. I don't know whether 

either of you were in the faculty at the time, I'm going to tell you this incident .... 

Ropp favored the ....... Oh gee, I forgot what we called it ....... the ratio that you 

made with an A getting a 3 ... 



Page 8 Bigsbee/Dolan 2/12/85 

Allen - Right. 

Bigsbee - Well the system they used to have was 3 for an A, and 2 for a B, and 1 for a C, 

and 0 for a D or an F. And I opposed that, I wanted A being 4, and then that separates 

D's and F's, and each of us had gained a following and for about three years when 

it would come up yearly for, adoption by the faculty, it would just ......... 

that's all. And one day it came up again, and I suppose it was Corty who was conducting 

the meeting, and he turned to Ropp and said, "How do you feel about it Dr. Ropp?" And 

Dr. Ropp said, "It's alright with me." Everybody in the room fell off their chairs. 

Dolan - There's only one dissenting vote ...... no longer. 

Bigsbee - Notice who was going along with him ...... just caved right in when ... 

Dolan - And they were out on a limb. 

Allen Yeah, yeah. Going on a few years in the future (and this will up into the 40's 

I guess) when Doc Ropp was Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Was he .... 

what kind of a Dean was he during that ....at that time? 

Bigsbee - Very, very hard working - and he didn't know what an 8 hour day was like. 

And I would use the word meticulous again. He .... well he .... took stands and firmly 

adhered to them. He of ten wanted advice before he would take the stand - and he 

would come to other members of the faculty and say, "We're going to consider this 

change now - do you think it's sound? What's good about it? What's bad about it?" 

So that everything he did was done with the greatest of care and with no reference 

to the amount of effort that he put in. 

Allen - Did this ever get him in trouble with the Administration? 

Bigsbee - Yes, the Administration often wanted the work to move faster than 

Doc. Even in eating or making a decision about grade 

with that cautious pace. 

Allen - Was there ever an attempt to unseat him as Dean? 

point ratio - he proceeded 

Bigsbee - I don't know of any serious one, but there might have been because he had 

people who liked him very much, and people who didn't, and they were as strong one 

way as the other. 
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Allen - The reason I asked the question is that I'm ....... for the last thirty odd 

years have been trying to figure something that occurred. I got to know him quite 

well because I ...... in the first .... most of the first year I was there I ate at 

Marina with Ropp, the Akers, Charlie Spiltoir, and a few other people, 

and one time after dinner he took me aside and said that there is a problem going -

and he was at trouble, and if it came to a point, would I support him. I said, 

"Yes, obviously." But, that's the last I've heard of it ...... and I haven't been 

able to figure out what that was. 

Bigsbee - Maybe it was the grade-point ratio. 

Dolan - Well, he acted that way, I think, even on minor points. He would, like you 

said, he would seek out advice and see if he could build up a following. It could 

have been nothing more than that. Because he was serious about even minor things. 

Allen - Well, he gave me the impression that this was an attempt to unseat him. ! ..... 

but I haven't been able to fathom that, as yet. Earle just put a short pencil 

about three inches long on the table. (Reference to the habit of Ropp using pencil stubbs) 

Dolan - Very long point on it. 

Allen The eraser is rounded. There were no erasures, but the lead has been worn 

down. Move on to another person - Helen Scurr, who was one of the original 

faculty members as well. 

Bigsbee - Well, she was not dogmatic. A very gracious person. Hard working 

for the Junior College at first, when I first knew her. We were pretty much a 

small family. I think there were eight full time people at that time ...... and a ..... 

the faculty would pitch right in, in the fall, and have a picnic for the students ..... 

and Scurr would be really the mainstay of getting that thing organized and carried out. 

So while she was supposed to be .... you know .... a facultymember in terms of education, she 

was very interested in the students as human beings. 
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Allen - Now she got the title, Dean of Students, later on, didn't she? 

Bigsbee - Yes, she really had an informal one - almost from the beginning. Before 

we had any Deans it was common to hear somebody say "Dean Scurr .... " 

Allen - She was the person I think that would attract the title anyway. 

Bigsbee - She was sort of considered like Dean of women at that time ..... not Dean of 

a college. 

Allen - Now you mention Ballou His first name was? 

Bigsbee - Willard. 

Allen - Willard ....and he was in theinner sactum when you came. 

Bigsbee - Well, he wasn't on the Administration Committee, but he was quite instrumental 

with the institution. 

Allen - What was his job? 

Bigsbee - He was Chairman of the Department of Mathematics - which consisted of B 

and part of me. 

Allen - He was also Secretary of the faculty for a period of time, too. 

Bigsbee - Could be, I don't remember. 

Allen - I'm going to bring up another name. 

Bigsbee - He was well entrenched when I first came there. 

Allen - What ever happened to him? 

Bigsbee - He died of cancer. 

Allen - I've heard a report also that Charles Goulding married his daughter. 

Bigsbee - That's correct. 

Allen - We'll come back to Charlie Goulding in just a few minutes. One name that I have 

heard a lot about when I first came, and keeps coming up in all the taping - and I've 

seen him in the Scribe, but I don't know much about the individual .... Zampierre 

The little old wine maker .... 

Bigsbee - He was a character - as was his wife. Yes, I remember we were having an 

assembly .....the opening assembly of college the first year I was there - and I was 

used to the very formal one up at Union College. This was a room which was the corner 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - of the original Cortright Hall - the old wooden building, opposite 

where the offices were, and I think there were 150 students. ... about, and we met 

for this opening assembly. Incidentally, I'd like to put in a memory .......! was 

kind of let down by the contrast, but Cortright gave an opening address to the 

students which was as fine an opening address as I've heard in all the years I was 

in, and it was built on a little rhyme "Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been? 

I've been to London to see the Queen. Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you there? 

I chased a mouse under a chair." Then he went on to tell the students that now they 

had an opportunity to get an education where they go to chase a mouse under a chair. 

I never forgot it. I always remember that. What was it you directly asked me? 

Allen - Zampierre 

Bigsbee - Oh, Zampierre well his wife was there. Corty got double his money because 

our wives did things as well. And the Junior College had a song .... and this again 

threw me .....she got up and said, "We'll sing the Junior College song (and she 

said) this came to my lover in a dream one night ......and when he woke up, we wrote 

it down." You know, what do I got myself into? Well Zampierre's main problem, 

he was well liked by the students, but he liked the wine bottle, and he wasn't always 

in the condition he should be. I remember one day I was working as an assistant 

to Cortright. I had no title, I was just doing what he wanted, and I had an office 

back of where Corty was .....and Zampierre and other Professors customarily 

used the same classroom for all of their classes. So you got to think of it - well 

that's Zampierre's classroom. And Zampie came to me and I said .....he was 

very disturbed ....and I said, "What's the matter, Zampie?" He said, "Somebody's 

using my classroom." "Well, (I said) this is the period you're scheduled for?" 

He said, "Yes." So I said, "Well, I'll go see." So I walked in ....and there was 

a group of about 25 kids sitting there and I said, "Who's class is this?" And they 

said, "Professor Zampierre " So I went back to him and I said, "Zampie, that's 

your class - they're waiting for you." And then I organized a first summer session 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - they had .......that was at the war period .....we were trying 

to get people through in three years instead, and Zampierre turned in his 

grade list ....and I was looking through them. They were all A's, all B's .......and, 

so I said to Zampie, "This is a curious distribution of grades - aren't there 

anybody less than a B ?" "No." He said. Well I knew one of the girls down there 

who wasn't an "A" type student, and I said, "How come she has an A - I don't think 

she's that calibre!' "Oh (he says) but she's so pretty." 

Dolan - How long after '47 did he stay, do you remember? 

Allen - He was gone when I came. 

Dolan - It wasn't too long after that because I barely remember some of his antics. 

Bigsbee - Well he got in trouble. 

Dolan - That's what I remember. 

Bigsbee - He got in trouble. 

Allen - What trouble, 

Bigsbee - Yeah, yeah. 

Allen - And then what happened to him? 

Bigsbee - He got into, I believe, a secondary, private secondary school - and then he 

died quite ....

Allen - Shortly ...

Bigsbee - Soon after that. 

Allen - Another .....another person that came on rather early - and I think we all tend 

to overlook him because he was so quiet. Charles Goulding. 

Bigsbee - Charles was easy to overlook because he was not gregarious. He'd come, 
on 

met his classes, he did very well, faithfully spent almost no timeAcampus - if he 

wasn't in the classroom. Mae and I got to know him a little bit better because 

for some reason or other the Ballou's took us in hand when we first got there, 

and we became very close friends .....and then as you said - he married Ballou's 

daughter, and the six of us would go out together. And let me tell you, he was quiet 

under those circumstances. 
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Allen - I, of course, wrote to Charles and wanted to talk with him. He's very reticent . 
about talking on tape, but he ....suddenly there appeared in the mail over the holidays, 

a great big shoe box ....and ....from Charlie .....and upon opening the shoe box, I got 

a copy of every issue, but two, of the Scribe ....from the founding down to 1945 ... '44. 

Bigsbee - Sounds like him, very methodical. 

Allen - There are two issues. The first issue, and then one other along the way that seems 

to be missing. And I have glanced through this and have found a gold mine of information. 

I haven't looked closely at it yet ...being .....but it included at that time, too, 

some issues of the Scribe were dittoed, some were mimeographed, some were printed, 

but there was always one issue in the spring which was the yearbook issue which had 

pictures of all of the graduating class, and the like. Some of these we'll follow up. 

Do you remember Vic Swain?

ALL - Yes 

Allen - Do you know what his nickname was when he was in the Junior College? 

"Giggles." And I've not had a chance to confront Vic with this. 

Dolan - He wouldn't mind. 

Fran (Mrs.) - No. 

Allen - I did talk with him as he was on his way to the dentist - and he was not in a good 

mood. But he's been retired for some time, and we'll talk more with him later. 

Also, included in this stuff that Charlie sent me was a ... the set of the faculty 

minutes from the first one down to 1938 .....and Ballou was the secretary 

most of the time - and then Ropp took over, and there was a decided change in the 

minutes. But there was .....and I have forgotten the date on this - there was 

a time when the faculty had to take a cut in salary. That was probably before your 

time. I think it was '32 or '33. 

Bigsbee - Yes, that's before my time. 

Allen - And that was a traumatic event in the minutes. The ...from the time that you came in 
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Allen (Continued) - '37 up to the war, was there much of a growth in the student body 

and the faculty? 

Bigsbee - Little growth in the faculty - and probably about 100 more students in the 

student body. 

Allen - And was this primarily because the students were then transferring on to other 
: 

colleges and doing a good job?

Bigsbee - Yes, the word spread that you can go to the Junior College and then you 

can be accepted elsewhere. 

