
Interview with Dr. David Silverstone, 4 November, 1986 

Allen: This is election day, the 4th of November of 1986, and 
I'm sitting in the home of Dr. David Silverstone. Now we' re 
going to repeat a little of what we said earlier, Dave. You came 
to the University, Dave in? 

Dave: Actually on Sept. 15th, 1953. 

Allen: And your position was? 

Dave: Assistant Professor of Audio-Visual Education and Director 
of the Audio-Visual Center. 

Allen: And you retired 30 years later? 

Dave: 30 years later. 

Allen: In 1983. O.K. Now we had talked earlier about the ques-
tion that has come up several times, that you had put on audio-
visual tape, on video tape, interviews with? 

Dave: With about 10 people, in other words each person one video 
tape assigned to them, this was put on, in the studios of the 
audio-visual center at the time, and I interviewed each person. 
Dr. Ropp was one of them, Phil Stern, Earle Bigsbee, I don't 
really recall who else, but there were ten of them. What hap-
pened to those tapes, Bill, I don't know. When I left the Audio-
visual center they were still in the Audio-Visual Center. They 
did clear out the cabinet and I was told that, by somebody who 
worked there after I left, and they threw out a lot of tapes and 
they destroyed them, and that was it. I tried to give those away 
and nobody wanted them. 

Allen: You didn't ask me, cause you didn't know. 

Dave: I didn't know you were working. All I knew Clarence Ropp 
was working on them, and then I got word later that he had given 
it up. It was just too much for him. He had to go back and 
forth between New Hampshire and Bridgeport. That's about all I 
can tell you. There were other things in the files. 

Allen: You had a lot of slides. 

Dave: I told you I turned over 2,000 slides to the Public Rela-
tions Department, but what that department is called now, I 
couldn't tell you. And let's see, I gave some motion picture 
film that we had taken of different events on the campus going 
back to the ground breaking ceremonies of the library, 1954, I 
believe that was, and we had some other events on the campus. 
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Ground breaking ceremonies, on motion picture film and that in-
cluded the library as well as the ground breaking for the 
original Carlson library, and then there were films also of some 
of the well, in quotes, "big name athletes" that we had like Al-
vin Clinkscales, when he played for the Harlem Globetrotters, we 
had some footage of that, and I turned that over to the Public 
Relations Department. There was an awful lot of stuff I gave. I 
had a whole file cabinet just full of materials, three drawers 
full of a four drawer cabinet, and I turned those over. Nobody 
else wanted it. They didn't even want it, so I said. 

Allen: And I haven't found it yet. 
today. 

I doubt that it exists 

Dave: That's too bad. we photographed, we took slides of every, 
let's see, I guess we took slides of every graduation, color 
slides from 1953 through 1981, 80 or 81, I'm not sure. And we 
turned those over to them also. Now what happened to that 
material, I don't know. 

Allen: There has been such a turn over in that office, I doubt 
that any of it exists anymore. 

Dave: There should be something around some place. 

Allen: There should be, but I doubt that I will ever find it. 

Dave: I know I can tell you, it's not in the Audio-Visual 
Center. And I don't have it. 

Allen: O.K. 1953 was just at the end of the Korean war and we 
had suffered a little set back in enrollment during the war for 
obvious reasons, and we were just on the road back up at this 
time. Do you have any idea of what the Audio-Visual equipment 
and personnel and service was like before you came? 

Dave: I really don't have any idea, except all I can tell you is, 
that there was hardly any equipment. When I got there there were 
two motion picture projectors owned by the university and only 
one was working and one was somewhere in some shop in Greenwich 
being repaired. It took me six months to get that machine back 
after I threatened to call in a lawyer, and finally got the 
machine back, it didn't work, so I took it home one night and put 
it in my attic and fixed it. And in fact, the first two years I 
was there, I was doing all the repairs of equipment in my attic. 
This was late at night. I remember for the first five years I 
was there almost seven days a week, every week, and I was repair-
ing equipment and even going out as a projectionist, especially 
during the summer. During the summer we had no help at all. 

Allen: Now on the tape that we didn't get, we mentioned some of 
the people that you had helping you, Dick Haas, Elmer Maher and 
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Joe sullivano • 

Dave: And Tom Carter. I haven't seen him in years. 

