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,QWHUYLHZWITH BETTY AND JACK JENSEN 10 Jan. 1986 
I I , d '{3 tape s1 es) 

Side 1 
BETTY: Betty Madden Jensen 
JACK: Jack Jensen 
ALLEN: The two of you first came to the university when it was a 
Jr. College, was that in the fall of '39? 
BETTY: Jack arrived first. 
JACK: In '38. 
ALLEN: You were in '38 and you in '39 and you found each other 
rather early, didn't you at the Jr. College. 
JACK: We certainly did. Well, in '39, I'd been there a year and 
how I found her, I'll never forget. I came out of Dr. Ropp's 
smelly old Chem. class and here was this blond, lovely looking 
gal in a corduroy suit in the hallway and I'd never seen her 
before, did a double take and asked somebody "who's that?" That 
was it and we've been together ever since. 

ALLEN: I know the scribe several times refers to the two of you 
as an"item" and you were also Queen of the Wisteria Festival. 

BETTY: No, Jack was king but I was not Queen, I was the Queen 
Mother. 

ALLEN: Oh, you were the Queen Mother? 

BETTY: Virginia DePledge was the Queen that year and Jack was 
the king. 

JACK: I was Prince Charming. 

BETTY: He was Prince Charming. 

ALLEN: And in the year book of 1940, Jack, you were listed as 
most conservative. 

JACK: still am. 

ALLEN: What was your conservatism at this time? 

JACK: Just an old fashion gutsy American who likes to see things 
run the right way. 

ALLEN: Why did you get involved with the Greek War Relief 
Committee which you chaired, Jack? 

JACK: wow, that's an old timer. I don't know , we both were on 
that and I really don't know. How did we get involved? 

BETTY: I'm sure it's because Mr. Halsey asked us. Many were 
called but few were chosen and we were good workers and we had 
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already worked on the Community Chest, forerunner of the United 
Fund and that was in the era during which college students went 
out collecting door to door with cards for the Community Chest 
and we had both worked on that and had done a good job for the 
university and for the Community Chest and then when the Greek 
Relief came along they wanted somebody who had worked hard and 
I'm sure that's why. 

ALLEN: O.K. in 1941 year book, Jack, you added to your most 
conservative label that of "Best Looking". Do you remember that? 

JACK: Yes I remember, let's see, Virginia DePledge and someone 
else, we made the cover of the old pink Times Star that year, 
I've got the clipping somewhere. She was the Best Looking Gal 
and somebody who was the Best Student or something, we didn't 
make that one . 

ALLEN: Tell us a little bit about the people at the university,! 
keep saying university, it's the Jr. College at that time. 
Cortright, you must have known him quite well. 

JACK: My dad knew E. Everett Cortright from various things like 
Kiwannis Club , civic activities like that so I had known him 
before I went there and always admired him. 

ALLEN: What was he like? 

JACK: I'll never forget the time he would get up in an assembly 
and, he had a bit of an impediment when he spoke, and he would 
almost say ssssssssstudents and he would get ribbed a lot for 
that among the students but he was a great guy. He was very, I 
would say he was very conservative and yet he had the forward 
going outlook somewhat like Jim Halsey did and he had the ability 
to garner people around him, start the thing and make it go 
during bad times. 

ALLEN: Do you have anything to add to that Betty? 

BETTY: I think that the tape I gave you says it all • He was 
determined to establish in Bridgeport an opportunity for people 
who might not be able to afford to go to other schools; for those 
people to have a college education and he was absolutly 
determined to do that and in those first graduating classes there 
were many, many briliant minds. People who went, as a matter of 
fact went two years to the Jr. College of Conn. and then went on 
the best schools in the country and made honors there so that 
provided a very sound educational foundation for the Univ. of 
Bridgeport because it had a whole corps of Jr. College graduates 
who were intelligent and achievers and who made a name for the 
Jr. College and ultimately for the university. 

ALLEN: Alright Ropp. Doc Ropp. 
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JACK: An absolutly fantastic guy 

ALLEN:In what way? 

JACK: In every way. He was so pleasant and nice and yet strict. 
do your work or else but you couldn't have had a better teacher 
than Doc Ropp. Of course I felt that way about many of them 
there but I don't know-some of the Chemistry was very, very 
difficult for me and I didn't do well but he had the ability to 
urge you on to make sure you got through it. He use to play 
tennis out back during the noon hour • 

ALLEN: The tennis part I never knew about. 

BETTY: There was a tennis court in back 

ALLEN: I knew there was a tennis court and that students very 
largely brought that about. 

JACK: He'd come out and he always 

BETTY: It was there when we arrived,we had nothing to do with 
the installation. 

JACK: He was pretty much a vegetarian. He would have carrot 
JUice and chomping on celery and carrots and that sort of thing 
and play tennis . 

ALLEN: Now, Betty, you worked with Doc Ropp, you were his 
secretary on Sept. 18, 1946. 

BETTY: That's when you arrived. 

ALLEN: No, I arrived about six months later, the first of Feb., 
'47. 

BETTY: Well that was a different situation . we really are not 
doing the history in sequence by the way but that doesn't matter 
I guess • No that came about and I was hoping that I could find 
the letter I was at the Univ. of Conecticut and I wrote a letter 
to Prof. Everett. Jack and I had been very active in attempting 
to start an alumni association and Prof. Everett had been the 
faculty person responsible for that so that I had had a lot of 
correspondence back and forth with him and a lot of ideas for 
organization. And I wrote to him at that time and suggested that 
the Univ. of Bridgeport needed an alumni secretary • Somebody 
who would take care of alumni affairs full time and I suggested 
that I be that person. And they wrote back and said the only way 
they could afford to do that would be if I would be willing to do 
that part time and serve as secretary to Dr. Ropp part time and 
but they would like very much to have me do it. I was trying to 
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find that correspondence but I haven't been able to up to now and 
that's really how they got their first alumni secretary. 

ALLEN: Do you remember what your salary was then? 



ALLEN: Which comes out to $1,800./year That was in the Trustee 
minutes incidentally. 

BETTY: was it really? 

ALLEN: Yes 

JACK: Did they vote to spend the $50.? 

ALLEN: They voted to spend for the year $1,800. At that point 
however you were listed only as secretary to Doc Ropp. 

BETTY: No, I was hired for both. 

ALLEN: I do find 

BETTY: I know what it was ,wait a minute, there was a $600. a 
year honorarium I was to get for doing the alumni work. That's 
right. I probably have this all someplace • 

ALLEN: I remember incidentally you referred to back then, you 
were just a few months before I was there, and I remember seeing 
you and I remember seeing Jack coming in to pick you up and then 
shortly after that you got married and because we are essentially 
contemporaries and those bring back fond memories. 

BETTY: Right, indeed 

JACK: Excuse, Bill, before I forget it, You started in '38 and 
it was interesting in 1938, I was standing in the hallway there 
when Jim Halsey first came and for some reason or other in 1944 
when Henry Littlefield and Jeannie came in to the university for 
the first time as a Jr. College. I was in the office and met them 
at the same time and I have never forgotten that because I was 
one of the first to greet the Halseys and also the Littlefields. 
I happened to be going back, I was doing night work there at that 
time, and I was in the office for some reason and Henry and 
Jeannie walked in • 

ALLEN: That's a very interesting coincidence • All right coming 
back to some of the other faculty members, Bill Everett. 