Allen - I've noticed, too, that in the yearbook issue of the Scribe - Northeastern 

University was doing a lot of advertising, and I note, too, that a lot of our 

graduates went on to Northeastern at that time. And some of the advertising that 

Northeastern was doing is very similar to what they're doing today. And they've 

grown tremendously. If you've looked at one ad from the late '30's - you look 

at an ad today, it's not much different. They worked. They worked. And here 

again, their main pitch was co-op - which we have gone into in a considerable 

degree. As a matter of fact, right now we're working on a very big co-op grant 

application. So ....and Dr. Miles has been talking co-op quite a bit. We're moving 

into this international .....something that I've been trying to get them to move into 

for five years. You know how it is - it probably happened to you, Earle, that you 

have an idea, you fight, and then it drops on deaf ears, about five years it 

gets resurrected by someone else - and it's their idea. Which I don't care - as long 

as it gets done. OK, when did Halsey come? 

Bigsbee - One year after I did. 

Allen - And what was his position when he came? 

Bigsbee - He was supposed to go out and beat the bushes for students. Not local students, 

but the college decided it was going to have dormitories - and he was to go out and 

travel and find people who would come to fill our dormitories. There was only one. 

Allen - One dorm - Wisteria Hall. Edith Decker was the house mother. She was quite a gal. 

(Actually - Freemont) 



Page 15 Bigsbee/Dolan 2/12/85 

Bigsbee - And then the year 

kitty corner. 

after put another one in operation behind it ...

Allen - Right. 

Bigsbee - What was that ...Fremont? (Reverse) 

Allen - Fremont, yes, and that was called Fremont House. 

Bigsbee - Incidentally, Ballou lived next to Fremont House, and there was access right 

to the campus, but everyday Ballou went out ...got to his garage, drove out to Fremont 

around Yale, drove over and parked in the Junior College parking lot. 

Dolan - He needed the air. 

Bigsbee - Which took about five times longer than if he walked. 

Allen - OK, how did Halsey get into the fund raising business - because he did a little bit 

of this, too, didn't he? 

Bigsbee - I don't recall what he did, but Corty was becoming less able. He depended on 

Jim to a great extent. 

Allen - And then Jim more and more took over the internal management as he was still 

Assistant to the President. 

Bigsbee - Yes. He would run errands for Corty 24 hours of the day. Corty would call 

him up at night. So foolish. 

Allen - And then Jim decided to leave. 

Bigsbee - Yes, that's right. I remember that now. 

Allen - Do you remember anything about that situation? 

Bigsbee - Yes, he got himself appointed as the headmaster of a private boys' school -

and he resigned. After he had made this decision in that, somebody contacted him 

and asked him if he knew the institution he was going to - that it was bankrupt 

and its accreditation was being withdrawn. So Jim checked up on it and decided he'd 

better come back - and Corty let him come back. 

Allen - Now, in the meantime he had brought in Henry Littlefield to do this. 

Bigsbee - Right, correct. 

Allen - And we have a rather interesting situation here now. How did that work out? 
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Bigsbee - It was rough. It was rough. Jim and I, of course, were better acquainted than 

I would be with Henry Littlefield .....so Jim would share his tribulations. He had 

to eat crow for a while, but because he became really Cortright's right arm throughout 

his troubles, physical troubles, he went out to become Vice President ......and we had 

the two of them - Halsey andLittlefield, and there was a great deal of competition. 

Allen - Alright. Now, they had equal power, but different areas to do - and both reported 

only to Cortright. 

Bigsbee - Yes, but they'd get in each other's territory,or hair at least. 

Allen - And then what happened? 

Bigsbee - Well, I don't know, I suppose Corty had to work out arrangements with them. 

Allen - In later yearswe'll get to this change when Halsey went to Chancellor ..... well, 

let's talk about that now as long as I brought it up. There was the little internal

revolution where Halsey was made Chancellor,and Henry President and Chief Executive 

Officer. How did that come about? 

Bigsbee - Well, actually as Administrators Henry was much more capable than Jim was, 

and it became more apparent as the college grew in its complexity and its staff. 

And there was bitter, bitter battles between Halsey and Littlefield. Littlefield 

felt that he had been promised the job - and Halsey knew coming back that he was 
you 

underdog for a while, but I can tell ^ this which shows the level of the battle. 

It was June, and Littlefield was leaving for Europe, I think it was, and Jim said 

something about have a nice trip, and so forth, and I don't know what Henry said, 

I don't remember that, but I remembered Jim's reply, "I'll be glad if you never come 
and 

back." So it had gotten down to that level, and Jim went ^ tookthe advantage of Henry's 

being away and went to the Board, and wanted to have himself designated as being above 

Henry. But the Board didn't see that in the sense of really making the 

working Administrator which Henry could well be, less than Jim. So they turned to 

the term Chancellor which we know is used by colleges either as a promotion or a 

demotion - put them on the shelf. And so that's how it happened. Henry went away, 

but Jim tried to take advantage of the absence, but it was face saving, but it 
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Bigsbee (Continued) -really brought Henry the top job. 

Allen - Right, and Henry makes that point very clear thatat that point he was 

designated as CEO which clarified that, but the battles continue. Some of you may 

remember some of the battles that occurred, not only between the two individuals, 

both the wives. Henry, incidentally, handles this part on the tapes very, very 

well ......and very graciously. 

Fran (Mrs.) - That's good. 

Allen - Now, you went ....the war came along. The war came along. We're going to back track 
of 

a little bit now in the sequence ŵhat we're doing ....the war came along and you 

went away to teach the navy. 

Bigsbee - That's right. For two years. 

Allen - What were you, on leave at that time? 

Bigsbee - Yeah - I was on leave of absence and Corty sent a letter and said a leave 

of absence isn't forever, you know. So I took advantage of it and said, "Well, I'd 

like to come back, but financially it would be a sacrifice." So Corty met the 

sacrifice. 

Allen - Now you came back in what? '46? 

Bigsbee - '45. 

Allen - '45. 

Bigsbee - September '45. 

Allen - And you were professor of Physics at that time. 

Bigsbee - Well, actually we were called those things, but it wasn't really a regimented 

system. I know in the newspaper when I was appointed, I was appointed as an associate 

professor. We didn't have ranks. We didn't actually have ranks, but I remember the 

newspaper - Corty gave the story ....I was an associate professor of physics and 

mathematics. 

Allen - Now, did you do any other administration during that time .... up to let's say '47? 
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Bigsbee - Oh, yes, yes, I organized the first summer session for the Junior College. 

Now I don't want that misunderstood - it had some 9Ummer sessions when it was 

first born which disappeared - this was a restatement of it. 

but it was primarily to help the students - the male students who were 

trying to get their educationbefore they were drafted into the services - and 

Cortright took summers off for two years. 

End of side #1 
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Bigsbee - One of the peculiar things that happened in the second one of those summers 

is that Corty went to Yale hospital for an operatiqn - he had cancer ......the operation 
in 

was over and his daughter came ^ all broken up and she said, "I've got to tell you (she 

said) my father isn't going to live. They've given him about three months. So 

she said> You better get something started here." And as you know, Corty lived to . 
about 95. 

Allen - Right, right. Henry gave me a picture of Corty in his nineties which is 

hanging in my office. 

Bigsbee - But his daughter came in and says that he only had three months. 

Allen - Now his daughter's name was? 

Bigsbee - Do you remember that? 

Mae - Was that Estelle Nelson? Or was that the other daughter? 

Bigsbee - I don't know which one it was. 

Mae - Estelle was the blonde - very pretty. I think it was Estelle. 

Bigsbee - It might be. 

Allen - Alright. Now, we're going to have a little change of pace at this point. I 

appreciate very much the Dolan's sitting here listening to this 

Dolans - That's fine. 

Allen - This came before our time. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Absolutely. 

Allen - And I've been exploring this area that made it possible for us to join the 

faculty - and to join the family. I came the first of February '47. You came when 

in '47, Fran? 

Dolan - Registration. 

Allen - That'll be September. And you came as, in effect, the Admissions Officer. 

Dolan - Oh, Dean, Earle was Director of Admissions,and Registrar at the time, Assistant 

to the President, and running the summer session. They needed a little help -

and I was the help they sent. 
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Bigsbee - Well, the thing I always remember is my first basic .......it was 

registration was in the middle of going on. 

Allen - Oh boy. 

Bigsbee - And I was running down the hall from here to there ....and they brought 

him up and said ....introduced him and said he's going to help you. And I thought ...

Oh ....somebody to help me. 

Mae - Then you had to explain things to him. 

Bigsbee - He did help me, but it wasn't because I couldn't figure how he could help 

me - he figured it out himself. 

Allen - Good, good. I think we all had a part of our first initiation tothe university 

......registration .....and I'll never forget my first one either. So what did you 

do on that, Fran? 

Dolan - I followed Earle's direction right through ......and they needed him elsewhere -

to do other things more properly, I'm sure, than they needed him where I was .....

and so I inherited his former role as Director of Admissions - and its entire system, 

which I never did change. At that time, as he said to you before, the university 

at that time was growing so rapidly that there used to be daily meetings ......daily 

meetings for an admission report. 

Bigsbee - Every faculty meeting we were introduced to a new faculty member. 

Allen - That's right. 

Bigsbee - And the carpenters were changing something to make a classroom. 

Dolan - Dormitories .......were ........well dormitories weren't ready always for the 

influx of students .....that was known, but by and large what was happening was after 

some of these morning meetings ...daily meetings ....they find out they had enough 

students for another dormitory .....so they bought another building. 
that 

But one of the things I remember was ^ his system (Earle's system) was an identification 

of the people who would be coming into the dormitory. The one's and two's. Remember 

them? 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 
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Dolan - And ....so that there would be an equal split of ethnic groups - predominant 

ethnic groups. We identified the Christian group as l's ......and the Jewish groups 
one 

as 2. They didn't want to fill the dormitory with all or all the other. 
^

It wasn't 

good for them; it wasn't good for us. Harry Becker was the Dean of the evening 

College at that time, and I didn't know he knew this system ......and I sat there one 

morning and I said, "Well we seem to have an awful lot of two's in this building ....

I mean we don't want all those two's in one building .....put them in another one." 

But that's the first I knew he was aware of your system, which I was following. 

So I was in Simond' s house which is another building. 

Bigsbee - That's right. 

Dolan - Right in back of where you were ........and as the university grew, it was 

a two place university as you remember. Have classes scheduled so there was 20 

minutes allowed for a bus trip to the other campus .....he did that. 

Allen - Do you remember how that twenty minutes ........you and I were talking one 

day and we came up with that idea. 