Allen: I saw him, Monday, and he's still as 

Dave: well, I did see him, I shouldn't say, I saw him about a 
month ago. His father passed away so I went to the wake. His 
father was an awfully nice, decent human being. I can't say the 
same for Tom. But, far as other people, the first fellow that 
actually went work for me was a fell ow by the name of Al 
Chadwick. He was a student there and he worked in the Audio-
visual Center just about full time. 

Allen: Really? 

Dave: An awfully nice guy and he stayed there for about five 
years after he graduated. 

Allen: Now what kind of a budget did you get to get new equip-
ment and build up the audio-visual program? 

Dave: Budget? 

Allen: I mean, did you 

Dave: I'm trying to remember, everybody had to fight for every-
thing there. There was nothing you didn't fight for. 

Allen: With whom did you have to fight? 

Dave: Henry made you fight. Henry backed you in the corner. 
Henry made you think. He was a decent guy, nice guy, I liked him 
very much and, he, if you went in to see Henry, you had to have 
the facts and back it up with good arguments. 

Allen: And usually then he would say no. 

Dave: No, he would say maybe. 

Allen: Maybe for you, o.k. 

Dave: If he said no, that was it. If he said maybe, then you had 
a reasonable chance of getting it. 

Allen: Well, we used to figure that he had to say no twice and 
the third time back if you were very good, you could get it. 

Dave: I recall getting things the first shot. 

Allen: Oh boy. 
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Dave: I remember one time, I don't know why this stands out in 
my mind, when Dana Hall went up, we wanted a large electric 
screen in the lecture hall, I forget the room number now but 

Allen: Dana 102. 

Dave: Dana 102, and the architect wanted to put a six footer in, 
a pull down screen, so I said, "no don't put that in". I said, 
"that won't look like anything, you won't be able to see a thing 
so you might as well use a blank wall". So I went over and saw 
Henry and I explained the situation and he asked me how much it 
would cost. I told him, I had already gotten all that 
information, cause that was the only way to approach him, he said 
yes, I think a six foot screen would look like a postage stamp. 
He said you got out and order that right away. This is the way, 
if you went in you know, there were times when I didn't have time 
to check and I said we needed this, he would say," why and how 
much?". I couldn't answer the questions. He said, "who wants 
it?". I would tell him who wants it. 

Allen: Now, you said we had two motion picture projectors and 
then where was the Audio-Visual Center at this time? 

Dave: In the old garage behind Bishop Hall. It was an old four 
car garage converted, it is on the spot of the present library. 

Allen: Right. Then wasn't there a time when a part of that 
garage was a classroom? 

Dave: No, that included everything. One little section, one 
little room, was the audio-visual room and the other part was a 
classroom, all the time that I was there, plus there was a 
fellow, Scotty Lindsey, who lived upstairs with his wife and son. 
And they were willed to the university by the Bishop family when 
they sold the house and the garage to the university and all the 
property going with it. I'd be in the middle of a class early in 
the morning and all of a sudden I'd hear Mrs. Lindsey yell out 
the window to her son, "Alan, Did you take your mittens?", you 
know with the Scotch accent. It threw the class in a panic. 

Allen: I remember that very, very well, because for part of that 
time, my office was in Bishop Hall and we also had the football 
team lockers in the basement of Bishop Hall, and, of course the 
floor was not soundproofed and all of their noise came directly 
up to Dr. Ropp's office on the first floor which he did not 
appreciate, especially the language. 

Dave: I'll tell you a better one than that. It was time for us 
to get out of that garage and move, so we moved from there to the 
basement of Bishop Hall, and we set up a large area there, one 
for a classroom and one for a projection area and we set up our 
speakers on the ceiling, and we were showing some biological 
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film, and physiologically, biology, and the sound would go right 
through the ceiling, and Mrs. Shalvoy objected to the sound 
tracks of the films. "I don't want to hear all that garbage, 
that's not good for the kids, anyway, to learn". Anyway, all 
that sound went through the ceiling. 

Allen: And then you went from there to Dana Hall where it 
remains today. 

Dave: I suppose, I haven't been there in five years. 

Allen: What types of equipment did you begin to get and why? 

Dave: Types of equipment? 
find. 

Allen: Tapes, projectors. 

Every thing that we could possibly 

Dave: Motion picture projectors, slide projectors, opaque 
projectors, overhead projectors, film strip projectors and all 
kinds of viewers and television equipment. All types of things. 

Allen: Remember, I had an overhead projector almost virtually 
assigned to me during much of this period, which I used every 
time. It was a good and very effective audio-visual aid, and 
along with it went a number of slides, some of which Dick Haas 
made for me, particularly as the technology improved. 