JACK: Oh yes , Bill Everett. Bill was a real southern, quiet 
a great guy. 
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BETTY: A real southern gentleman. 

JACK: He really was. I enjoyed working with Bill. ANd others. 
Dean Scurr. Bett can probably tell you a lot more because she's 
the English major, but he happens to be the best. 



-
were all fantastic • I th~nk that's another thing that was very 
fortunate. All of the professors at that time were truly 
dedicated people. Dedicated to making us learn no matter what 
happened • They were all so well educated , most of them had 
doctorates • I think that Prof. Everett and Bigsbee I think were 
the only two who did not have doctorates, they had master's 
degrees but not doctorates and you mentioned Dr. Ropp before whom 
I did not have for Chemistry but just in a course like Health 
which was really anatomy and nutrition at that time • You could 
have gotton fortunately I didn't flunk the course but I think 
that anyone who flunked the course would still have gotten 
something out of Dr. Ropp's teaching • You simply could not go 
away without learning, no matter what kind of mark you got 
because you absolutly learned. I think as a matter of fact that 
Prof. Chamberlain who also was considered by some not to be that 
vigorous a speaker, was a very good teacher in this respect in 
that he assigned term papers for which you absolutly had to do 
research and when you have to do research you can't help 
learning. And he really planned his courses in those early years 
and I'm speaking of my years being the early years much in the 
way Harvard was respected for , that very same kind of thing. I 
think Professor Ballou whom I didn't have certainly had a good 
reputation but Prof. Bigsbee was also another one from whom you 
couldn't help learning. He was probably the most fantastic 
teacher I ever had. Absolutly a fantastic teacher. He was 
excellent 

JACK: I had Bigsbee for so many subjects. Surveying, Mech. 
Drawing,Physics, you name it all those courses and he was just 
tremendous. I remember he had a '37 Dodge, he piled the Surveying 
class in the Dodge and go down to Seaside Park and we'd survey 
Seaside Park from one end to the other It was great and I think 
one of the reasons why I like to draw house plans today is 
because of the work I did with Bigsbee in Mech. Drawing He just 
got you totally involved in the subject. Dr. Ballou on the other 
hand, I took Calculus from him. I couldn't understand a thing 
the man said and he would weigh your books at the end of the 
term. That is how you got your mark and so a lot of the kids 
filled it up with blank paper and rip out all of the blank pages 
and you got your mark on that That was supposed to be your 
homework I took that course two years in a row. 

ALLEN: He lived just around the corner didn't he? 

JACK: Yes he did • I think on Fremont Street. 
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JACK: He was married to a gal who was also involved with UB 
BETTY: His daughter married Professor Goulding. He was a 
brillant man. No question about that. 

ALLEN: Did you know that Ballou, although his property abutted 
to the Jr. College property and there was access to the Jr. 
College would drive his car around and park it in the faculty 
parking lot each day. 

JACK: That's the kind of guy he was. How about Pierre 
Zampierre, the little old wine maker from Switzerland and, as a 
matter of fact Bett took French from Zampierre and to this day 
she said,"! have this Swiss accent in my French because she says 
"'''siss and Satt" 

BETTY: I don't but he did, he would say "VOUCHUCK-VOUCHUCH" 

JACK: And of course I knew Zampy from the Kiwannis Club too. He 
was a member when my Dad was a member and I've known him even 
before we went to the Jr. College. He was really something. 

ALLEN: Did he talk about his roommate, Mussolini? 

JACK: Yes,he did. 

ALLEN: What did he have to say about him, do you recall? 

JACK: I can't remember but I do remember him talking 

BETTY: He would digress in any class. 

JACK: Absolutly 

BETTY: He was always willing to tell a story. 

JACK: I'm sure that today the kids in any college don't have 
that kind of rapport with the teacher. 

ALLEN: The classes were small. 

JACK: The classes were small and 

ALLEN: Zampierre wrote the music to the Alma Mater of the Jr. 
College. Do you have any idea where I could get a copy of the 
music? I have the words • 

JACK: The words were written by a student, I forget her name. 

ALLEN: I have it in the office. 

JACK: Gee whizz, the music • 
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ALLEN: Cecelia 

BETTY: (She sings) 

ALLEN: There is one of the early graduates,Cecelia Rosenberg, 
I've forgotten now what her maiden name was and she wrote some of 
the other songs and I've been in touch with her but she does not 
remember the tune to the Jr. College. That will help because she 
reconstructs that so I will play that part for her and see what 
we can come up with. 

BETTY: 
on it. 

(She sings} I could probably figure it out if I worked 

ALLEN: Good, good I hope you can because I can't find a copy 
anywhere. I've circularized this and haven't done it at all. we 
memtioned a moment ago that Charles Goulding married Ballou's 
daughter • She was a student in the Jr. College, wasn't she? 

BETTY: She was,I believe, but that was before our time. 

ALLEN: And as a matter of fact I think that's where Charlie 

BETTY: I should pobably know her class. It used to be that I 
would know every , I could not look at you without knowing your 
class. Everybody who graduated between 1929 and 1950 probably. 

JACK: Another thing that comes back to me, an Accounting 
teacher, did you ever know little Joe Herren? 

ALLEN: No,I did not • I have run across the name many times. 
Tell us a little bit about him. 

JACK: Everybody called him "Little Joe' because he was very 
short and had short arms, unusual looking but boy, could that guy 
teach. I took a, several courses and he was a , I haven't 
thought of that name in years. 

ALLEN: One of the nice things that I'm having as I run across 
these attacks of nostalgia in talking with people when I was 
there and then I find the same thing happening as I'm talking 
with people who were there before this • 

JACK: Like the Hurricane in 1938. We were sitting in classroom 
which was the little sunroom on the first floor and the Hurricane 
came in that afternoon and that was no place to be . All at once 
that same room - I had a 34 Black Buick convertible with wire 
wheels and I'm sitting there in that same classroom and Berkley 
Bennett, somehow or other he managed to get a second set of keys 
to my car, and I'm in Zampie's class and out goes my car in the 
drive way and I was wild • 
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ALLEN: The other students and events which happened during this 
time. 

JACK: Straight A Kelman{?) Remember Straight A,what was his 
name? Jack 

BETTY: Joe 

JACK: Remember him. Frank(6)? He and Straight A were buddies 
and I don't know why • He was aa great big hulk of a guy and 
little old Straight A was this skinny. I couldn't understand it. 
One was , oh well 

ALLEN: I keep reading a lot in the Scribe about the Men's Club 

JACK: The Men's Club? 

ALLEN: Yes. 

JACK: O.K. The Men's Club, that's what I was saying , it was 
litterally in the Men's Locker Room and I did not belong to it , 
it was not my "cup of tea" • I don't know what they did there or 
why. 

BETTY: They played cards. 

JACK: rs that what they did? 

BETTY: Oh yes. I wasn't in the men's room to check on it but 
that's what, they were, it wasn't Kelly who was the card player 
though, it was Frank Johnson (Jack - The one I was talking 
about), also a brillant mind but they were card players they used 
to sit in there and play cards all the time. I don't know , I 
think it was Pinochle , I mean it wasn't even but I'm pretty sure 
it was that. 