Dolan - Well he had a schedule. I knew it was great. ...I remember your schedule 

that way. So little by little the university moved totally to where it is - and 

at that time ......well I was ill at that time, I went to the hospital ........

and came back. Obviously they needed another Director of Admissions - and I think 

Don Kern came in at that time .... and I went over to Biology where I was supposed 

to have been in the beginning - which I thought I was going to in the beginning, 

and stayed right there. Originally, Ropp hired me to teach Chemistry - which I 

didn't want to do ......so I was glad for the opportunity to work with you for a while, 

and then went down to work with Bill Everett, he was Chairman of that department for 

a while. When he died, I became Chairman of the department. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Am I correct in assuming that the Junior College moved into the university 

status largely because of the influx of "veterans" .from WW II? 
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Allen - Well that certainly was part of it. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Was it because of, or along side of ....or.. ...

Dolan - They were parallel. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Was it parallel forces there? 

Bigsbee - Actually the problem comes .....we did everything in the world to accommodate 

the returning veterans. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah. 

Bigsbee - And probably you ran into the fact that we used Bassick, 22 rooms 

in one time. 

Allen - Right. Right, I used to be a hall monitor as well as teach there. 

Bigsbee - Yeah .....and I used to spend my time going from one building to another. 

And then we found out there was no place for them to go - after they get their 

associate degree. So that was the pressure to ....
(Mrs.) 

Fran - The . pressure to enlarge, to expand 

Dolan - The Junior College expanded too rapidly. 

Bigsbee - Oh, yeah. 

Allen - Yes, after the war. 

Dolan - What was happening .......was that some of these fellows coming back couldn't 
it 

make^to where they wanted to go so they said - alright, I'll stay here for a year. 

And the year became two years, and after that there was a university - they stayed 

right on. 

Bigsbee - Well there was another factor that we tried that helped those ....our student 

body .........the veteran was getting out, but he was too late to get into 

the traditional opening of colleges. Most colleges said - too bad, we'll see you 

next year. So we started a new class in November ....and we ran it on into the summer.

And then come the spring term - we made openings again for new students. 

Fran (Mrs.) You're more flexible in getting ........for that. 

Allen - That's right, yeah. 
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Bigsbee - Believe it or not, we even started one in the middle of the spring. 

Dolan - That's right. 

Bigsbee - So 150 one year - and 1,100 the next year when we opened. 

Fran (Mrs.) I remember that figure. 

Dolan - And that's somehow how 20 - 21 hour leads came into being - which could get 

people fast enough to take care of the number of students you had. So everybody 

was teaching all the time. 

Allen - ! .... when I came in February of '47, the load was 18 hours. But there were 

a couple of times that I had overloads. 

Dolan - Oh yeah, you always had overloads. 

Fran (Mrs.) - That was never discussed when I came on. I will never forget it - it 

was about two years later I found out about teaching loads ...because I assumed 

you taught all day, and night, too. 

Dolan - Every hour of the day .........

All -(talking at once) 

Fran (Mrs.) - Nobody ever told me differently. 

Allen - Backing up just a little bit .....when you took over as Dean of Admissions, Fran, 

you did not take the registrar part that Earle had. 

Bigsbee - That went to Fish. 

Allen - That went to Chauncey Fish .....who is in personnel ......and that was split with 

registrar going to Wannerstrom That was in '4 7. 

Bigsbee - Well, I had Wannerstrom, didn't I? 

Dolan - Yeah. was registrar. 

Allen - Oh, he was registrar. 

Bigsbee - Yeah, he was helping out. 

Allen - He was an odd duck. 

Dolan - Chauncey never got into that> did he? 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 

Dolan - It was in between there. 
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Bigsbee - Yeah. 

Dolan - Yeah. Short time. 

Bigsbee - You got clear cut in Admissions - and registrar went over to Fish - and I 

went to do something else, I don't know what. 

Allen - And then Wannerstrom ;·came in. As we said, he was an odd duck. What was odd 

about him? 

Dolan - His concept of what a registrar was .....that's about what was odd about him. 

Bigsbee - Yet he came from that job in Brooklyn College. That is ....he wasn't "the" 

registrar, but he worked in that office. 

Allen - I remember him going down, riding his bicycle down to the beach, swimming and 
on 

then putting his pants ^ overhis wet trunks. 

Dolan - He just wasn't only concerned with doing the job. 

Allen - He didn't last very long. 
Vinny 

Dolan -Irving was helping him at that time, as I remember. 

Bigsbee - Vinny Irving - he pitched in. 

Dolan - He did most of it. in 
Allen What about some of the growing pains that we had^the early days of the College of 

Arts and Science? 

Dolan - I don't know that at the time we thought •that they were growing pains. I think 

we thought this was our job - this is what you did. Looking back, I can say that ....

yeah, sure there were .....had to be some kind of growing pains if we didn't experience 

this pain. A section had to be met, a class had to be met - you met it. 

But I think faculty was part of it. Acquiring a faculty who had the same philosophy 

as we all did, and that wasn't always easy. But you talk 18 hours to somebody, 

they'd 1augh at you and walk away ....collect garbage - and do better. But little 

by little the growing pains produced a ........the labor pains of growing produced 

an offspring which was a more regulated teaching load for people with which they 

felt they could live. The other thing was I think making do .......homemade laboratory 
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Dolan (Continued) -stuff. 

Allen - Why did we do this, Fran? 

Dolan - Because we wanted to do it. That was the only reason. Nobody made us do it. 

We did it because we liked what we were doing I think, and liked the students. 

Allen - Do you think we had a dream of what we were building? 

Dolan - I like to think we did. Yeah. I heard this after ! ...... well let me rephrase 

this ........one day something was happening at the commencement thing - in which 

I was Marshal, as you may recall. Henry was upset about it. He said, "They don't 

do this" and so - "Henry, we're not following tradition, we're making tradition." 

And I heard him say that 50 times after that. And that's what it was I think. I 

think we all knew we were making tradition for people who were coming along. 

Whatever we did was I think going to be considered "old hat", "experimental", but 

we did it. We did it I think because we wanted to do it - we probably thought 

we were establishing tradition. 

Fran (Mrs.) - I think a lot of it was expedient. 

Dolan - We had to do it. 

Fran (Mrs.) - You had to do it. 

Dolan - To make it work. 

Fran (Mrs.) - There was neither no time or funds to get what you figured you should have -

so you'd find another way to do it and that turned out to be pretty good. Therefore, 

you created something new. 

Dolan - We found in our department that we could help financially, and so on. We were able 

to attract nursing students from outside the university. We used at the university 

facilities for maybe two hours a week ....and we got good tuition .....and all our Norwalk 

hospital girls came up .... Bridgeport Hospital ....and things like that. So as this 

happened we felt stronger about it. Our department was a pretty strong department 

and we did have good enrollment all the time. We used to be right behind the 

College of Education. In the place anyone wanted to spend their life, that's 

Whe t th time and We Were able I think jus t ' because of the attitude re we were a e . . ..... . . u
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Dolan (Continued) - of the few people who were there at that time. Akers 

was there, at that time Spiltoir, Bill Everett, myself. We did it. 

Allen - Alright .....now we haven't talked about Bill Everett - and I skipped over 

him purposely when we were talking earlier, Earle, because I wanted to bring this 
a 

part together .....Bill Everett was^very interesting fellow - tell us about him. 

Dolan - Well, Bill Everett was i think a horse for work ......and as rigid as was 

Ropp - so flexible was Everett. He'd always try to see things your way - or do 

things your way - and never insist upon his opinion or his way. Even though it 

was right. He probably would come to realize that later on, but it wasn't until 

any adamant took. When the university became embedded where it was, Bill 

wound up as Chairman of Biology. He was teaching it all the time, but then 

there wasn't any formal department instruction. He became Chairman. 

And it was�into that situation that I went. When I left working with Earle. 

So I found him to be a true southern gentleman, very knowledgeable in his field -

which was invertebrate zoology. He made no pretense of having known anything else. 

He just knew that. He was also a person who couldn't understand why somebody 

didn't want to work 4 or 5 extra hours for no pay. He did - everybody else did, so on. 

But I never met a nicer man to be directly working with all the time than him. Even 

one day when he had one of his coronaries, 
said 

I called the police department 

and ^ we were putting him in my car and we were heading for St. Vincent's Hospital ...

so we got to ride up the next corridor up ...and they got him there, and he was there 

sitting in a wheel chair with a coronary .......like all hospitals - admitting 

wanted all the information ahead of time, and all this stuff, and I wouldn't do it -

and I pushed him down the hall. He turned around to me and said, "You could have 

given them that information." He was dying. He didn't die then, but he was ...he 

could have been. 
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Fran (Mrs.) - He was so gentlemanly. 

Dolan - He was. He didn't like my being brash or abrupt to the people at the desk. 

But I didn't stay there - pushed him down, put him in the bed, and let the doctors 
of them 

take care^him. Then gave^the information later. But that's the kind of man he was -

and his wife was very gentle . I think his wife ran the family - no doubt about that 

in my mind. ; 

Bigsbee - Bill wasn't concerned about it. 

Allen - Go ahead. 

Dolan You were going to say they had a son ....

Allen - They had a son later. 

Dolan - And I think that was Bill's biggest concern. As the son grew older, he didn't 

seem to do as well as Bill thought he should be doing. He probably did have a problem. 

Just talking to him - you'd see that. I don't know much about that except I know 

Bill was very, very concerned about it. I knew he couldn't do much about it. He 

cried about it. 

Allen - Yeah Russell had ....was .....been around in and out and has had a rather checkered 

career. I saw him less than a month ago. He was in the university - he came over 

and said hello - and I didn't get a chance to ask what he was doing. Perhaps I was 

afraid to ask. He's had his problems. 

Fran (Mrs.) - He lived in that little house. 

Allen - Little green house. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Behind the Music Hall School .....behind Byerly's school. 

Allen - Right. 

Dolan - He and Gene Falk were great friends. 

Allen - Alright. Now Gene Falk. That's one we hadn't talked about in quite a while. 

Dolan - I don't know too much about Gene Falk.- except he was a good language instructor, 



Page 28 Bigsbee/Dolan 2/12/85 Side #2 

Dolan (Continued) - German. I think he headed the department for a period of time. 

I'm not sure. 

Allen - Well the language department .....then he left to go, I think, to Dartmouth. 

Dolan - He did. He did go to Dartmouth, didn't he 

Bigsbee - Not directly. 

Dolan - Not directly, no. 

Bigsbee - He went off to St. Paul. 

Allen - That could be, yeah. Gene was a stickler for academic standards. 

