
Interview with Bert Arthur '51, 8 September 1986 

Allen: This is Monday afternoon, the 8th of September 1986, and I 
am talking with Bertram Arthur, who is known by all as Bert, 
Bert, what class were you at UB? 

Arthur: Business School of 1951. 

Allen: '51, so you are one of the early graduates. 

Arthur: I think it was second or third class. 

Allen: Yes. 

Arthur: The old building on Fairfield Avenue. 

Allen: Right. And you were also in one of my history classes, I 
have forgotten which one. 

Arthur: I don't remember. 

Allen: It goes way back. Since that timne, you have been, what, 
in the family business? 

Arthur: Yeah, I have been associated with Jacob Brothers, Inc., 
scrap iron and metal dealers in the Greater Bridgeport area, going 
on 330-32 years, something like that. 

Allen: Now you have also been active in the Alumni Association. 

Arthur: In the past I have been very active in the Alumni 
Association, in all phases at the University of Bridgeport. Since 
getting out of school. I don't know if you wqnt me to elaborate. 

Allen: Yeah. Tell us a little about that. 

Arthur: Well, first of all, I don't want to brag, or anything 
like that. As a student here I became very much interested in the 
backstage end of Campus Thunder and through that, the first Campus 
Thunder show, I had met Al Dickason, when we were in the old 
building, up on Fairfield Avenue, and we were rehearsing in 
cellars, and churches, and cellars of various buildings on the old 
University of Bridgeport Campus and we had done a lot of painting 
and decorating of scenery in cellars, in the boiler rooms of some 
of those buildings. I was a, the first, it was my idea to estab-
lish the first Wistaria Weekend, which we did in the early 50s. I 
think it has been abandoned now, but we had a, various races and 
dances, picnics and outings, and, at that time, Floyd Brewer was 
Director of Student Activities, then, and we had formed, this was 
in conjuntion also, I think, in, the first one was some anniver-
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sary of the University of Bridgeport at that time. And, then as a 
student, I became, well also as a student, I was active in the 
first football affairs we had on campus, when we had our first, 
with Chet Gladchuck. 

And then after my graduation, I continued my activities with 
Thunder, I think I was associated with well over ten or fifteen 
editions sof the show. Going into activities of the show, even 
when I became, when I got married, and even when I had children, I 
was active to the demise of the show. 

I also became very active in Alumni relations at the University of 
Bridgeport, and worked my way up the chairs to Vice President of 
the Association. And then going going on to heading various 
committees, associated with the Alumni. Then as I became more in-
terested and active in business, I became associated with the UB 
Associates, became a Life Member, and always continued my interest 
at the University until one day I was very surprised that I 
received a letter informing me that I was appointed to a four year 
term as the Alumni representative on the Board of Trustees, which 
I was very thrilled and accepted immediately. I continued my in-
terest in the University and the Board of Trustees. 

Allen: When were you on the Board? 

Arthur: I think it was '72, no, it had to be later, it was '77 
for the next four years. And I did lose interest, well not, but I 
had some personal problems, afterwards, I lost some interest after 
getting off the Board. And now I have begun again to have more 
interest in coming back to various activities at the university. 
My, I don't know if you want me to go on and on -

Allen: Fine. 

Arthur: My thinking is that the University of Bridgeport had done 
a lot for me when I was here, you didn't know me before, I was 
like in a little shell, and I think they brought me out, if it 
wasn't for my scholastic ability, and other ways, they helped me 
out tremendously, and I would like to see the University prosper 
to a much better position than it is today, and my thinking is 
that a University is only as good as its alumni. And the alumni 
are very important to the university. This is where I had some 
arguments with various officials at the university when I had, at 
one time, suggested that more alumni be appointed to positions on 
the Board of Trustees. Cause it is their university and they are 
the ones that should decide on a lot of the policies of the 
university. My, whereas various other officials of the university 
thought that the alumni should be limited to a certain amount on 
the Board. And this is where -. 

Allen: 
Bert. 