ALLEN: Now Carmen Totora came after your time. 

BETTY: Carmen was at the end of my time. 

ALLEN: All right, 

BETTY: Incidentally, the time I went in as Alumni Secretary in 
the fall of 1946, this was in the Bridgeport Post on Nov. 6, 
1946. You can have that 

ALLEN: Sometimes I loose my track , train of thought 

BETTY: This is a hard thing to do. I know because I tried to do 
it years ago it's not any easy thing. 

ALLEN: O.K. What was the day like, what was the average student 
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day, what did you do besides go to class? 

BETTY: Talk,I worked all the time. 

JACK: There was alwavR a n1~~- ~n ~~lk ~hA h~11M~17D ~oĿ~ ~ 



BETTY: outside the old Chem Lab was a good place • 

JACK: That was a wide hallway and everybody congregated 

BETTY: And one reason was these boys would be in with 
experiments and the experiment would be cooking up and they'd 
come out to say "hello" and they would go back in and they were 
in and out with these Lab coats and for the Jr. College of Conn., 
it was a wide hallway. It was also on route to the Library which 
probably everybody was supposed to be going to but not that many 
people arrived at • And 

JACK: And on the way to the Physics Lab too. 

BETTY: Right, all of those laboratories were in that area. 

ALLEN: They were on the first floor. 

BETTY: They were on the first floor and then the Library, well 
the original Library , the Library was an addition actually to 
the, as you look at the front of the building to the left, it was 
a brick addition to that building and the original library was in 
the what we called the , what did we call it, the assembly hall 
there, we used to have assemblies every week. 

ALLEN: Alright, I was going to come back to assemblies • We'll 
do that in a minute. Before it moved upstairs, the library was 
across,as you walked in the front door, it was the first door to 
the right. 

BETTY: That's correct where we used to have assemblies. 

ALLEN: And then eventually it was a snack bar. 

BETTY: Exactly. 

ALLEN: And then behind that the book store. 

BETTY: Exactly. But it really wasn't a snack bar during our 
time as students. 

ALLEN: No 

BETTY: time as students • 
big room and they used it 

It was after we were there. It was a 
with folding chairs but they put them 
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up for every assembly. 

ALLEN: Talk about these assemblies. What was the purpose of the 
assemblies. 

BETTY: To educate us. Educate us either from the standpoint of 
let''s say Arts and Science or comtemporary issues of the day , 
for example we had Dr. Alderson who spoke as a consciencious 
objector, and well we probably had every man of the cloth in town 
as far as that goes each one talking about something different, I 
mean there were quite a few ministers and clergy in general who 
spoke. we had people who talked about the United Fund. It was 
almost the kind of program you would have at a civic club today I 
would say • And maybe an extension of a high school type of an 
assembly. I personally found them interesting. A lot of people 
found them boring. I used to look forward to them. Then we used 
to have tea dances. Tea dances. Has anybody mentioned the tea 
dances? 

JACK: They were just great. 

BETTY: They were terrific. They were mainly at Mrs. Decker's 
home on Fremont Street. She would have • 

ALLEN: She was the housemother. 

BETTY: She was the housemother and she would actually. 

JACK: We did have them in the assembly room. Quite a few girls 
who lived in Mrs. Decker's dorm and they would be the hub of the 
dance . That was great. 

BETTY: It was a very nice life for them in a way. Jean Marshall 
would be an interesting one to whom you can talk because of the 
fact that she lived there in the dormitory. Have you spoken with 
anybody who had dormitory life there. She would probably be very 
interesting and very enjoy reminiscing as far as that goes. 

ALLEN: You know, as I said earlier we are very much 
contemporaries because I started at Yale in Sept. of '39 at the 
same time you started at the Jr. College and you mentioned Tea 
Dances and a flood of memories came back on the tea dances we 
used to have and you talk about tea dances today and 

BETTY: It was such a lovely way of life. It was such a lovely 
thing for the young people to be doing and a way of getting to 
meet people and but anyway that's • There was tennis playing, 
there were not any sports activities really as one finds on any 
college campus today. It was strictly going to school and going 
home • That was another thing. People spent quite a bit of time 
going to and from school. I did not have a car during the time I 
was there and I lived in Stratford and it took about a half hour 
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by bus so I would come in early in the morning and I actually, 
you asked why we went there. I went there because of the 
depression and frankly I could not afford to accept scholarships 
in other campus that would be away from this area and the 
university, or at that time the Jr. College, I should say, 
offered tailor made programs which you could really not get other 
places and interstingly enough it continues to offer that same 
type of tailor made program today. I think it got away a little 
bit from it maybe going back five years and ten years before that 
but I think that basically its always had the tailor made 
programs • The reason why I graduated in the class of '43 as 
compared to the class of '41 is that I did not have enough 
credits because I took only four subjects my first year and I 
worked all summer and I worked also as a student assistant and I 
got 50 cents an hour for that at that time. I worked as a 
student assistant for Prof. Brown who was in accounting, I knew 
nothing about accounting and I'd never taken a subject like that 
but I corrected accounting papers and I also worked for Elvira 
Himmick at one point. 

ALLEN: Let's stop for a minute and talk about Elvira. What do 
you remember about Elvira? I have some fond memories too. 

BETTY: Well, I thought she was a great gal. 

JACK: Laughing all the time. 

BETTY: I think people had the love or hate complex about her . 
I think she definitely showed partiality, not in marking but 
among her students. I think she was a person who liked some 
students better than others and you could always tell that • She 
was just one of those people. But I always had a fond place in 
my heart for her. I always liked her. She was a very earnest 
type person . Pursued her -, very methodical about her work , 
really new her own field very well. I did take shorthand and 
typing from her, that's really what happened, you see. I took 
the extra courses of that type in my first year and I was behind 
in the acedemic point but they certainly held me in good stead. 
She was an excellent teacher. I took one year of typing and I 
still am doing it. 

ALLEN. Elvira was right straight out • For example when I first 
met her she came up and said "hello, I'm Elvira Himmick, you must 
be Bill Allen. Are you married?" And you would be surprised • 

betty; I can just hear her saying that. 

ALLEN: You'd be surprised at the number of people who have 
remembered that as their first meeting with her. Then later on 
she was husband hunting, there's no question about it and 

JACK: She found one. 
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ALLEN: Yes,she eventually found one 

BETTY: Frank somebody 

ALLEN: Then 

BETTY: I think he died. 

ALLEN: I don't know , is she still around? 

BETTY: I think she died several years ago. 

ALLEN: I remember when her engagement was announced , who was it 
was telling me., it's immaterial now,in Fones Hall said, "are you 
going to keep on teaching?" And in her loud, penetrating voice, 
"only till I'm pregnant". Everybody on the first floor of Fones 
Hall heard it. Well, there are many, many other stories about 
Elvira that • 

BETTY: I realy liked her very, very much and she made you work 
hard but she rewarded you for it in other words you felt 
gratified that you had worked hard, it was worth it all' 

ALLEN: we interrupted the life of the student. 