Dolan - He was an academician 

Allen - Yes. I recall one ....one faculty ....college faculty meeting when we're 

arguing over graduation requirements ..... and he was adamant for some very, very 

strict requirements. Mae, we haven't heard from you in a long time - and I think 

it's about time that I ask you a question. I want to start from 

something that Earle said earlier that Corty got two for the price of 

one. 

Mae - Right. 

Allen - And earlier you said you went in to help in the Book Store and stayed 20 years. 

You were also very active in the Faculty Women's Club. 

Mae - Oh, yeah. 

Allen - You were active in everything. Tell us about some of the things that you did on 

these. 

Mae - Well I did a lot of dishes - I can tell you that. 

I don't know ....! thinkwas like so many of the folks, very happy there. I 

didn't care if I had to do the dishes after every meeting or party. 

I remember one time during the war year I was elected by Corty to hang some pictures 

and he went through the building and he looked at me and said, "Everytime I look at 

you you're wearing an apron." And, of course, that was because I was always washing 

the dishes after parties, or whatever. 
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Mae (Continued) - I was, of course, involved in the Book Store for pretty close to 

20 years, wasn't it? 

Bigsbee - It was 20 years. 

Mae - It was 20 years. I can't believe that. 

Allen - Now you were in the BookStore ....you came into the Book Store when we were 

down on ....

Mae - The little store. 

Allen - The little store on Fairfield Avenue. 

Mae - Fairfield Avenue. 

Bigsbee - Back of Cortright Hall. 

Allen - What is now the Mail Room 
(Mrs.) 

Fran -
^ I guess, I don't know. It was like the Carriage House. 

Allen - Yes, it had been sort of a Carriage House and behind it was a classroom. 
(Mrs.) 

Fran ^ - I remember when Maybe you remember - what started the All 

University Dinners? That was the big social event. 

Bigsbee - Yeah it was. 

Bigsbee - Well, I can't say it directly came out of early Junior College - we were pretty 

much a family, and you remember Thursday evenings the Spinning Wheel used to have a 

dinner for $1.10 - and the faculty would get together and go to those ....oh once a 

month. So we got used to having socials - a reason to get together - and it carried 

over for a while, but it petered out as the expansion took place, but it was replaced 

finally by the more formal ....! don't know who suggested that. 

Allen - Well I get the impression from talking with Henry Littlefield that this was 

a carry over from the earlier period where .....from the various functions that had 

been developed, social functions, and was a part of the continuation of the family. 

Now that we were becoming an extended ...

Fran (Mrs.) - Preserve the family. 

Allen - An extended family. Now some of those All University Dinners were quite something. 
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Fran (Mrs.) - Fantastic 

Allen - Do you remember Wendell Kellogg's lecture on tombstones? 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 

Allen - That was the last time thatWendall .....

Bigsbee -

Allen - That was the last time Wendall did it ....and then it was passed around. 

Fran (Mrs.) I remember Charlie ......

Allen - Chick and Shirley Spiltoir? 

Fran (Mrs.) - No, no. Jacobs. 

Allen - Charlie Jacobs, yes. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Vividly I remember that All University Dinner. 

Bigsbee - Most of us were surprised that his .....sense of humor 

Allen - Yes. 

Fran (Mrs.) We never knew that he had such a pixish sense of humor. That little twist 

and that the All University Dinner got to be - that it was every college's turn 

to put on the entertainment, remember? 

Dolan - Coming back to the reason ......I have somewhere in the back of my mind a memory -

a reason that I heard, a part of a reason I heard, there were a lot .....it was now 

a bigger place ....

Allen - Yeah. 

Dolan - And the people who were there as it got to be a bigger place were kind of .....

I won't say clicky ....but they did things together .....and a lot of things being 

done together were happening at many, many different times, and many, many different 

places ......somebody got the idea that this works well for small people - why not 

put them all together and maybe it work well for us. I don't know who that was. 
why 

But one of the reasonsAthat came about was to unify people - rather than keep them 

divided by choice. 
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Bigsbee - If you remember, colleges rotated in taking the responsibility for that .... 
and it was the Junior College's year ....and we were having a Deansmeeting .....

and Henry apparently used to get reports from the financial area about how people 

and their budgets were progressing. So Henry said in his own way ...he said, "I find 

all the Deans in here except one are staying well within their budget, but one isn't." 

And he looked over at me. Guess why? So I called up Hubbard and I said, "Am I 

over in my budget?" I used to keep good records - and I knew I wasn't. ''Yes, 

(he said) you're over by a couple of thousand dollars." I said, "No, I'm not." 

I said, "I'm coming over - we'll go through those expenditures." They had put 

on my budget.: ....

Dolan - The All University Dinners. 

Bigsbee - The All University Dinners. So that not only did we have the responsibility 

of planning it and carrying 
(Mrs.) 

it out, they were going to put it on my budget. 

Fran - The other big social event I thought was more unusual was the show. ^
Allen - The Campus Thunders? 

Mae - The Campus Thunders. 

Allen - Yes. 

- Dickason and the Campus Thunders. That really was most unusual. 

Bigsbee - That was outstanding. 
(Mrs.) 

Fran;\- A university of any kind. 

Allen - I recently found all the scores and the book for all the Campus Thunders ....

and we have salvaged those. As a matter of fact, there is a group on campus now 

which is now thinking of reviving some of these. Maybe next year they might. 

Dolan - Put some of those on tapes or records - the old scores 

alunmi will go crazy. 
(Mrs.) 

I'll bet the 

Fran - Oh, they'd buy them. I know they would. Oh, that was great. It was really an unusual ...^

Allen - Much can be done in that area. I remember when they first started, shortly after 
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Allen (Continued) - I came,! got involved in Al Dickason, Chick Spiltoir, and so forth, 
a 

and many, many^Friday night we would sit around at a party coming up with ideas for 

skits for the show ......and many of them showed up in the show. It was a fun, creative 

group and then Al Dickason took it and put it into effect. And then I got married 

and I got out of that group. Fran, you were largely responsible for the development 
; 

of our first professional school, Fones School. Could you tell us about why 

you came, how you came, what you did, how you got accreditation, and so forth. 

Fran (Mrs.) - OK. Well I really had no knowledge of exactly why it was decided to start 
the 

a school of dental hygiene - except that later I learned that^dentists of Connecticut 

didn't have access to great numbers of that kind of trained 'personnel. There had 

been a history (I mentioned before) Fones who had founded the whole ...

Allen - Yes, he was one of the founding trustees. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yes. 

Allen - Of the Junior College. 

Fran (Mrs.) - That put it 
that 

logically with the Junior College - and then later the 

university. So explains the geography of Bridgeport having it, but I don't think 
^

that's the full story. I think that they tried ....maybe the dentists of Connecticut 

tried to sell it in other places in Connecticut. 

Bigsbee - Yale refused. 

Fran (Mrs.) Exactly. I don't know if they tried to sell it anyplace else. 

Bigsbee - I don't know either, but I remember ....

Fran (Mrs.) - University of Connecticut or whatever. 

Bigsbee - Yale turned them down. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yale turned them down ....so then they realized that it probably logically 

could belong, and much was made of the home of dental hygiene being Bridgeport ....

and that was always, always the basis of the introductions that I would get into 

groups in other parts of the country. I got to be called Mrs. Fones - would you 
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Fran (Mrs.) Continued - believe this, you know. But there were still in the area 

a nucleus of ladies who had been trained by Dr. Fones and Dr. Strang had 
. 

been on Fones' first faculty so the tie-up between that first school of dental 

hygiene, if you will, which only ran for two years .....really as a school. 

Allen - Right. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And Fones' garage ....carriage house office, at the corner of Washington 

Street and what's the other one? Well anyway. 

Bigsbee - There's a little junction there. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah. Well, Fairfield Avenue. 

Bigsbee - Fairfield ....

Fran (Mrs.) - Fairfield and Washington was really where it all started. And 

Park Ave. His own assistant, office assistant, Edith Newman. 

Allen - Edith Newman? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Newman. 

Allen - Newman. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah. Was the person he tried all his ideas out on. Trained his original 

off ice assistant to do these things - and she and he and a small group of folks 

he had trained in that building were the ones who would go around and demonstrate. 
the 

They went to legislature ....they tried to get a license for this to happen. It was 
^

always a very professional .....his desire was to have it be a professional recognized 

profession for women. And part of his theory was ...that if you took good care 

of teeth and gums, you could prevent dental disease, and that was the basis of the 

whole thing. Anyway, that brought the idea of having a professional school in 

Bridgeport, and the personnel that the dentistsof Connecticut could have to work 

with them in their offices. And I guess they formed dental committees, dental hygienist 

committees, to get the thing off the ground - and get it established. Money was 

a question. Where are they going to get the money to buy the equipment that was needed? 

It's an expensive thing to start out, I know. 
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Allen - And to maintain. 

Fran (Mrs.) To maintain. And Paul Liscio was there right from the very beginning, and, 

of course, I'm sure you talked with him. 

Allen - He's one of the original graduates. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Oh, you should talk to him because he spanned the whole thing. 

Allen - You mentioned earlier that Janet Carroll has a lot of historical material on 

this. 

Fran (Mrs.) - That goes back to Fones. 

Allen - Yes. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah. 

Allen - And we'll be talking with Janet. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Fine. 

Allen - Have mentioned this already. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Because I know that she has sort of a keeper of the archives. Will you 

remember me to her, by the way? 

Allen - I sure will. 

Fran (Mrs.) - So that was all in place and I suppose they needed somebody to work with 

Dr. Strang, who had a very busy practice .....and he was an author ....and he didn't 

have the time to devote to this. So they needed somebody on site. They went 

out looking - and how I ever got into it, I don't know. But all the sudden one 

day Dr. Hedberg appeared in the place I was working in Springfield, Mass. and 

to meet me - and so we met, and he was offering me a chance to come down and work 
Education on 

in dental hygiene,in Bridgeport which I had just gone through^a train - never had 

stopped in my whole life. Drove down with my mother and we stayed in Barnum's 

old house, facing the sound, and that was impressive - I slept in Barnum's bedroom 

and I took a bath in Barnum's tub. That was very impressive. 

Dolan - She bought the whole package. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And it gave us a slightly different idea of Bridgeport - which up to 
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Fran (Mrs.) Continued -that point, I was .....tbe pits as far as anybody from my neck 

of the woods was concerned. But this was it, you know, and later.the offer came 
that 

to start this at this great salary. I must say, I think I started at twice 

^what you guys started at. 

Allen - $4,000.00? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah. 

Allen - Oh boy, I didn't get to $4,000.00 until several years. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yeah ......I think $4,000.00. Yeah. So that's where we started and 

I came on board. There was nothing. There was just a basic curriculum which 

came down ...like through Federal ....I mean the National Association 

established some · sort of dental hygiene curriculum. We had that. We didn't 

have any equipment. 