Alright, people, let's talk about some people, for example for 
whom did you work for much of this time? 

Dave: I worked mostly for Henry and for Harold See, he was vice 
president and then after that I couldn't tell you. Back and 
forth, shuffling back and forth. 

Allen: No one knew quite where to place the audio-visual center 
for responsibility. 

Dave: No one wanted to take the responsibility. 

Allen: Why was that? 

Dave: Don't ask me. 

Allen: Tell us about Harold See. 

Dave: Tell you about him? Bright individual, smart, I think he 
was brilliant. His thinking was very futuristic and I think he 
was far ahead of his time. He far exceeded anybody at the 
University of Bridgeport, with the exception of Henry 
Littlefield. 
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Allen: He was Dean of the College of Education, and then became 
Vice President for Institutional Research and Planning. Were you 
aware that he was candidate also for Vice President of Academic 
Affairs? Why didn't he get it, do you know? 

Dave: I couldn't say. 

Allen: You didn't swap this sort of intimate things with him? 

Dave: Some things but not that, no. 

Allen: What type of things? 

Dave: What type of things? About the college, I guess. 

Allen:. O.K. Doc. Ropp. What type of person was he, how well did 
you know him? 

Dave: I think he was a brilliant individual. I think he was a 
real southern gentleman, I think he was a scholar, and in his 
day, I understand, he was a fine teacher, and I had very cordial 
relations with him. As I understand it, if he had no respect for 
you, he would just say, "you". If he liked you, he would call 
you by your last name. And if he thought you were pretty good, 
he would call you by your first name. 

Allen: I haven't run into many of those. 
you? 

Dave: He called me Dave. 

How did he ref er to 

Allen: He did, huh. I was never anything but Allen, to this day. 
He is not too well at the present time. Earle Bigsbee? 

Dave: Earle, one of the finest human beings I ever met. Just a 
fine, decent human being. And a very warm individual. By the 
way, Harold See and Clarence Ropp were two warm individuals. 
Clarence did not give that idea but he is warm an.a a nic~ ~-QYY.1 
and so is his wife, Emily. Harold See's wiie, Heleri, is a very 
nice person too, she is a doll. Earle Bigsbee and Mae, two fine 
people. I knew Earl quite well. In fact I didn't get to see 
him, this last year, but I'll see him again this year. He's at 
Fort Myers. 

Allen: Yes I know, I was down to see him almost two years ago. 
You know Mae is in their sick unit, she has Alzheimers. 

Dave: Earle and I used to spend hours just sitting talking in 
his off ice, planning this and planning that. He liked to talk 
photography, electronics, amongst other things. 

Allen: Earle advised the camera department back in the Junior 
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College days when he first came, and was always interested in it. 

Dave: Yes, I know, and then it disbanded, and he even got me to 
start one. It lasted a while. I don't know what else to tell 
you about him. 

Allen: Jim Halsey, how well did you know him? 

Dave: I knew him, but not too well. He was a sincere individual 
but I think he was more a philosopher than a pragmatic 
individual. He also was a decent human being, just a nice guy. I 
can't say anymore than that because I didn't know him. He was a 
warm person, he, the university was his whole life and he did his 
best. 

Allen: Mrs. Halsey is quite ill now. I saw her the first of 
June. well, there was a flicker of recognition, she is not well. 
Faculty characters? 

Dave: Faculty characters? 

Allen: John Sherry for example. 

Dave: That's who I was thinking of but I couldn't tell you his 
last name. He was from Oil City, Pennsylvania and he and I used 
to sit and discuss Pennsylvania by the hour. And he was loved by 
the students, he was a bright guy, and was a good teacher, and 
you could depend on John. When he said he was going to do 
something, he did it. And he was reliable, when he said he was 
going to be there, he was there. Nice guy. 

Allen: John always had an in on what was going on around campus. 
What was his source of information, do you know? I remember one 
time he told me something that had happened in the Dean's Council 
ten minutes after the Dean's Council meeting was over. Harry 
Wechter was another one of these. Did you know Harry? 

Dave: I knew Harry well. Harry and I were close friends. 

Allen: Tell us a little bit about Harry. 