BETTY: Another thing , well as I say I had my days pretty well 
filled because then I went home at five or six o'clock just as if 
I'd had a working day but you had a lot of fun too. I think a 
lot of fun was going to lunch before they had the snack bar was 
going to lunch at Landy's or at the Women's Drug Store, not the 
women's Drug store, it was 

ALLEN: Well the women's Drug Store was just up across from, just 
the other side across the street from Bassick, on the corner of 
Clinton. 

BETTY: This was before that , this was on the same side as 
Bassick and I remember different people had different things for 
example: Irene Goode had a vegetable plate every day and it was 
forty cents, ten cents for each vegetable and they had milk 
shakes. I remember that because I gained weight. They had 
frosts, dangerous things, but you see that was an interesting 
thing for them to do, they just enjoyed walking back and forth. 
You had to walk every place to do anything so they enjoyed 
walking to whatever store they had lunch at and back. 

JACK: It was a very nice neighborhood in those days. 

ALLEN: Yes,Landy's was the restaurant down at the fountain 

BETTY: Thaat's correct 
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ALLEN: Sometimes called the "greasy spooon" 

JACK: No the one up next to Bassick is where that one, I forget 
the name of it , it was like Antoinette's or, a lady's name. 

BETTY: Maybe that will come to me, I can't think of it. The 
women's Drug store, that was a little bit later but when we first 
went there in 1939, it was the name of somebody who ran it and I 
can't really remember • I'm sure someone else will though. I 
think Carl Huber might or somebody like that. 

ALLEN: Just after you left, I think, we acquired the Marina 
estate, didn''t we? That was in'41. 

JACK: Yes that's right. 

BETTY: But it wasn't used then , that's right. It was rented 

ALLEN: During the war 

BETTY: It was rented to the Red Cross, used by the Red Cross 

ALLEN: And they had to keep it up. What I was leading to was 
talk of moving the campus from Fairfield Avenue to Marina to 
Seaside. Any of that come up while you were students? 

BETTY: No but it certainly came up while I was doing the Alumni 
work. Because I went on, in one way or another even though I 
somewhaat retired in 1947, I always went back to help - it was I 
who suggested that the term for Alumni Secretary be Director of 
Alumni Relations and I always went back in later years to help 
train that new person who came on up to Madison and the fellow 
who followed him and then Bill Kennedy and I trained all of those 
people in alumni work in the beginning; but during that period of 
transition I was involved in the moving of the campus and as a 
maatter of fact saw the alumni office not only did the Jr. 
College expand from the original hall and then purchase the house 
at the corner of Fremont or the former Rappaport House at the 
corner of Fairfield Avenue and Fremont Street and the house on 
Fremont Street the house in back of that on Fremont street that 
was the year during which 1947-8-9-50, the students had half 
their classes on Fairfield Avenue and the other half, but I can't 
say half and half but I can say they went to class on both 
campuses. 

ALLEN: I remember a faculty meeting we were trying to figure out 
at either a faculty meeting or talking with Earle Bigsbee, we 
tried to figure out how we were going to get people back and 
forth from this. It's very simple, have one start ten minutes 
before the hour and one start ten minutes after the hour and it 
gives you twenty minutes to go back and forth and that's how that 
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schedule You could go from one campus to other, I've forgotten 
which now without loosing a period but you couldn't do it both 
ways. Let's look a little bit more at the Alumni Secretary work, 
Betty, coincidentally with your work for Dr. Ropp, you became 
Alumni Secretary and what were yo doing at that time with the 
alumni? 

BETTY: I really organized it. We developed a constitution 
which they had not had, played around with it for a while but 
really had never evolved and I established, I would say I'm not 
really that familiar with the number, but the committees I 
established the committees were established in this box, and I 
had a file for each committee and I organized the duties of the 
committes and the committees met regularly whether they would be 
committees for vocationall guidance. I established the system by 
which the alumni would visit the campus and speak to students who 
might be interested in various careers- We had career times and 
so on. we worked on admissions , we had, well, here are some of 
the names of the committees. Educational Progress, they actually 
assisted in fund raising by pointing out to the public the 
educational achievements of the university and we were very much 
tied in with fund raising from the beginning and that was always 
Mr. Halsey's idea , He was fantastic with that � And we had a 
Finance Committee , we had a Football Committee, you probably 
know Jack was responsible for some of that. We were also, I'll 
continue about this. This alumni achievemnt committee was an 
effort of all the, an effort to find out what had happened to the 
various students from the time they had left the school to the 
present time and that had never been done so it was really quite 
a project at that time and we succeeded in finding that in more 
recent years I think and we started the alumni club and we stated 
that each club should have a purpose of awarding scholarships and 
of planning a program to which they would invite somebody from 
the University and so on and so really all of the committees that 
are probably active today came from all of these ideas. They 
certainly weren't new ideas because they are just what other 
alumni associations in more established university have been 
doing for years and I had gotten a lot of study about it and I 
had also joined the American < I suggested to the university that 
they join the American Alumni Council) and I went to all of the 
regional and national meetings of the American Alumni Council at 
that time so that it was only that I had learned what other 
organizations were doing and I tried to apply that in a limited 
way to the Jr. College of Conn. 

ALLEN: The alumni of the university has never been organized by 
class. At Yale, for example, we have a class secretary, 
corresponding secretary. 

BETTY: we did then absolutly. 

ALLEN: Whatever happened to that system? 
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BETTY: They were organized by class up to at least 1954. I'm 
sure of that. 

ALLEN: What type of an organization was it? 

BETTY; It was a class reunion type of organization so that , 
well in the earlier stages of this, we had we would even have 
three classes at one time , see we were only talking about five, 
ten and fifteen years, then so that in an effort to have a more 
important reunions, what we would do then is have an alumni 
reunion and we would honor certain classes and have the five and 
ten year classes working especially hard to get their people out. 
We would also work hard in having the classes before and after 
come out because every one of them had something in common with 
the other so that at that point, even though we were honoring the 
reunion classes it was only as part of the total reunion. I'm not 
really sure what it became but that went on for years • I would 
say that went on that went on beyond that because I have a 
picturehere of us in at least 1960 something and there were class 
reunions then and they had organized classes for fund raising 
too. 

ALLEN: we don't have much of that. 

SIDE 2: 

BETTY: we suggessted movies, I told about an amateur movie that 
I'd seen of human interest and that we shouldn't have the 
professional type of movie. For us it woulldn't be too good , it 
wold be too smooth , it's better to show everything at amateur 
level. 

ALLEN: was this the movie that was made of the Jr. College? 

BETTY: That was before that. 

ALLEN: Did you ever see that? 

BETTY: Yes I did. 

ALLEN: Have any idea of where a copy of that might be. 

BETTY: Have you gone over the alumni off ice with a fine tooth 
comb. ' 

ALLEN: Not with a fine tooth comb. No. 

BETTY: Becase I think that somebody would find two or three 
things. Maybe that same cassette of Cortright speech, I think 
maybe that movie, I think maybe a diary of what was the Demerest 
girl, remember she gave me her diary and it was lost. we were 
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chagrined by that because it was all kinds of information about 
the school and I'm sure that's in the offfce somewhere. 

JACK: That speech of Corty's was 

BETTY: But I'm trying to think. This Career Night became, it 
was not only a Career Night it was a career program and it really 
became quite ambitious. we would have attorneys and doctors and 
so on who came down to speak and we would have people who 
actually interviewed and talked about the school 

JACK: I remember I ran one in the Physics Lab and we had people 
from all different professions who explained to students, it was 
just great. 