Bigsbee - I can tell you where the equipment jelled - out of magazine catalogues 

that I got in school that had a medical dictionary. 

Fran (Mrs.) Yeah .....you figure what the heck ......what didn't Paul Liscio 

get some help out of University of Pennsylvania? As to how to set this thing up? 

Bigsbee - He probably did, but ...

Fran (Mrs.) But you weren't .....

Bigsbee - To get ·the curriculum and get it printed. 

Fran (Mrs.) Where'd you get the money to buy that? Did you get them to donate some of 

that stuff? 

Bigsbee - No, as far as the curriculum is concerned. It was the common denominator 

of 19 institutions. 

Fran (Mrs.) - I love it. 

Bigsbee - And there was some requirements that had to be met. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Yes, there was. They were the National standards. 

Bigsbee - And somebody had provided those for me ....and I can tell you on weekends I 

was going in the rooms above where we were putting the clinic and drilling holes 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - through the ceiling .....the floor and the ceiling ...to figure 

out the spaces ....

Fran (Mrs.) By this time, they had brought that building down the sound ...

Allen - Fones Hall. 

Fran (Mrs.) Decided that was where it was going to be, and I remember being totally 

green about the whole thing - having to figure out where everything was going. 

Will you ever forget the day ..the minute almost ....the hours before we were 

to open that clinic formally of which we were very proud. Because I was working 

with Dean Bigsbee on it at this time. 

Dolan - I should have said that all this time I was admitting students to a non- · 

existent program. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And at this time. Remember those wonderful cases to hold 

instruments that we had - and they were a little bit too big for the cabinets that 

we had to put them in. 

Bigsbee - Right. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And how we were just about ready ....I know I was crying .....and who 

was the man who had the lumber company? Who took those and shaved about a 

1/16 of inch off. 

Bigsbee - Schine. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Schine. 

Allen - Is that Ike Schine? 

Fran (Mrs.) Ike Schine saved the day. He sent a guy over in a station wagon. We put 

all those instrument cases that we had ordered for our first students to go into 

their first clinic ........put them in the station wagon, brought them over to the lumber 

yard, shaved a 1/16 of an inch off, refinished that end of it, we could shove them 

back proudly on the first day - the capping ceremony that we had. The only reason 
school 

that we, our dental hygiene, had a capping ceremony - before anybody went into the 
^
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Fran (Mrs.) (Continued) - clinic was that we didn't have a clinic to put our students 

into until they completed one semester. So we said that was what we felt they should 

be doing as far as capping ceremony was concerned. Oh, will you ever forget that? 

Those boxes were delivered kind of tacky. You set them on the floor over night - they'd 

dry and then we'd slipped them in that day ....so the parents would see what their 

students were doing. 

Allen - Now ...where'd the money come to get the equipment for this rather expensive .....

Fran (Mrs.) - The dentists. 

Allen - From the dentists and society. 

Fran (Mrs.) - They were a dentist committee ....still in operation when we started, and 

they worked with us on curriculum - and then they got .....we had to have places 

for clinical hours for the students to go ....and we evolved various kinds of 

(I said earlier that we were creative) ...we evolved various kinds of ways of 

using their services, their offices. We called it externing. So our students 

could get hands on experience in various stages of dentistry. It was our contention, 
didn't 

but it was expedient ......cause we^have a dental school to put the students in, in 

various departments as other schools have. There were only 16 other schools like 

ours in the whole country when we started. And we didn't have the advantage of 

a lot of facilities 
invent 

or equipment ....so we had to ^ ways of giving them good 

experience. It worked out well. 

Allen - How did we become .....we call ourselves one of the three best in the country ....

How did we get to that position? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Well, we got accredited, for one thing. I know I spent a lot of hours, 

and days, and weeks, and months, on accrediting committees, too, myself. That got 

to be .......we got well-known. The name of Fones never hurt. But also as happens 

in so many fields ....you start having standardized examinations, graduate type 
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Fran (Mrs.) (Continued) - exams. 

Allen - Right. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And our students did very well .....in those initial ones. And we were 

(we, being the faculty), Shirley Spiltoir was one of the early ones, and others, 

Mabel McCarthy. We, the faculty, were sitting on this National Connnittee and 

got kind of things well-known that way. We also learned which ways the balls were 

going to bounce. Not the questions on the exams ....

Allen - Yeah. 

Fran (Mrs.) But which way to ....that the whole field was going to progress. And 

we used that knowledge to our advantage. When we got back on campus, I know 

I was spending an awful lot of time running around the country to be an accreditor. 

I remember going down to Dean Bigsbee who would be surprised to see me 

there sometimes. But I think that helped a lot in the beginning to get us well-known, 

and get us to have students from places other than Connecticut .....because it was 

very apparent that if we depended on Connecticut students only, we were going 

to meet the demand and then die. 

Dolan - There was a move ....a strong move in the very beginning .....that I knew about 

that we would only admit Connecticut girls. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Sure the Connecticut dentists had gone ....

started 
Dolan - Well we didn't maintain it too long ....we ^ to sneak in a few. But anyway, 

it brought in a quality product. 

Bigsbee - And it did become very well-known outside of Bridgeport because I was sent 

by the Department of Health (US Dept. of Health) clear to Seattle to give a half 

hour talk on how you can have a dental hygiene program in a Junior College. 

Allen - Alright. Now, you had a role in the development of this, Earle. 

Bigsbee - Yeah, I had a dictionary. 
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Dolan - A lot of roles. 

Fran (Mrs.) - And a couple of templates .......and I remember you and the templates 

from the drill. I remember that. Remember our Xray room? How it would leak down 

on top of the telephone equipment? We'd short out .....

Fran (Mrs.) Yeah ....we'll we'd short out the whole university switchboard. 

Allen - Now ....what was ......when you came back from service in the Navy ....teaching 

the Navy students ....you came back as teaching physics, but evidently you began 

doing other things. When did you become Dean of Junior College? 

Bigsbee - I don't know. It's one thing that evolved I think. I came back in the fall 

of '45 and I taught mathematics and physics until January, and then Corty called 

me in and he said, "We don't know who we've accepted for admissions. (he said) Go 

in there and straighten it out." So that took me out of the classroom. I got 

that straightened out ....and the next thing Corty said, "Our records are in an 

awful mess. (he said) We don't know who's going to graduate or anything. It's 

just falling apart. Go in and put that together." So out of that ,I became the 

Registrar and Director of Admissions. 

Mae - Excuse me, Earle, in 1937 - 72 is what is on your chair. 

Bigsbee - Yeah, but it was after the war that this started ....when I came back. 

Allen - '37 ...that was the year that you first came? 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 

Allen - Alright ....I think that's for the reference for the chair. 

Fran- Dean Bigsbee ..wouldn't that have been the time that it became a university ...that 

you'd have to be the Dean of the core Junior College. When was that? 

Bigsbee - Well ..... I think that happened in '47. 

Allen - Well, '47 we became a university. 

Bigsbee - Then Becker came in the picture about that time ....and he was called Dean 

of Administration. And that got Dean Ropp's IRE ......Becker, this outsider, came 

in and he's almost a Dean. And Ropp was not officially a Dean....although he was 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - that, in fact, as long as I knew him. 

Fran (Mrs.) - But you didn't have the designation untilit became a university. 

Bigsbee - And so .....to satisfy Ropp, they made Ropp Dean of Arts and Science, and 

made me Dean of Junior College. 

Fran (Mrs.) That was about 194 7

Bigsbee - So at that time there was just Becker, and Ropp, and I, although there was 

a rumor on campus. At that time, open any car door and the Dean would come out. 

Allen - Later that has changed to Vice P.re.sidents. 

Bigsbee - That's right. 

Fran (Mrs.) Yeah. 

Allen - OK. We talked a little bit about the founding of Fones and we'll get more from 

the materials from the stuff that Janet Carroll has. Shortly after that, or about 

that time we picked up Weylister. How did that come about? 

Fran (Mrs.) - About a year or two later. 

Bigsbee - Do you remember that woman's name? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Elvira? 

Allen - No, she was teaching ....

Bigsbee - She's an early faculty member. 

Dolan - Webster maybe? I don't remember. 

Bigsbee Well, this woman ...you can probably find it in the records . somewhere .....and 

I may think of it. 

Allen - It's in something Henry told me. 
the 

Bigsbee - Well, she had been with^ famous school in New York - as a partner. Gibbs. 

Allen - Gibbs - yes. 

Bigsbee - And she decided that a girl ought to have a broader experience ...than the 

Gibbs experience ....so she bought a huge home up near New Haven and had 

a boarding situation there, and her program had more balancing courses ... than secretarial 

techniques. She got up to 90 (I think it was) and her husband 94 ....and they just 

felt they couldn't do it anymore. And so they didn't want the name to 
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Bigsbee - go so they made an arrangement whereby we would assume the name ....keep 

it as a separate department ....and their students transfer to us. So that's 

where that ....

Fran (Mrs.) Was their name Weylister ?

Bigsbee - Yes, yes. 

Allen - It was the Weylister School, yeah. 

Dolan - Their name wasn't Weylister. 

Allen No, no. 
Dolan - The school's name was Weylister. I can't remember their name at all. 

Allen - I have that on the record, but I don't recall it at the moment. 

Bigsbee - They just didn't want what they had started to disappear. 

Allen - Yeah. And they wanted it to continue on. 

End of tape 
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Dolan - The kind of thing that the Arnold School was doing were things that would 

happen in Arts and Science ....mostly. So we had many meetings. I don't remember 

the financial arrangement - or anything like that because I wasn't part of it. 

But I do know that we inherited all their equipment. I'm still drinking out of 

a coffee mug that we got. 

Allen - Really? 

Dolan - From the swap of the Arnold School. And the whole thing came over to us. 

We had the property for a while. I think that property was subsequently sold -

or something happened to it. And we had their students. We picked up I think 

their ......... . 

Fran (Mrs.) - Faculty? 

Dolan - We didn't have many of the faculty ...they didn't come ...... many of them 

didn't come, but I know that many of the students did. We wound up with some 

of their students in their fourth year. We had to finish out their program so 

that it squared with ours. It wasn't the easiest thing to do. But we managed ... 

and the Arnold School was a good name. I had a guy in class the last year - he 

couldn't make it ....and he finally got enough credits somehow because he was 

so beautiful. Andy Rosbuste lli was one of the people that came over with it. 

He finally got out with a degree from us. 

Bigsbee - And we were supposed to take over their alumni, too. 

Allen - Yes, and we have .....

Dolan - That I don't know about. 