Dave: Harry taught everything. All sciences. Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, everything. He even taught Math for a while. 
And I know he told me for a week he taught English one time. 
Harry was a capable, very bright individual, and the kids liked 
him. He had plenty of his own kids, he had fifteen and he was 
quite busy all the time.. He and I started the, I don't know 
whether they still have it, whether it is still going, Harry and 
I started what was it, the time it was the IRE, which was the In-
stitute for Radio Engineers. we started it for the college of 
Engineering. He and I were the co-faculty advisors. Then it be-
came the IEEE and we again, we were co-advisors. 
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Allen: Didn't you and Harry have a lot to do with the organiza-
tion and setting up of WPKN? 

Dave: Yes. 

Allen: How did that work out? What did you do? 

Dave: Well, we just got the thing started through the FCC and so 
on, and we brought it to the campus, and for a while it looked 
like it was going to die but then I bowed out, I had too much to 
do, I don't remember much. Harry kept it up, and then we also 
started something else. we started a short wave radio club and 
the university wouldn't give them any equipment. At home I had 
my own transmitter and receiver and I lent it to the ham radio 
club, and there was a fire in the student center, and that piece 
of equipment went, and I lost my receiver. Harry and I did a lot 
of writing together, outside. we wrote for the IEEE and the In-
stitute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers. 

Allen: It seemed to me that every time I turned around there was 
someth'ing that you had written. It was noted in the Faculty 
Bulletin. 

Dave: I did a lot of writing then. I wrote something like 8 
books. In the 30 years I was there, preceding that (?) I did a 
lot of lecturing. Those articles appeared all over the world. 
In fact, one day I was walking down Broad street in Bridgeport 
and Joe Roucek was over on the other side of the street and he 
yelled over, "Hey Silverstone", and I said, "how you doing, Joe?" 
and I walked over and he said, "I want to show you something", 
and he pulled a magazine out of his pocket from India and one of 
my articles was in there. I had sent it out maybe a year and a 
half before, and it came out at the particular moment, I don't 
remember what year that was. 

Allen: Did you know Joe Roucek well? 

Dave: Well enough. There were three classes of people according 
to Joe Roucek. There were the peasants, and there were the aris-
tocrats and then there was Silverstone. He was a character. One 
day, you talk about the Korean students. A lot of them were 
Physical Education students, and they were downstairs as you men-
tioned before, in the locker room, that was the Physical Educa-
tion area. Well, he used to get aggravated with the Phys. Ed. 
students parking in his parking space in Bishop driveway. Well, 
one day, he came out, and he drove small cars before it was 
fashionable. Well one day, he came out and found his car up on 
the back porch of Bishop Hall. He accused me. I didn't know 
about it. I stood there howling. He was turning purple. A 
bunch of students just turned around and carried it up there. 
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Allen: Other faculty characters? 

Dave: I think 90% of them were characters. The College of En-
gineering didn't have any characters, did they? 

Allen: I don't recall any, they were all pretty straight arrow. 
Alright, let's turn to your teaching career on this. You taught 
audio-visual, did you not? And what were the basic objectives of 
the program that you were teaching? was this a graduate or under 
graduate level? 

Dave: Well, first I taught just one course for undergraduates 
when I got there, and a few years later, ten years later, that 
undergraduate course was dropped and became just graduate 
courses. we prepared people for industry, for education and 
strange as it may seem, there's still a lot of people out there 
in the corporations who trained at UB and a lot of people in the 
school. 

Allen: Dave, what do you think your greatest accomplishment was 
at the University? 

Dave: I don't know. The one thing I could have been a great 
accomplishment, I won't go into that, no point in going into 
that. I don't know, Bill. Just getting out. 

Allen: I haven't asked you about, 

Dave: Probably the biggest thing that happened, was 1972. we 
won the award for National Education Association for the best 
audio -visual program in the country. Harvard was in second 
place. 

Allen: I'd forgotten that. That will be important and what was 
the basis of the award? What did we do, was it the whole program 
or what? 

Dave: The whole program. And the set up of it and the way we 
were going about things. we were the first ones to set up the 
whole systems organization starting back in 1967, and it started 
out that way. 

Allen: Who made the award, do you recall? What organization? 

Dave: (?) And Encyclopedia Britannica film. That was presented 
at the Coliseum, in Milwaukee, 1972, and there were several 
presentations. One, the original one, the big one, was in Mil-
waukee in 1972, then after that Sen. Benton gave me a special 
award for the, well from the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Allen: Speaking of Sen. Benton, he was a Trustee at the time., 
did you have contact with any of the Trustees? 
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Dave: I met Sen. Benton, I knew Fred Carstenson. 

Allen: Long time chairman of the Building and Grounds Committee. 