ALLEN: As a young faculty member I got involved in that shortly 
after I got there. I also, now this is, want to come back to the 
assemblies a minute because I also got involved with the 
assemblies shortly after I arrived, getting speakers and so 
forth. As one of my part time assignments. 

BETTY: Everybody had a chance to serve part time. 

A~I.EN: Let's go back to the assemblies when you were there. 
These weekly assemblies were required • What happened if you 
missed? 

JACK: Well, somebody like Dr. Ropp would kind of saunter up to 
you and say, "Jensen, he never called anybody by his first name , 
where were you?" Of course I always went • I enjoyed them too. 

BETTY: I think you know we were more accustomed to students 
acting in a different way today • I think the idea of not going 
did not occur to that many people. 

ALLEN: Well 

BETTY: There were not many truants, you know. I think another 
thing about that school is that a lot of people felt it was an 
opportunity to go to school and there was a great seriousness of 
purpose on the part of every student, not every student perhaps, 
I can't say that for everybody but a lot of people were just 
appreciative of the fact that they could go to school and that 
makes for a very, for alot of esprit de corps. 

ALLEN: A commonality of purpose. 

BETTY: Right 

ALLEN: Now you may recall later we went to the point where you 
didn't have to go to an assembly every week, in a part because we 
were having difficulty finding a place big enough to meet. we 
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were in the Klein but we instituted a system whereby you had to 
have, I think so many a year, and eventually I think it was 12 a 
year 

BETTY: Oh, credit, they were credits. 

ALLEN: In other words these were required in order to gr.aduate. 
And then we eventually got away from that particular part. Why 
do you think that happened? 

BETTY: Why do you think we got away from it? 

ALLEN: Yes 

BETTY: I think the transportation and communications. I think 
first of all we were both transportation and communications 
Students were emancipated. They were in charge of their own 
transportation. Most of them drove to school even if they were 
dorm students, they had cars that they could use. I think also 
the television changed all of that. Television and the 
advancement of even the telephone. Telephone or radio telephone 
communications. What had once been newspaper or radio telephone 
became telephone. Newspapers and magazines had all of the recent 
information in them. Everything was on television immediately 
and its the price of what you might say, progress. 

ALLEN: I've often wondered too if the whole system of record 
keeping, keeping track of how many assemblies these people was 
too much and it cost an awful lot to keep a record of this. 

BETTY: It happened everyplace. There again it was a way of life 
it was an evolution of life on campus. 

ALLEN: There are two questions on the Jr. College period I want 
to bring up. First one for you Betty. What was, how was it 
working for Dr. Ropp? 

BETTY: Oh, excellent. He was , it's very easy going for me. He 
was a hard taskmaster, in terms of the classroom, maybe having 
first of all I respond well to a hard taskmaster in class • 
Maybe having had him as a teacher was an advantage. I knew that. 
But I would have responded the same for anyone for whom I was 
working. I would have done the job and that was it and I did the 
job the way he wanted it. He was away most of the time and but 
he was a person who really dictated, I mean lucky I took that 
course in stenography because he really dictate long letters and 
features and so on and it was hard work but it was very pleasant 
work and he was just very nice to me. Always a gentleman and a 
very gemtlemanly person • You always knew where you stood. 

ALLEN: I got to know him quite well because when I first came I 
would eat dinner very often down at Marina. First at Wisteria 
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and then the Ropps and the Akers and Chick Spiltoir and others 
would have dinner down at Marina. Those were nice days. 

JACK: I remember Emily Mae and her sister. Emily Mae was the 
librarian and her sister � I don't believe her sister worked 
there. 

ALLEN: Her sister preceeded her. 

BETTY: Adelaide. She preceeded her, right. She was the first 
one. 

JACK: I remember seeing the two of them there. 

BETTY: I know what I was going to say. They were also the 
beginnings of the days of the university of the development of 
the College of Arts and Sciences, you see and from that 
standpoint, it was very interesting too. 

ALLEN: How long were you secretary to Dr. Ropp. 

BETTY: Only until, I said 1947 , till July of 1948 and then it 
was, well I'm not sure, no I wasn't all of that time because 
actually I went into the full time alumni work but we were still 
in the same building and in the same place and I was still 
involved somehow in some of that developmental work with the 
beginnings of the College of Arts and Sciences. There is a lot 
of intermingling of duties and activities at that time, but 
somehow I went on to do strictly alumni work sometime during from 
let's say the fall of 47 to the spring of 48 because I know that 
when John was born in July of 48 I hired my brother as a matter 
of fact to take my place at that time � That was before Ev 
Matsen came to replace me. 

JACK: We were at a U.B. meeting and Carl Huber sat at 

BETTY: I worked to the last moment, I want you to know that. 

JACK: the night before John was born. He was running an alumni 
meeting up there at Carl's house. I remember that �

BETTY: Do you ever have this little catelog? 

ALLEN: I think so. Let me take a look at it. 

BETTY: We were instrumental in the formation of the evening 
school. 

ALLEN: Yes I've seen that. I have a copy. 

BETTY: That was when we were evening students but that's what I 
did, you see the two years after 1941 I went evenings and I 
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worked during the day and went evenings and that's when we were 
involved in the formation of the evening school. 

ALLEN: I said there were two questions I was going to ask, there 
were three because there are two people I want to talk about very 
briefly- Harry Becker. Do you remember him? 

BETTY: I always liked him. I just liked all of them so it's 
haard to get me to say any different. 

ALLEN: First let me say, we mentioned a time or two, Jim Halsey. 

BETTY: I thought he was fantastic. To me he was the development 
of the university. He would turn around in his swivel chair and 
look out into space and he turned around and he would say "all 
right now we will do this, one, two, three, four, five - in a 
manner that he was that organized. I feel that he was not 
commpletely appreciated in that respect. I just felt that he had 
a, well I worked as assistant to him for may years, too, but he I 
just felt because he had strong personality to some extent and 
because his wife had a strong personality there were many people 
who objected to that strong personality , those strong 
personalities but it didn't mean that the ability wasn't there. 
I think that he's the one who had the foresight to do so many 
things and he wrote so many speeches for so many people who stood 
up and gave them, its just unbelieveable. Now Henry Littlefield 
did not do that, I mean write speeches but Halsey could write a 
speech for anybody. He had excellent empathy where he could put 
himself in anybody's place. I thought he was fantastic. 

ALLEN: How did Halsey and Littlefield work together? 

BETTY: Out of necessity, I think as it turned out they 
complimented each other and together they made one fantastic 
president. I think there is no question about that. Henry had 
the astute business mind and Halsey had the creative mind and it 
was a good combination for the times and also the college grew 
because of the times. 

ALLEN: This point has been made by a number of people and I'm 
happy to have it again. Because it's going to be an important 
part of this segment of the story. The doer and the dreamer. 
Halsey has been likened to the dreamer and many times 

BETTY: If you don't have the dream, what do you have? 

ALLEN: That's right. This isn't to say that when you dream, 
you're not doing something and Littlefield the one who put it 
into effect. 