Allen - And they've been courted and have proven to be quite loyal alumni. 

And all of the records are there. Helen Spencer just last fall ...just finished 

organizing all of the records of Arnold - and they're in the special collections room. 

Soon to be in the archives ....which will be right next door to special collections. 
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Allen (Continued) - The .....I would like to back up a little bit, Earle .....something 

that I ran into and knew nothing about. I want to know your recollections on this -

athletics in the Junior College. What do you recall about that? We had a basketball 

team, a women's basketball team at one time, we had baseball, and for a year or two 

we had football. Do you recall any of that? 

Bigsbee - Well, I remember being forced to go to two football games, but that's not 

going to be very helpful. 

Allen - OK ...alright. 

Bigsbee - I remember we had to get the YM and YW to our physEd courses. I'm very 

vague on that. 

Allen - OK. Moving along in years a little bit ....an awful lot of things happened 

as we all know between the 40's,and the 50's, and the 60's. Of the 50's now 

you were growing .... building colleges, Education, college of Business, and so forth. 

What do you remember most about those years, Earle? 

Bigsbee - They just stand out as work. 

Allen - Do you have any recollections of those days? 

Fran (Mrs.) - Curriculum changes, expansion, long time meetings, goal settings, 

long range plans, getting into some of the problems that older universities had 

experienced years before that we had never had when we were starting. Faculty demands, 

hours, titles, work, and more work, recognition. It seemed like new buildings were 

going up, or being acquired, or being rebuilt .....everytime you turned around. You 

couldn't not see something new happening to a building. I'd say it was a time of 

acquisition. 

Dolan - I think we were finding ourselves, too. 

Allen - We're finding ourselves. 

Dolan - We had finally reached a point - and now we're finding ourselves. What 

were we going to do? How were we going to do it? Then, and I think, too, present 

exceptions, the administration expanded rapidly in the 50's. I think we had a lot 

more Deans and administrators than we had before - and some of us thought far 
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Dolan (Continued) - too many than we needed. Well, I don't think that was the case. 

I think they were all busy .....I don't know if they were doing anything .....they 

used to carry empty file folders around. 

Fran (Mrs.) - Well, it moved from this little teaching institution (I remember 

Henry Littlefield's term) ....teaching institution to a much bigger planet placed in the 

universe, ·rightly or wrongly. 

Allen - Alright. Let's move into this area into the area of administration, Earle. 

The Deans Council seemed to everybody to be a rather important body. What did 

the Deans Council do during this time? 

Bigsbee - We used to sit and tell jokes ....and eat. 

Allen - Now I've read some of the Deans Council minutes ....so I know differently. 

Matter of fact, many of them you took. Why is it, Earle, speaking of 

those Deans Council minutes .....they're very short and essentially a record of 

what was agreed or announcements made. There are no ....no indications 

of the positions or stands of anybody. 

Bigsbee - Or the process by which they were arrived. 

Allen - Right. 

Fran (Mrs.) - That's probably just as well. 

Bigsbee - Eaton Reed you remember resigned as a Dean .....and he said to me, "Earle, 

I like to get the minutes and read them and then imagine what took place." 

Allen - Well, as I read them ....I read with a lot of imagination. 

Bigsbee - It was more or less a record of determinations ....rather than minutes of 

.........They never used to carry the discussion and positions that people took, and so for 

Dolan - Just as well, I think, too. I don't think that would have served any benefit. 

Allen - Well, it would have been a tremendous use to me. 

Fran (Mrs.) - The Historici.srnof it. Nobody was thinking history of it at the time, I am 

sure ...... or .....archives. 
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Bigsbee - Bill, this isn't anything to do with that. But, I think I've asked 

you this once before in our correspondence. Did the libraries keep those albums 

that were made in the early days of the Junior College of . newspaper clippings? 

Allen - I have not located them. I keep hearing they're someplace in the library. 

But we're finding new things all the time in the library. 

Bigsbee - Because Corty's secretary's job every morning was to cut them out and paste 

them in there - which would give you a pretty good idea. 

Allen - Right .....I'm glad that you got this on tape, Earle, because this is something 

I'm still looking for. Everyone says that Corty's secretary did this, and they 

were supposed to be in the library, and I can't find them. But, as I said, we're 

finding new things all the time. 

Bigsbee - I remember seeing them when the library was above the Physics Department. 

They had a special shelf over .....but that's the last I ever saw of it - when we 

moveddown to the other campus, I never saw it. 

Allen - Now, coming back to the DeansCouncil .....how much did the Deans Council play 

in the decision making process during the 50's and 60's? 

Bigsbee - Well, I think it diminished as time went on. I ...in the early days the Deans 

took the prerogative of running the place without asking other people what they felt 

about it, what they could contribute to it, and so forth. And that diminished as 

time went on. There wereas many Deans as there were looking out for the interest 

of their section in the institution. We all had equal (supposedly) status, except 

Wolfe and Kern - they were not called Dean for a long, long time. They were 

Directors- ....and as that .....when they had that designation, they were sort of 

second class citizens. But .....

Allen - That's a battle ......

Bigsbee - It was a pretty arbitrary group. 
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Allen - So, in effect, you're saying that the main direction was still on Littlefield's 

hands. 

Bigsbee - Primarily ....although Littlefield was no fool. 

Allen - No, no. 

Bigsbee - He listened to everything that you had to say - both pro and con ......and 

it was a group that had quite a bit of experience .......so .....but he as chairman 

of it had quite a bit of leadership. And then, I don't know, at some point .....it 

became my baby. 

Allen - OK. 

Bigsbee - I don't remember where that was. I guess it was when Henry retired. 

Allen - That's another story, we'll get to that later. 

Dolan - Could I ask you for an intermission for a second. 

Allen - Surely. (tape shut off) .......I'm going to turn this back on now. 

The Dolans have left. I was about to begin a question......do you remember 

much about the origin of the Faculty Senate? 

Bigsbee - Yes, I had tried to get one started for quite a few years. That patterned 

on Union's - Faculty. Senate, but it didn't take hold for a long time. At the 

time it was instituted I don't believe I was, you know, pushing for it. 

Allen - Do you know who was ....who the lead in getting this one, don't you? 

Bigsbee - You did? 

Allen - Yes. 

Bigsbee - Yeah, I had tried for several years ......it didn't get to first base ...

so I had given up. 

Allen - Well, I think we commented earlier that often you have an idea, and time 

is not right, and somebody else does it at another time - the time is right 
it 

and then occurs. So this happens so many times with me. Do you 

think the Senate played a good role? 
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Bigsbee - I think so. 

Allen - In what way? 

Bigsbee -Ah, give you a chance to get broader view points - or broader cross section of 

partaking in the institution. I was sorry that it brought in groups that fought 

for dominance, but I wasn't surprised because Union College had the same thing. 

We used to have like the so and so, so and so, and so faction .....! mean three 

prime leaders in that group, and so forth. But no matter how experienced you 

are, how capable you are, you can always learn from somebody else. 

In that ...I think, instead of just trusting the ...welfare and operation of 

an institution to list a few. There was a time when really the 

Deans Council was just a ....group that ran everything. I can remember ..... the 

members of the Deans Council interviewing men for janitors, and so forth, on 

Saturdays. They'd go through a group of men that applied for jobs as janitors. 

Allen - I'll be darned. 

Bigsbee - So .......well, you know it grew so fast that you had to depend on a 

small group to move faster. But I think after that period was over. then you 

didn't have any excuse not to include everybody. 

Allen - I always was disappointed in the way in which the Senate developed. I think 

the first few years there was a genuine sense of participation, and value, and 

use of the Senate, and then as you say - it took off on a different way ......and 

now it plays a .......it's the University Senate, of course, with the addition of 

students ......and it doesn't really do much. 

Bigsbee - No, it becomes a parlimentary display. 

Allen - Yeah. You may recall in the last years of Littlefield's administration, 

and during the Manning administration, the Senatewas in real bad shape and 
the 

I went back on it as ^ secretary in an effort to re-direct it - and it was a 

complete failure. Dr. Miles started out supporting the Senate, and using the 

Senate, and then he gave up on it. He hasn't been to a Senate meeting in years. 
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Allen (Continued) - Eigel has that responsibility now. One individual that we didn't 

talk about earlier and who was going to play a particular role as we go along was 

John Cox. 

Bigsbee - Gee, that was terrible. 

Allen - Wasn't it. 

Bigsbee - .Yeah. 

Allen - John was a former student of mine - then came back and became a very good 

and very close friend. It was a tremendous loss to the university ....a tremendous 

loss to many of us personally when he died. Anything you want to add about John? 

Bigsbee - Well ....he was sort of Mr. UB. 

Allen - Yeah, yeah. 

Bigsbee - He represented every step in the organization. Coming in as a regular 

student. 

Allen - Yes. Remember when we had a faculty meeting trying to limit the number 

of extra curricular activities that students could do because John was doing 

too much? 

Bigsbee - Oh boy, I remember one day a student coming to my office and he was 

complaining that a faculty member had given him a very unfair grade. And I 

said, "Well, what makes you think that it's unfair?" "Well, he said, maybe 

the teacher isn't unfair, but it's unfair." "Well, I said, that doesn't make 

much sense to me." "Well, he said, we were to write a composition on an 

experience we had this summer. He said, those guys were writing about being 

on Anzio beach .....and I had to write about Fairfield beach. And he said, 

he didn't pay any attention to mine." But that period, when we got the veterans back. 

Allen - Yes. 

Bigsbee - Was most inspiring. 

Allen - Weren't they good students? 

Bigsbee - Now, I remember teaching at night when we had these 23 hour loads. 

Allen - Right. 
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Bigsbee - Math A - these fellows never thought they were going to go to college. 

Allen - Right. 

Bigsbee - And they didn't have the wherewith to start the college level math 

courses. And I taught them basic algebra. They goobled that up. 

Allen - Yeah, yeah. 

Bigsbee -They were just sitting right there and taking it in .....and it's like 

the kid said - they wrote about Anzio beach and I wrote about Fairfield beach. 

Allen - OK. One thing that bothered many of us was the troubles in the 60's, Earle. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 

Allen - Would like to reminisce about that a little bit? 

Bigsbee - Well, it was disappointing, of course, but we're talking primarily about 

the late 60's. Our students were only I think at a low level in thinking about 

what was going on in some of the other places. I remember they started a strike ....

and I got out of my office and went around campus - seeing what was going on. 

I was over by the Engineering building and there were pickets there and I saw 

one of the fellows, one of the students, picketing ........and he sought out another 

boy - he said, "Would you like my sign, he said, I've got to go to class?" Here 

he was picketing ...and yet ......but that was the depth of his conviction. Will 

you take my sign - I'm going to go to class?WelJ,of course, it hardened with the .. 