Alright, let's go back and pick up certain parts of this, 
Why did you come to the university? 
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Arthur: It was The Junior College of Connecticut at that time. I 
didn't, I've always been a homebody, you know, a home person, I 
didn't want to go away to school. I wanted to stay locally, and 
come home at night, and I figured at that time, with the Junior 
College, and it was the best Junior College in the State of 
Connecticut, I figured I would go for two years here, and see how 
it was, and then, If I did want to go on to a larger institution, 
I could do that. In the meantime, it had just become a university 
after my two years, so I continued on. And I did happen to know a 
lot of people here. I could remember the first day, I could 
remember first days when I entered the institution, meeting Dr. 
Halsey and, well, going further on in the social, well it was on 
the old, it was on Fairfield Avenue, where there was a bookstore 
and snack bar, and everything else, joined to gether where we had 
so many enjoyable sessions, discussing things, because at that 
time, there was a student body probably of about 500 students, 
where I, you know you sort of knew everybody. 

Also, bringing it on further, when they established, my father, 
who was also very much interested in outside activities, when 
they, and was interested in me as a student at a Junior College, 
when they started to form the Parents Association, he became very 
active in it, and I think he was involved in the first Parents As-
sociation on the campus here. And this is why, one of the 
reasons, I wanted to come here, not thinking it would someday grow 
to an institution that it is today. 

Allen: 
here. 

Now you mentioned the football team.starting when you were 
Did you have anything to do with the football committee? 

Arthur: I was on the steering committee with Reigh Carpenter, who 
headed the Committee at that time. I think John Cox was involved. 
But I was on the promotion, because of my activities working with 
Campus Thunder, I was on the Promotion and Production end of it, I 
joined in the promotion and starting of the first football team, 
which was involved also in the Shmoo, Al Capp's Shmoo. 

Allen: Were you a member of the Shmoo Society? 

Arthur: Yes. 

Allen: Whatever happened to that, do you know? 

Arthur: No, I don't know. It just faded away, I gather. There 
was a person who was completely in charge of that who was also, he 
later became friendly with Al Capp, Ben Raubvogel, Who, by the 
way, I see in the Bulletin, they were trying to get his address. 

Allen: Yeah, I have been trying to find him too. 

Arthur: His father is, he lives in the Inwood Apartments. So I-
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Herb Raubvogel. last I heard, he lived there. But I, we got in-
volved in the first annual football, where I was involved in the 
promotional end of it, I was trying to remember exactly what part 
it was, I don't remember. 

Allen: I am going to interrupt for just a second. 

You had a long term association with Campus Thunder. How did you 
get involved in that? 

Arthur: I figured you would bring that up. I had gone to a first 
meeting of, I saw a notice on one of the bulletin boards that they 
were going to cast for a student production. I had always been 
interested in the back stage end, not the front stage, the 
publicity, the promotion, the ticket sales or any thing like that, 
of something like this. I had always been interested as a kid in 
radio. I always had the idea I would have liked to have been a 
page at NBC, at that time. To work in the, I thought I might even 
have gone into the radio end of it, or later on television. But I 
saw this notice on the board and we, to go down to the old Little 
Theater on the Old Campus, and I joined with about 30 or 40 other 
students whom I knew beforehand, some I met. 

Allen: Who was in that first Campus Thunder? 

Arthur: Ted Williams, I don't know if you remember Ted. Dan 
Greaney, who was a Trustee. Bud Harris, John Cox, Stu and Gerry 
Baker, and I, off hand I don't remember. But I tell you one thing 
I do have home, which I had spoken to Joyce, I forget her new 
married name now. 

Allen: It was Joyce Kalm, Right? 

Arthur: And they had been looking for old things on Campus 
Thunder. I did a research, I have programs of all. 

Allen: I don't have the programs. 

Arthur: I can get them to you. 

Allen: That would be wonderful. 

Arthur: And I even have scripts. 

Allen: 
them. 

I have, I think all the scripts, I have not inventoried 

Arthur: One other thing, before I get further on this, I turned 
over to the University, Audio Visual Aid Department, at that time, 
years ago, every Campus Thunder Show that I had taped. 