BETTY: Henry had a lot of good ideas too. Henry had a different 
kind of, he had a more, I was going to say a different kind of 
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creative mind. He had a lot of good ideas , there's no question 
of that • More pragmatic type of approach to things • Whereas 
Halsey would just be interested in trying anything and he really 
had a lot of good ideas. 

JACK: I can just see him swivel around • 

BETTY: Oh, I can too. 

JACK: And absolutely stare out the window and you would think 
the man is not with us in the same room, you know, and he would 
do that for a minute or a minute and a half and suddenly swivel 
back around, I can see him doing that time and time again. 

ALLEN: I've seen him do that too. 

JACK: Fantastic and I think he just had to get away from the mob 
scene for a few minutes and get his thoughts together because he 
had them. He might have been a little liberal in the very 
beginning and then the two of them got together and things 
snowballed • 

ALLEN: O.K. Jack, I'd like to come over to you. You were elected 
as Alumni Trustee for a two year term. 

JACK: 1947 for a three year term. It was 47 through 50. And 
that was the first as a four year university. The first time 
that they had had an alumni representative on the Board of 
Trustees and it was a lot of fun. Not only was it fun but it was 
such a fantastic experience for me , you know I was relatively a 
young man who would sit with all those people who I admired for 
years to be on the Board and in on the discussions . 

ALLEN: Tell us a little bit about some of the trustees and the 
chairman was Chaffee at that time. 

JACK: H. Almon Chaffee. Fantastic. As I said earlier I have in 
my office and I look at it quite often a picture taken in, I 
believe it was 47 and there are only three of us left. Henry 
Littlefield ,Danny Wheeler, and myself and there were people like 
Mrs. Bruell, the other lady, Mrs. Cooper 

ALLEN: And Mrs. Oppel. 

JACK: Mrs. Oppel. Three great ladies. There was Al Bodine and 
Chaffee and Danzinger 

ALLEN: Ike Schine. 

JACK: Charlie Bitzer , I could almost memorize 

ALLEN: Ron Maloney 
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JACK: Yes, Ron Maloney • 

ALLEN: Alright now we've beginning to get at this point a 
changing of guard of the old Jr. College trustees excepting for 
Schine, Oppel, Bruell is a relative late comer and Cooper was an 
old timer. Chaffee had been on since about' 33 so he was an old 
timer • In the late '30's, Bodine came on so there are a lot of 
new trustees coming in at this time. What were board meetings 
like at that time? Now I read the minutes and having been to 
board minutes and seeing minutes I know that there's a lot of 
stuff that doesn;t get into the minutes. 

JACK: Well in 19,- the first three years that I was on it it was 
a dynamic period, because they had just gotton into the 
University of Bridgeport and there were so many problems which 
came, for instance, football. I can remember one of the 
assemblies in which we were all at the Klein and there was a 
march up Iranistan Avenue down Fairfield Avenue and students had 
an effigy of a trustee in cap and gown, etc. and big signs,"We 
want Football" and so forth and they marched right into the Klein 
Memorial and so this was a whole brand new problem and I was 
given the task of setting up committees to investigate whether or 
not we should have football. Because trustees were not too 
interested at that time. And it is absolutly amazing when we got 
into all of this insurance, uniforms, all the equipment, the 
hiring of a big coaching staff • There were just so many 
expenses and when I reported back after several months of 
investigating, I thought Jim Halsey would fall off his chair when 
he found out how much it was going to cost and if I recall 
correctly, I think it was about $10,000. to start it up and have 
a team the first year. And it went on for a while and then by 
golly, they did decide to do it and I think it was a wonderful 
thing at that point because it really broadened the horizons of 
the university. So they sent me and the same committee to find a 
coach and that was Chet Gladchuck who was the coach and so I was 
instrumental in hiring Chet and he brought along his other crew 
with him and he setup football and I think I remember the first 
game was with Ithaca. Over in the old Candlelight Stadium. And 
that was something , there were night games at that point and we 
had a thousand people out for this great big game,but it sure was 
fun being there at that time. 

ALLEN: Back to the Board meetings. Did they continue to concern 
themselves with some of the minute details of running the 
university? 

JACK: Yes, they did . That was more like a trustee of your 
church, you know they delved into all of the things that big 
corporations do not 

ALLEN: For example, every teacher's contract was approved. 
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BETTY: witness my $1,800 salary. 

JACK: For instance, thank goodness for people like Doc Ropp and 
Dean Scurr, because, just one second and this relates to board 
meetings too to get back to football for a minute, you remember 
old Josh Ricker from Harding High School. Incidentally, he is in 
a nursing home in Florida and has been for two or three years now 
not quite with it but anyhow there was a question of how we'd get 
football players that very first year • Josh had some good 
suggestions , his school, and unfortunately we had standards to 
live up to and in the first instance before Doc got involved 
there were two little places where they snuck in the back door so 
to speak, but from that point on, no questions asked • Football 
players had be C students or whatever the requirements are and I 
can rmember having Doc Ropp and Miss Scurr actually come to board 
meetings and tell their feelings about, you know the whole run of 
the school and it was great. 

ALLEN: Do you recall anything about budgetary controls on the 
part of the trustees? 

JACK: Yes, who was on budget? 

BETTY: They had them. 

JACK: They sure did. Budget was a big, big item on the trustees 
at that time because we were buying on such a shoestring, it was 
absolutly amazing that this university is where it is today 
because it started with nothing, literally nothing. 

ALLEN: And two times we almost closed down. 

JACK: Absolutely 

ALLEN: One in the early days of the depression and another in 
the early days of the war. These were discussed in the board 
meetings. As a matter of fact at time time during the war when 
we almost closed down we had Cortright saying that next year we 
will be almost entirely a girl's school. But somehow or other we 
managed and got through. 

BETTY: we found some boys. 

ALLEN: I think 

JACK: I think right after the war immediately we had G.I.'s , 
that was what really helped tremendously • I remember in back of 
your off ice there on Fairfield and Norman there was an off ice for 
just G.I's. 

ALLEN: Sherman was running that 
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JACK: Sherman • 

ALLEN: And then on Marie Anderwald did a lot of it. 

JACK: That really helped but it was tough during the war. 

ALLEN: On the board meetings, the president at this time was 
Halsey. Did he set the agenda. Did he pretty much control the 
board meetings? 

JACK: Nobody controlled those board meetings. He attempted to, 
naturally, but it was a gutsy board and they, I think they really 
made the decision and I think that Halsey , the agenda was made 
by Halsey and he was a great influence but they would always, you 
know , hold his coattails and come back to earth, boy. 

ALLEN: were you subsequently on the board after this three year 
term? 

JACK: No, after that, its every ,- I remember Carl Huber 

BETTY: After that you see they had a system for electing an 
alumni trustee and that was what happened. Someone was elected 
and then in more recent years of course they have been choosing 
alumni as trustees. A different set of circumstances. 

JACK: We used to have votes every year for the alumni trustee. 

ALLEN: Now, Betty you have a lot of materials here. 

BETTY: I'm trying to jog my memory. I think you could say, I 
think the reason I have so much is that I have been involved , 
well we have both been until recent years, I mean we have not 
really been involved with the university during the past five or 
ten years. 