Allea - Kent State 

Bigsbee -Kent State. That changed it perceptibly .....and I remember that afternoon 

when they really got started ....they were going to take over and ....we ....I was 

over in the Administration building there ....and they had planned to take the 

building. And the first thing they did was cut our telephone cable, but they 
that 

didn't know,
1
we had one line that wasn't in that cable. That became pretty, 

pretty frightening. We had several hundred students out on the lawn there and 

we were inside. But, as you probably remember, Henry took off and went home. 

And the kids began to call him "Run away Henry" ......and that was the biggest 

mistake Henry made that was right at the very end of his great career. 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - It ended fairly well. You remember they messed up the library 

and did a few things ......and I'll always remember this - we had a meeting and 

Al Wolfe was conducting it. We had students who were ringleaders ....and we had 

a couple faculty members, and I was VP then and I was there, and I don't remember 

this kid's name any longer, but he was the acknowledged leader, and you remember 

it messed up final exam schedule .......so we were primarily working on how to 

close the year .....and we were making slow progress. The students by that time 

wanted to see a successful end of the year. And we made some progress and Al 

Wolfe said, "Let's stop for a minute and let's each one in his own way have 

a silent prayer." This kid that sat next to me said, "I can't do that." I said, 

"Why not?" He said, "I'm an atheist." Well, there's something that takes 

care of us when ~e need help ....and I said,(! really don't know how this came 

to me, but I said to him) "I thought you were pretty smart, but I guess you're 

not." He bristled, you know, and he said, "What do you mean?" I said, "'so pick 

a religion without any holidays." Well, he looked at me with the blankest looking 

face and he said, "Would you consider that?" I said, "Young man, when I make 

a decision, I have to consider everything that I can that bears upon it." He 

became my friend the rest of the year, and he used to send me kids to help them 

out. 

Allen - Right, right.

Bigsbee - I'll always remember that little episode .......but how come I thought 

of it, I don't know.

Allen - Now you became VP, Academic VP, after the tragic death of Christie. 

Bigsbee - Yes, if you were at that faculty meeting when they said who do we go to 

now for things thatwe went to VP Christie? Henry said without ever having 

consulted me, be said, "Well you go to Dean ....Vice President Bigsbee." I had, 

of course, been taking over his work for him during that vacation that he was 

having. And Henry never asked me .... or anything .... he said, "Well you go to VP Bigsbee.
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Bigsbee (Continued) - So ....! was for a while Vice President of Research and Planning .... 

and Vice President of the university, and I also had some work still with the 

Junior College. So I went to the Board of Trusteesand said, "You know, if I'm 

doing work ofthree men, either you didn't need three and you were paying three, 

or you're depending on me for doing three people's work for the same amount of pay." 

So the fellow who was head was Marsilius, you know. He said, "I guess you're 

right." he said. And he did something for me financially. 

Allen - OK ....one thing that we have not talked about at all today is the role of 

the Board of Trustees in your period of time. Would you characterize this role 

and its changing role at that time. 

Bigsbee - Well, I have to go way back to Cortright ........and then there was a 

period when I had no access to the Board of Trustees meetings .....and then came-

when I became Vice President for Research and Development ....then I was supposed 

to attend them as a resource, and then also as VP when Christie died. They 

were pretty much dependant upon the administration ....For the information and 

the solutions. They were busy, important people. They were gracious in being 

associated with the institution. They gave quite a bit of money, but I can 

remember ..........whose the 

Allen - Arnold Bernhard 

Bigsbee - Yeah. I've seen Bernhard's sitting at the dinner table. I was beside 

him several times .....and he had a pad on his ....he was working all the 

time. Not on college business, but on I guess the ValueLine. So he gave 

his presence there, but he wasn't listening to what was going on. And they 

depended on whoever was heading the institution to bring the ideas, the backup 

material, and advice .......and usually they took it. 

Allen - Did they give good advice? 
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Bigsbee - Did they give good advice? .....The answer is - not always. 

Allen - Well, . they didn't then, why? 

Bigsbee - Well, if you remember, Henry also didn't only run away from his office 

that day, he ran away and left things that summer while he went to Europe. So 

I went to the Board of Trustees meeting as the President pro tem .......and you 

recall, we had a College of Nursing which had a Bachelor's program in the midst 
of 

of a Master's program. Now Henry had given the job to me forecasting the cost ^
and the income for the next ten years. Oh, it was a very costly program ......and 

does 
the Chairman of the Board said, "Now, when ^ this program break even?" I said, 

"It never breaks even - it increases in burden." Everybody turned and looked 

at me. They said - that isn't what we've been told. And they dumped the Master's 

degree program. Then later on when Manning was President, I remember a case 

where I used to forecast the incoming class and the size of the institution ....

and the Trustees said - What about our incoming group this fall? Manning said, 

"It's fine - bigger than ever." I just .....my mouth I guess fell down .....

because I had given him data that showed him we weren't going to have as 

big a college that year. So Presidents picked the prerogative of just 

covering some things up - and get what they want. 

Allen - OK. Did this happen financially? 

Bigsbee - Well .....! don't know that as well as I do, you know, student body size. 

Talking about that, here's an amusing one. I always used to say, you know, you 

have the registration - 7,600 and something .....and we were having that session 

after registration - and the number was eight from what. I had guessed ....and 

I thought .......well, I knew, of course, that it was an accident. You can't ....

but I thought it was a nice accident. 

Allen - Yes. 

Bigsbee - Henry looked at it and he said, "Good God, Earle, aren't you ever going 

to get anything right?" 
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Allen - This was a form of a sense of humor of Henry that we often forget. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. Here I was waiting for a pat on the back. "Good God, Earle, 

aren't you ever going to get anything right?" 

Allen -My questions about the finances deal primarily with the economic situation 

that we get into 

administration. 

after Henry leaves, and particularly during the Marming 
long 

How were you there under Manning? 
^

Bigsbee - About a year and a half. 

Allen - About a year and a half. How did Manning and Diem get along? 

Bigsbee - Not very well. As a matter of fact, Diem come in one day and advocated 

that he would recommend me for President - and he'd get rid of Manning and he 

was going to bring that to the Board. So, it was difficult to work for the 

man. As Vice President, there was decisions that weren't my sole prerogative ....

and I'd get the material and I'd take it down to him, and he'd say, "Alright, 

I'll study it and I'll give you my decision." Well, you'd come to me and say -

"How about that proposition I gave you?" And I'd say, "It's on Dr. Manning's 

desk." Well, you'd be peeved and say -"Well, when am I going to hear?" So 

I'd go down and I '.d say to him, "Have you made up your mind yet on this?" "No, 

I haven't got to it yet." And I do this three, four times and finally I'd 

say, "To hell with it!" And I'd make the decision myself. And he never balled 

me out for any of them. But that was Manning's chief fault. He was a great man 

for gathering statistics, but he lacked that very necessary characteristic for 

an administrator to be able to carry statistics into action. And it was awfully 

hard for me working with him. He was clever in many ways, but he was not an 

administrator. 

Allen - How did the Board come to fire him? 

Bigsbee - Well I supposed they realized that he was not acting as a good 

administrator. 
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Allen - How'd they find that out? 
him 

Bigsbee - I don't ......his firing is not in .........all I know that I can tell you -

that is .....I don't mean that I'm holding anything back, but the only thing that 

I knew was we went out Aspetuck in the fall to get some apples 

after I had left .......and we met Marsilius out there .....and he said, "Can I 

talk to you?" And I said, "Yes." He said, "I'd like to talk to you privately." 

And I knew Manning was having trouble .....so I said to Mae, I said, "What'll 

I do if they ask me to go back - I don't want to go back." And he told me, he 

said, "We cannot go any further with President Manning ...and he said, we got to 

to something immediately, of course." So he pulled on a plan 

where I think they had three people who took over ....and he asked me if I thought 

it would work. And I said, "I'm not sure that it will work, but I think that it'll 

work better than trying to keep Manning there." Well he said, "He's only going 

to be a figurehead ......the rest of this year." Now that I got from the Chairman 

of the Board. 

Allen - OK. This is something I'll have to work on elsewhere because it's a rather 

interesting situation where they relieve him his duties, but leave him in his office 

and he does nothing. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. That was very specific that he would stay there, but he would not 

be in a really executive spot. 

Allen - And one, subsequently, and this is another long story which we won't go 
be in 

into, Dr. Miles asked me to^his assistant and I went ^1) to tell Chloe that 

I was going to do it, and 2) that Lee wanted her to stay. Well, when she heard 

that I was coming, she jumped up and down and clapped her hands. Then, when 

I said that Lee wanted her to stay - she said, "Only on one condition .....and 

that was that I'd be given something to do." I said, "That you don't need to 

worry about because he's going to work you so hard." And he did. She's taken 

early retirement, you know. 

Bigsbee - Well, I was going to ask you. They send me that little weekly bulletin 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - and I saw an item in there about her ...and I was wondering. 

Allen - Chloe is going to talk with me more and we've got lots of tape to do on with 

her. She's the keeper of the secrets for quite a few years. 

Bigsbee - Oh boy, yeah. 

Allen - She's quite a gal. Like to go back, Earle, for a few minutes before 

we finish to ask you about other Deans. The first Education Dean was Tripinsee. 

What was he like? 

Bigsbee - I think Tripinsee had had health problems - mental health problems that 

interfered with his being able to perform his duties. We shared the two rooms 

across in Cortright Hall there with common room for the secretaries, and I could 

eavesdrop on a lot of things, and he used to come to me for advice and, of course, 

he had family problems. And I told Mae the first day that I met him he'd been 

hired and I said, "Mae, the man that's going to be the new Dean of Education, I 

think he's had a stroke." And I believe he had ....and I don't think he was mentally 

capable to do his job. 

Allen - OK. He was succeeded by Lovell, wasn't he. 

Bigsbee - Yes. 

Allen - What about him? 

Bigsbee - Lovell was very, very good .....and it made a complete turn around in his 

acceptance in the administration and the progress I think in a college. But we 

only had him a short time, and that was personal - his wife did not want to stay. 

Allen - And then came Curtis Ramsey, didn't he? Short fellow who wore cowboy boots? 

Bigsbee - Gee, I don't seem to remember him. 

Allen - Alright. I'm having all kinds of trouble getting any reaction on him. I 

knew he was there, but as you say, a lot of people don't remember him. And then 

See was Dean. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 
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Allen - And See did a number of things ^ in the university. Talk about Harold 

See for a while. 

Bigsbee - Harold was a very enthusiastic, and a capable fellow, but with a small 
more 

span of interest. He'd no^than get something rolling and he was through with it. 