Allen: This was audio tape, right? 
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Arthur: I don't know where they are or what happened to them. 
But getting back to this meeting with Al Dickason, I was at the 
meeting, and Al naturally said "Is there anybody here who would 
like to be in the publicity or production end?" Not the actual 
acting. And I raised my hand. Should have learned a lesson as 
they say in the army. But he said, "Good. Go over to such and 
such a building, and there is a lot of props and scenery that we 
need for practice. Go get 'em." That was my first introduction 
to Al Dickason and Campus Thunder. 

And through that I became very much interested in working on the 
back stage end, and I worked along with other plays Al had 
produced and getting on to the Wis tar ia Pageant. So each year I 
kept involved in it more and more. Ev Matson was another one, I 
remember, because Ed was business manager and I was handling 
publicity along with the university. I forget the Director of 
Public Relations that year. But it was in the old, next door; on 
the corner of Iranistan and -

Allen: The old Rapoport House. 

Arthur: And that was my introduction to Campus Thunder. And I 
will tell you one thing, because of my interest in Campus Thunder, 
and spending all my time with the plays connected with the Office 
of Campus Productions, it took me five years to get out of the 
University of Bridgeport, whereas normally it would be four years. 
But I think I learned an awful lot. And the way I got to meet 
people and got along with people. That is one thing I was taught, 
tremendously at the University. Whereas I know many faculty did 
not care for such a Campus production. 

Allen: We went to every one of them. 
tremendously. 

How well did you know Al Dickason? 

Arthur: I got to know Al Dickason very well. 

Allen: Tell us about him. 

we enjoyed them 

Arthur: I, anytime there was any, he was always trying to get 
some of his plays on Broadway, and I had, I know a couple of times 
I had made a couple of contacts for him through people I knew who 
were, who knew somebody on Broadway and we always encouraged him, 
I along with other people, always encouraged him to see what he 
could do further to get a show in New York. socially we got along 
very well together and it was a group of us who were very, very 
dramatically minded at the University, trying to bring, toward the 
University, more publicity, more interest. And in my estimation 
there, Campus Thunder had brought more publicity nationwide, to 
the University than any other thing they have ever had. We were 
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trying, I wanted to try to rival Princeton or Harvard, which you 
know at those times, when I was a kid, there and realizing maybe 
we can do it and not realizing things I now realize today. And 
money and power, that these schools have. But even when Al, when 
I was friendly with Al right up to the time he retired, and even 
now I have drifted away, that couple of years, But I still see 
him occasionally, or contact him, and -

Allen: Were you involved with the Knights of Thunder? 

Arthur: There again through, there again I don't like to brag, I 
sorry, you wanted the interest. 

Allen: That is why I wanted to talk with you, Bert. 

Arthur: I was one of the instigators to try to bring interest to 
bring interest to the University and trying to form a nucleus of 
students who were very active in Campus Thunder after about three 
or four years, to form a private dramatic association. There 
again, thinking of the Mask and Wig or the Triangle Club. And we 
came up with the idea of, well, since it is part of Thunder, see 
if we can make it, UB had what were called Knights, to see if we 
could call it Knights of Thunder. We did form a club, i thing we 
were finally sanctioned by the Board of Trustees of the 
University, at that time, and we said we would like to take over 
the second floor of the old Little Theater and have it for our own 
club house and meeting, and we, must have been about 10 or 12 of 
us that spent many hours decorating the place, painting it, fixing 
it up. We even started to fix the downstairs up, the walls, put-
ting murals, and just keeping the whole building in shape. And 
through that, we organized the Knights of Thunder and each year we 
had an initiation of some of the outstanding people who were in-
volved in various productions of the University's Office of Campus 
Productions, besides Campus Thunder, the plays, the Wistaria 
Pageant, The Christmas Pageant, and we kept this going to well, 
into well probably it was after Campus Thunder had closed up. We 
were still active and, bit by bit, we started to draw away, 
started raising families and there was nobody in the newer, the 
younger group to really take over and it sort of drifted away now. 
Which I am sorry to see, because I think we could have had a very 
well, an alumni organization going on. By the way, I should have 
said Knights of Thunder was made up of students after they had 
reached their Junior Year and, at the University. They were voted 
in for their Senior year, and they spent one year as a student and 
then became an alumnus of the organization, and to this day, I 
hear rumors every once in a while that somebody wants to bring 
back Campus Thunder and they want the Knights of Thunder to become 
active again this year, where I see they are phasing a, an alumni 
homecoming. They are bring out a Campus Thunder theme. That is 
where I got a call before, as I told you from Joyce, formerly, 
Kalm, mentioning that, if I knew many of the Knights of Thunder, 
to start calling them and tell them to come by our affair. 
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But I am sorry to see that that had phased out. 