JACK: When did I turn in your resignation as the 

BETTY: You see, actually I have the same letter when I started 
the Quarterly Magazine • I did the same thing. I thought the 
university should have a quarterly magazine and I would be very 
happy to be its editor. 

JACK: And Halsey said "O.K. you're it." 

BETTY: I was very disapointed to have the it was expensive by 
Univ. of Bridgeport standards because it was a slickstock 
magazine and I was very disappointed to have to retrench to the 
extent of going into another format for that quarterly magazine 
because I always did like the idea of mailing pieces that had a 
little style to it. And I think that it was too bad that that 
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had to happen but I have been involved through the years in the 
writing of many fund brochures and that's why I have so much in 
the way of papers I have organization for them, here's this 
alumni constitution going back to when we dittoed other things, 
not only mimeograph but that purple ditto paper �

JACK: If you think these papers are much, you should see have 
seen our house when she was editor of this quarterly magazine. 
At by 2:30 or 3 o'clock. 

BETTY: Well, that's when I worked, mainly. 

JACK: There would be papers all over the whole dining room and 
living room floor. She would be assembling this thing �
Unbelieveable. 

BETTY: At that time it was because you were the whole thing. 
You got the articles together if anything had to be written in 
the magazine , you did it, and you laid out the whole thing. I 
have layouts here for brochures �

JACK: We even took it to Haiti with us. 

BETTY: Yes, I did 

JACK: And I told her before I was a commuter at that point and I 
would be her courier � I would bring up this batch of papers and 
run over and give them to at that point, I think it was Don Doer, 
and I remember one time I came up and I gave the papers to Don, 
he told me that he was leaving and I went back to Haiti and said 
to Bett and said Don is leaving and she said o.k., that's it, 
that's it, I'm not going to train another P.R. so that's when she 
resigned from 

BETTY: This is rather an interesting letter. I don't know 
whether anybody knew that. 

ALLEN: Oh, this is Dr. Strang. 

BETTY: Telling why he decided to go to the university. 

ALLEN: Oh yes, he says, you may be interesting in knowing why I 
accepted the request to be Director of the Fones School of Dental 
Hygene. Primairly it was due to an opportunity to repay a debt 
that I also felt I owed to Dr. Fones � When Dr. Fones 
inaugurated the first school of dental hygene in 1914 he asked me 
to be a member of the faculty to lecture in oral and dental 
anatomy. I was just a youngster, fresh out of dental and medical 
schools and the other members of the Fones faculty included the 
deans at the dental schools of Pennsylvania and Harvard . Three 
professors at Yale.One professsor from Columbia and two 
outstanding dentists from New York, an outstanding group of men. 
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As a member of this faculty,I was brought in intimate contact 
with those well known educational individuals who gave me a 
wonderful boost and I never forgot what I owed to Dr. Fones for 
this fact. Consequently, if I could develop an outstanding 
school of dental hygene named after him, I felt it would repay 
him for what he had done for me in years gone by so I accept the 
challenge. That is excellent. I remember Dr. Strang very, very 
well. Jack and Betty, you may remember some of this too. In 
connection with the trustees , how much trustee giving was there? 
Of money to the university or to the Jr. College? 

JACK: By the trustees? 

ALLEN: Yes 

JACK: I remember they had a drive which included the board of 
trustees and I thought at the time being a very, young business 
man, I thought they were quite generous. As a matter of fact I 
could probably , it was one of the things that carried the school 
in those first years. 

ALLEN: I'm told there are no records of who gave what. 

JACK: Oh,really. 

BETTY: I don't think there was much giving in those early years 
I think maybe Sumner Simpson might have given very generously. 

ALLEN: O.K. 

JACK: Oh no, honey, you woulnd't believe the number of trustees 
who gave a lot of money. 

BETTY: But it wasn't really until the 20th anniversary, let's 
see now 

ALLEN: That would be '47 

BETTY: It wasn't really until that time that we went into the 
hard hitting drive for giving and then those next ten years, 
actually the next twenty years were the years in which I was 
involved in all the letter writing and promotion of fund raising. 

ALLEN: Well part of this was due to the fact that we'd had 
several disappointing experiences previously. we had tried in 
1930 to raise and we had a subscription drive • And then of 
course the crash came and a lot of those were never paid off and 
ten years later they were still trying to collect on those 
pledges. And then there was , in the 40's there was the Marts 
and Lundy campaign. There had been an earlier campaign which was 
a fiasco. The American City Bureau. 
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BETTY: I don't remember that but I do remember the Marts and 
Lundy. 

ALLEN: But Sumner Simpson came up. He was still on the Board 
when you were there. Did he attend any meetings? 

JACK: Yes, he did. 

ALLEN: Really. I have had this as a little hobby along the way 
I only have a record of him attending one board of trustees 
meeting. But he is constantly reelected so there's got to be a 
reason for this. 

JACK: Probably financial. I remember him at a meeting. 

BETTY: Of course what they had, the people they had at their 
trustees, maybe then more than now, now we have more of a 
cosmopolitan, universal, international , whatever group. At that 
time they really had the leadership of the city of Bridgeport. 
And the same people who are running the community chest are also 
running the University of Bridgeport and that's about what it 
came to. The presidents of the corporations and maybe a doctor 
here, an attorney there. A lot of industrial leaders. 

ALLEN: I do find records occasionaly mentioned in some records 
left of Cortright that Mrs. Oppel and Mrs. Cooper gave an awful 
lot of money. The, I find records too, of Simpson giving quite a 
bit of money. And in the early days trustees gave and loaned 
money like mad to keep the Jr. College afloat because there were 
always deficits that had to be covered. 

BETTY: Fred Carstensen is a good example of that. 

ALLEN: All right, he came on in about '45 • Did he do much of 
this? 

BETTY: Yes, I believe he did some lending. 

ALLEN: I got to know Fred fairly well because I kept bumping 
into him in the barber shop and we became great friends. 

BETTY: I always liked him, very down to earth type of person. I 
think it was from that point forward though, that well let me say 
that Mr. Halsey had tried to do this before, he had started out 
even before, he had in his mind in addition to the Board of 
Trustees, long before the Board of Associates were organized, he 
had this idea of having a supplementary or complimentary group of 
citizens in town who would pay to belong to this organization and 
therefore turn out to be a good money raising thing. 

ALLEN: Curiously, when they were first founded, they did pay to 
join but the promise was made to them that they would never be 
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approached for fund ra1s1ng afterwards. And eventually they got 
them, the Board prodded them a little bit, to change that part of 
their organization and that has, in the late late 40's and Halsey 
did most of this , Littlefield did some of it later, but it was 
up to 88 people. I looked over the lists of these and they were 
very, very important, influential people in town and a lot of 
them, Chaffee and Bodine come to mind immediately, went from the 
Board of 'Associates to the Board of Trustees and this has 
happened in a number of other instances since that time. 

BETTY: I think it is still happening to a certain extent. If 
they went out to get them they were out to get a money group of 
people to be on all of these boards at that time. I mean it was 
a direct, concerted effort which is true of almost every 
university. 

ALLEN: well this you've got to have • I notice you have a book 
over there 50 Centuries of Art and there's a letter inside • 
That strikes me as being something, a book that was given to you 

BETTY: I don't know why it says only five years. It must have 
been anybody under ten years with five years at that time. There 
was a way of recognizing everybody. 