Dave: He used to borrow speakers every Christmas. He used to 
borrow the big speakers and put them up and play music around 
his house. I didn't know very many of the Trustees. There was 
one other. Hamilton Merrill, and he was a nice person. I bought 
him a Swiss camera. 

Allen: O.K. The highlight of your program, then, was the na-
tional award that you got from the NEA? 

Dave: Over the years, we received awards from several different 
places, and my objective, I guess basically, when I arrived at 
the university was to get the name of the University of 
Bridgeport out and I kept that throughout my whole career. That 
was my prime goal. Everything I wrote and I had pictures in it, 
I made sure the University of Bridgeport was written right in the 
picture. For instance, one time I was doing a series of pictures 
for a magazine. There had to be something on a screen in the 
picture as it was going to be published. I made sure the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport was on that picture. Wherever I went, I was 
always known as being from the University of Bridgeport. I made 
it very clear and evident. Now when I go, I don't even know I 
was there. It's like I was never there. I just go so mad at 
this whole thing when I left, and was thrown out of the Audio-
visual Center, told that I would be given materials and things to 
work with later on, I never got them, that's when I left. And 
then (?) 

Allen: we did not talk about WUBC and cable relationships on 
this because in part this occurs after the period that my history 
is on, but for posterity, do you want to make any comments about 
WUBC. 

Dave: Not any more than saying I brought it to the campus and in 
fact some people down there may deny it, but I brought it to the 
campus, but I brought it there, and then everybody else and his 
brother saw it as a good thing and took it over. In fact Lee 
Miles at one of the faculty meetings after I brought it to the 
campus made a statement at the opening faculty meeting in 
September, saying that Dave Silverstone brought this thing to the 
campus and we wish we had more people like him. And that was the 
end of the whole thing. That's all I'll say. 

Allen: I remember I was Lee's assistant at the time and in on 
some of the negotiations and took part in some of the nego-
tiations as well, but I'm aware of your role on that. Exactly 
where it stands now, I don't know and it's outside the scope of 
the period of history I'm dealing with. Before I close off, do 
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you have any other words of wisdom for us Dave? 

Dave: I think that's enough. You wanted the background and I 
think you have it. I came to Bridgeport from Fort Monmouth and 
the first thing I did actually, when I came from Fort Monmouth, 
one of the things that happened. The New York City Police wanted 
somebody to teach their instructors, using audio-visual equipment 
and I was it. I used to go down there twice a week, and I taught 
there for about a year, and I was their consultant for about fif-
teen years. That was a very significant thing for the University 
of Bridgeport because we got a lot of equipment out of it, and 
got some money from it. And another thing that I think is impor-
tant is that we set up the first, in the state of Connecticut, 
the first self-learning laboratory in the State of Connecticut, 
in the Audio-visual Center. students could come in and learn how 
to operate equipment, and do it themselves. we set it up in the 
variety of the media, slides, film strips, overhead, motion 
pictures. There didn't have an instructor around, only an under-
graduate to help in case the student, the undergraduate was a lab 
assistant. 

Allen: You used an awful lot of undergraduates 
department, didn't you.? These were work scholarships? 
any of them that you particularly remember? 

in your 
Are they 

Dave: Yes, there are quite a few around today. I see them oc-
casionally and they call me or I bump into them. 

Allen: Any names? 

Dave: I'd rather not go into that. 

Allen: OK Dave, thank you very, very much. This has been most 
interesting and will be useful. There are a couple parts of this 
that will come in very handy. 

Dave: As far as the other thing, I can't think of more than,(?} 
What I would do if I were you, is to check out Cortright Hall, 
(?} Maybe in one of the rooms somewhere, you will find a mess of 
slides. 

Allen: I found a bunch of negatives, not slides, but negatives. 
And then I found three blank reels of tape. Nothing on them, but 
they had been used. 

Dave: I am not sure whether, I was going to tell you, but when 
John Cox was alive, John and I were good friends, (?} and it was 
a picture of Barnum• s old house, the one down by the circle, 
nobody had any pictures or slides. I had a color negative and I 
made a (?}, I gave it to John and he hung it up on the wall in 
his office. Whether it is still there, I don't know. 
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Allen: No, I haven't seen it. 

Dave: Copy of it in the Barnum Museum, because I gave them one. 
And Al Dickason had one too. I gave Al one. 

Allen: OK again thank you very much, Dave. This will be the end 
of the tape. 

End of tape. 
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