Often not getting to the end of it. He was a big spender. Trying to build as

big a unit for himself as he could. Very capable man, but no more 

than he had something in his grasp ......he was through with that - he wanted somethin 
different. 

Allen - Alright. Over in the College of Business - Eaton Reed. 

Bigsbee - I think he was pretty good. Kind of sticky about some things .....and 

a real gentlemanly pattern of behavior ....which bothered him no end if didn't 

go way. He took his sabbatical - went out to I think it was the University 

of Arizona - taught for part of that ...I don't know whether he taught the whole 

year or part of it. He took a whole year ......and he came back and immediately 
be 

notified Littlefield that he would not ^ dean beyond the coming year because 

he found out the faculty had an easier life than a Dean did. And that will 

take me back to Henry Littlefield. Henry always used to have a little party 

for the departing Deans, and what not .....and so he had a party for Eaton Reed. 

And the custom was that, that chair down in the Dean's room became yours when you left 

So the evening had gone by very nicely. It was a nice meal, 

good fellowship, and that. So he ...Henry had started his little talk ....Eation..... 

how we would miss him, and so forth, and he said, "Eaton, you know the custom 

of the Dean gets his chair when he retires. He said, you're not retiring 

he said, so all I could give you is this." And he had the name plate. 

Allen - And then he was succeeded by Fred Ekeblad. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 
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Bigsbee - Oh, Ekeblad isn't there anymore. 

Mae - No, they were down this way ........where was it Naples? 

Bigsbee - Well, they were looking for a place in Naples. Whether they bought it 

or not, I don't know. 

Mae - That was around Christmas time. 

Bigsbee .- Yeah. 

Mae - And we haven't heard from them. They said they were going to write and get in 

touch with us. He'd have us up there. 

Biesbee - Ekeblad was good, but he wasn't realistic. But as he was going into 

mechanics in his job ......but he thought UB could be Yale overnight - if the 

Board of Trustees would get more money for this .....or do this .....or 

raise the admission standards. Well, you don't become a Yale overnight. You 

have to earn it the hard way .........and UB didn't have any chance of becoming 

a Yale in our life time. So except for his unrealistic attitude about what 

league the university could play, I think he did his job well. 

Allen - Where you there when Frank Delio was Dean? 

Bigsbee - Yes, DeLio ......I think did a good caretakers job. I liked what he 

was he doing. I was disappointed that he didn't want to continue. 

Allen - He was extremely conscientous. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. Good worker. Good thinker. Not very happy about being in that 

spot. 

Allen - He was pretty well shot up during the war - and he had health problems. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. I think he had all it took except the desire to be Dean continually. 

Allen - Alright. We're going to move over to College of Arts and Sciences after 

Ropp retired. Now the sequence of these are a little out of whack for me. I've 

forgotten, but Fletcher was one of the later ones. Remember the fellow from 

San Jose State who came on leave from San Jose? 

Bigsbee - Yeah. Only very vaguely. 
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Allen - Biologist. 

Bigsbee - After Ropp left, your colleague came in. 

Allen - Right. 

Bigsbee - And then when he left, Sommer Foster came in. 

Allen - Who? 

Bigsbee - What did you say his name was? 

Allen - Fletcher. 

Bigsbee - Fletcher. I don't remember him too well. 

Allen - Alright .....and Karnis. 

Allen - Alright .....Miles. 

Bigsbee - Wasn't there .....

Allen - Karl Larsen was ....

Bigsbee - Larsen. 

Allen - Karl Larsen was for a time, yes. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. I liked Karl very well. I see he's hanging around UB. 

Allen - Yes, still teaching part time - and he just recently had been ill. I had 

forgotten ....

Bigsbee - Yeah, it was in the Bulletin. 

Allen - Forgotten the nature of it. Karl was a great individual. I liked him very 

much. Lee Miles ....as a Dean. 

Bigsbee - Well, he wanted to be the President. 

Allen - And he also wanted to be Vice President for Academic Affairs. 

Bigsbee - Well .....Miles and See came 
combatant. 

at the same time .......and boy .... they 

were And Henry had been very generous .......he had gone out to get 

men that he thought were good men and he gave them prerogatives and money 

that the rest of us didn't have. But, particularly Harold was always looking 

for more money ......particularly in faculty members. And there was quite a 
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Bigsbee (Continued) - skirmish between the two to become President at that time. 

And also . ............. . 

End of Side #3
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Bigs bee Both of them were ambitious, agressive. 

So I think they probably didn't want to make a choice between the two. 
an 

Allen - And then, after Manning ....I'll tell youAinteresting little story .......just 

after your time. I was Secretary of the Senate .....the Senate when Manning's 

departure became imminent ......the Senate said that we resurrected a motion 

that we have had when Manning was picked .....that the Senate had the role in 

picking the President, and I,as Secretary, was to notify the Board of Trustees, 

the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, that this was the rule. So, du tifully 

I made an appointment with Jack Field, whom I knew casually. Met him, delivered 

the message, and .......he said fine .......and then he said, "Do you know who 

should be our next President?" I said, "No, who?" He said, "Lee Miles .....we 

should have picked him instead of Manning." I said, "Well, it's interesting 

this weekend's right. This weekend I'm going to be up in Alfred because my 

daughter is a senior there and I'm President of the Parents' Association." "Well, 

you can carry a message." And I did .....and that was the beginning of the process. 

Bigsbee - Manning, I think he was a physicist. 

Allen - Yes. 

Bigsbee - And in physics you can carry out an experiment and the data produces a 

result. He tried that in the university. He'd get data and he'd sit and look at 

it, but it didn't automatically say - you do this. And he couldn't translate 

it himself. So he was a "do nothing" President, really. 

Allen - Yeap, Yeap. 

Bigsbee - He wasn't dumb. 

Allen - No, no. He was a bright, charming individual. 

Bigsbee - But he lacked that personality - the behavior pattern that allowed him 

to make that last step. 

Allen - Earle, we've had a rather long session .....and I would just like to ask a 

couple of final questions for today's session. What do you think we·re your greatest 

accomplishments at UB? 
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Bigsbee - I don't know if I accomplished anything. 

Allen - Oh, come on now. You and I know better than that. You were ....... If 

I were right now to characterize it - I'd say that you were the glue that 

held an awful lot together during much of this period. 

Bigsbee - It's hard to evaluate yourself. 

Allen - . Well, some people are not as reticent as you. I won't be that reticent. 

Let me ask another .....another question along ....... What were your greatest 

failures? 

Bigsbee - I guess I have to give the same answer. I'm not aware of which ones. 

Allen - Well, I can't help you on that either because I'm not aware of any. 

Bigsbee - I found it very challenging from the time the war period was over ..... 

and to turn an institution of 150 students in September of '45 into a 

university - finally of 8,000. And I had a chance to play many roles in it. 

And I must have been effective because I went up the ladder instead of down 
out 

it. But I don't know any one I'd pick ^ and say that was a real top notch one. 

It was a chance 

matter of fact, 

that comes to very few people to go through that. As a 
you 

Mae can tell that one day my telephone rang down in Cortright 
/ \ 

Hall - and a voice said, "Mr. Bigsbee, I'm so and so. Now you don't know 

me, but I'm Chairman of the Board of Trustees of a conununity college in Long 

Island and we've been studying you for about four months. And we are ready 

to offer you a position as the President of our new college .....and would 

you come to a meeting and meet the Board of Trustees at such and such time?" 

I said, "I'm not interested." He said, "You're not interested?" I said, 

"No, I really am not interested." And I came back home that night and I said, 

"Mae, I had the most funny thing happen today. " And Mae said, ''You darn 

fool. Why didn't you go over and find out how much they were going to pay you." 

But that's what UB meant to me. I was not interested to move. I didn't explore. 
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Allen - Well, one of the questions which I often ask ......particularly when 

I'm talking with the old timers ..... is why did you stay so long? 

I mean, I'm in the same boat. I came for one semester and here it's 38 

years later. And this is the question that has always intrigued me with 

the old timers. There's been something about this place that, frustrating 

sometimes as it can be, just gets in your skin, in your life - and it becomes 

so much a part of your life ......that yon ..... I've had a couple of 

opportunities to move, too, and didn't - for a variety of reasons. Along 

that line, Earle, it just occurred to me, do you remember one summer (forgotten 

the time on this) I came to you and asked you a question ............It seems 

that I had been to summer camp and a fellow that I knew up in the Boston 

area asked me if I was interviewed for this job as President (I've forgotten 

the name of the college - whether it was Lesley or something like that up around 

Boston). I said, "No, I knew nothing about it." I thought he was pulling 

my leg. It turned out that they had developed their search process in a very 

extraordinary manner, and had been looking at people much in the way that 

they were looking at you, and had developed a list by rankings, and I was 

somewhere on the list because #1turned them down - and two took it. So there 

were ..........I don't know whether it was three, four, five or six. And then 

I asked you about it and you said yes they had talked to you. Do you remember 

anything about that? 

Bigsbee - No, don't remember. But, you know, if UB had come to a plateau, I 

probably wouldn't have been, you know, interested. Or my role in UB had 

come to a plateau, I wouldn't, but it was a new college, a new job, with each 

new day. I was there at the right time. 

Allen - Yeah, yeah. Of course, the last ten years have been not one in growth, 

but of retrenchment. 

Bigsbee - Yeah. 
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Allen - And fighting the problems of retrenchment, which is a completely different .....

there's not the exhilaration of growth. 

Bigsbee - That's right. It's hard ......

Allen - Frustrations .....

Bigsbee - You may say - well, we've got it saved now ........feel that that's an 

accomplishment, but as you say, you get an exhilaration when it's the other 

way. And it gave me a lot of good opportunities. I served on many 

National Commissions using the Junior College National Organization. And a ......

lots of work with the New England Associations, I said. So that, it did a lot 

of things for me. 

Allen - And I think that the honorary degree which you got 
of 

career was minimum recognition for all the things that 
^an 

at the close of your 

you had to do. 

Bigsbee - Well, it was anti-climax because I knew it was coming, you see. 
^

It was custom. 

so my own alma mater gave me an honorary degree - and that I had no inkling 

that it was coming. So, that one I think I got a bigger kick out of. But 

I knew I'd get this. 

Allen - Well, I'm going to turn this off now, Earle. We've had a rather long 

session ......and I'm sure that in the future there are going to be other 

questions. We'll send you a letter and/or a tape and we can do some of this 

by tape as we go along. 

Bigsbee - Yeah, I've got tape facilities here. 
a 

Allen - And we can handle it that way. But this has been tremendously exhilarting 
^

time for me. 

Bigsbee - Well, it's brought back some UB feelings. 

Allen - OK - we'll close out. 