ALLEN: It was a five year, ten, fifteen, so forth. 

BETTY: But see, I had been there longer than than. 

ALLEN: They have a peculiar system of counting. Your part time 
work didn't work. It didn't count. Some people don't accept 
this. I'm going to dictate into the machine what it says here 
because I think it will be important. This is a citation for 
five years. Elizabeth M. Jensen is the permanent Alumni 
Secretary, sometimes with portfolio and salary, and sometimes 
only with portfolio. Briliant and active student while attending 
the Jr. College of Connecticut, Betty is a brilliant and active 
matron now, a leader in many community endeavors and at the same 
time a helpmate to husband, Jack, and a devoted mother to two 
active boys. Always planning alumni meetings and alumni committee 
activities Betty has probably attended more such affairs than 
anyone else on or off our campus. In fact it can be said that no 
alumni matter at the university of Bridgeport has been planned or 
carried out without the help and presence of Betty Jensen. The 
university is grateful for her unselfish and enthusiastic 
devotion. And this was given on Nov. 5, 1954. 

BETTY: Now you can tell that that was written by James H. 
Halsey. 

ALLEN: Oh yes, yes. 

BETTY: I mean, you can recognize the style. An excellent writer 
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by the way. He was an excellent writer, no question about it. 

ALLEN: Now you have a lot of materials here Betty. 

BETTY: well that is only because of all the years I spent, you 
see. 

ALLEN: would it be permissable for me to take these along, 
extract from them on my machine, the pertinent information and 
return them to you. 

BETTY: Yes, I tell you where , what I would like to do is cull 
them a little bit and then give them to you maybe, I've been 
working on getting them out frankly, haven't I? 

JACK: She's been out in that cold garage ever since we found out 

BETTY: I knew that is where the stuff was and it's just such a 
dirty job. 

ALLEN: Speaking of dirty jobs, a lot of the old alumni office 
records from Vic Muniec's time got up in the attic of Cortright 
and someone went up there and pulled all the boxes out and 
scattered things all over the place. And early last summer until 
it got too hot did a triage, throwing out a lot of stuff and then 
I've got four boxes there still sitting there, I want to look 
more closely but still an awful lot more stuff and I'm told there 
is more that has arrived. But I wanat to get it before the 
squirrels do too much of a job of this. 

BETTY: Why don't I do that. Let me work on it this weekend and 
now that I have the boxes I haven't had a hard job finding 

ALLEN: What would we be culling out, what would you be culling 
out? 

BETTY: Well some of it is mixed up, it isn't all university and 
so on, I mean its, for example, this happens to be a scrap book 
that was a little bit of everything • 

ALLEN: Unless you want them to cull for another reason, that 
wouldn't 

BETTY: I think I should • I just really don't know what's in 
here. Here are some interesting photographs. 

ALLEN: These are photographs of some sort of a reception. I see 
a lot of very familiar faces of people 

BETTY: It was at the alumni hall, student center on, the present 
alumni hall student center , no the old one, the one on the 
corner of University Ave. and Myrtle Ave. I see Bill Benton , 
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Hugh Curran, Doc Ropp , Littlefield, Emily Ropp, oh, Charlie 
Stokes , Al Diem, it looks like Bob Jeffries in the background. 

BETTY: Is he still living? 

ALLEN: Yes he's living down in Carolina or Georgia. I've got to 
talk with him too. I see Lee Miles here. This is a black tie 
affair and Newman Marsilius is addressing the group. He's in 
academic robes. 

BETTY: That could have been a Jacoby lecture. 

ALLEN: That could be. Now here's another one, I don't know who 
the talker is 

BETTY: Here's Jack , here we are with Victor Borge • Was he a 
Jacoby lecture? It looks like you're telling Victor Borge, not 
many people tell Victor Borge , right? 

ALLEN: What was that? 

BETTY: What was he there for? Was that a Jacoby lecture thing? 

ALLEN: Or was it when he performed. He did perform, you know, 
here once or twice. And you have such a stern look on your face 

BETTY: It looks like you're really telling him off. 

JACK: Gee, and I sold him a truck too when he was , when he had 
his cornish hen place up there in Woodbury. 

ALLEN: Here's a picture with Jack, Mrs. Halsey and June Bartram 
who is Nick Panuzio's wife. She was my first student secretary • 

BETTY: No kidding 

ALLEN: Oh, and here's a picture of, oh great. I'd like to have 
a copy of this. This is Littlefield, Cortright 

BETTY: Oh yes, that's why I pulled it out as a matter of fact 

ALLEN: Dana and Halsey. Four people who probably who had more 
to do with where we are today than anything else. I would like 
to have a copy made of this. May I take that along. 

BETTY: Certainly. 

ALLEN: Here's Jack with Berggren , and Miles and Paul Liscio, is 
that Paul Liscio? 

ALLEN: I don't think so, maybe, 
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BETTY: I'm looking at it from the side, I'm looking at it from 
an angle. 

ALLEN: Here's another convocation. 

BETTY: Well see, actually, that's why I'm trying to get at those 
boxes because I have things like that picture and 

ALLEN: Well, Ill have a copy made and return the original to you 
on this. I have two clippings here one with Jack, Halsey and 
Gladchuck and you named as executive secretary of the archives. 
I will make a tape of this record for you and I'll make one for 
the archives and that is, does it say on here what it is. 

BETTY: Do you want me to write my name on it? 

ALLEN: No 

SIDE 3. 

BETT: wasted time on tapes, you know 

ALLEN: O.K. this was,just to be sure that we didn't lose 
anything on the end of it, this is May Bradshaw Hayes 

BETTY: Interviewing me as a recently appointed Alumni Secretary 
of the University of Bridgeport. Now I can't say what I said 
recently appointed • I don't know whether it was something we 
thought of afterwards to just get some publicity for the alumni 
association. I think we had a reunion coming up or something and 
the program was amplified It was much more than just a reunion 
coming up. 

ALLLEN: Do you recall, is it on one side or both sides. 

BETTY: It's two 

ALLEN: Two sides 

BETTY: want to try it again? 

ALLEN: I can make a tape for you. What will it take, about a 
half hour? 

BETTY: I would say • You know there's a lot of extraneous 
material because she is advertising things at Howlands, you know 

ALLEN: And how that story has changed 

BETTY: They were selling sweaters at five cents each or 
something • 
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ALLEN: I go through old issues of the Scribe and newspapers and 
see the ads for clothing, etc., but even then they were not 
cheap. 

BETTY: I suggest gathering some things together 

ALLEN: Alright, you're leaving the 23rd so you will probably be 
working on this over the weekend. 

BETTY: I'd like to work on it over the weekend. 

ALLEN: Give me a buzz when it's ready and I'll come out and pick 
it up here or at your office or wherever and I'll have a tape for 
you at the same time. So I'll get that done this weekend and if 
at any time, either of you think of anything that you'd like to 
add to this, because we've pulled out quite a bit of stuff today 
but this triggers , phone me or drop me a note or what have you. 
This has been exceedingly useful in bringing about an under-
standing of this and will help very much in the development of 
the work which we do • I've enjoyed this • O.k. this will be 
the end of this interview. 
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