Allen: Alright, did you have time for any other activities? 

Arthur: I had started to get interested in The Scribe, but I saw 
that I could not get involved with both of those, and I spent all 
my time with the campus Thunder shows and all the other shows 
there. I, and thats when, afterwards, that is where I got in-
volved with football and then through football, I became, I came 
up with the idea of the Wistaria Weekend. And as far as scholas-
tic clubs, I did not get involved too much in any of them. 

Allen: Are there any students that were contemporaries of yours 
that you remember specifically and remember something about? 
John Cox, for example. 

Arthur: I did not know him that well, the first few years. It 
was sort of after, when he became the Alumni Director when I be-
came friendly with him through Bud Harris, and there again, I had 
mentioned at one time that when John became an officer of the 
University, I had said to John, which I think a few other people 
had said, that they would have liked to have seen him running for 
President of the Institution. And, but he guided me along on 
other points, besides when I was on the Board of Trustees. I had 
gone many times to see John for his advice, or what he thought I 
should do on a certain issue. And I, I believed in him a lot, I 
thought he was a fantastic administrator. I, otherwise I don't 
have anything. 

Allen: OK. Bud Harris? 

Arthur: Bud, I became also friendly with, due to his social, his 
Director of Alumni Relations. I don't know the whole story or, I 
only hear one side of the story, and I was hurt bad when I see 
that Bud had left the University. And I have only heard his side 
of the story about a year and a half later. 

Allen: What was his side of the story? 

Arthur: Well, I would rather not repeat it. 

Allen: I know several sides, that is why I was asking you about 
his side. Bud is not well now I understand. 

Arthur: I was surprised to hear that, I haven't spoken to Bud, 
well, wait a minute, I heard Bud was under a care of a Psychiatric 
doctor, and then I had finally called him, I couldn't get through 
to him, and finally he called, he wrote me a Christmas card and 
gave me an address this year. 

Allen: Do you still have it? 
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Arthur: No. He gave me an address and I just don't have it. 

Allen: I don't have it and I have not been able to get it. 

Arthur: Well, and finally he called me, about, he called me in 
the spring and mentioned that he would like to have lunch with me 
and someway we couldn't hit it off on a certain date. He said he 
would get back to me, and that is the last I have heard. I have 
called this other place, he gave me an address, but I don't have 
it anymore, and there was no phone connected there, so I am just 
waiting to hear from him. 

Allen: When ever he does, let me know. 

Arthur: Does John Cox's wife know? 

Allen: She is up on the Cape now. And I don't have here address 
there, but I can get it, I think. 

Arthur: She could, Bud was very close with John. If I find it I 
will let you know. 

Allen: Fine, that would be great. 

Arthur: As far as you, you know going way back, I did, through 
Campus Thunder also, I was friendly with Fred Blumberg. Fred, was 
a very small fellow who went on from UB to the Yale Drama School. 
And he was studying make up and, the last I saw of him was at one 
Campus Thunder, he wand his wife were down and I have lost com-
plete contact, I have no idea where he is now. But I know he was 
once talking of going into the theatrical world, but that was the 
last I heard. 

And then of course, through Campus Thunder, Irv Arthur, you know, 
no relation to me. He, as a matter of fact he is written up in 
the, I just read it, what's her name, going on her own show, 

Allen: Joan Rivers? 

Arthur: Joan Rivers. In Joan River's Book which I just read, I 
like biographies, he is written up, where, when she was down and 
out, she ha.d contacted Irv Arthur in New York, and he suggested 
various people that she should go to see and his name is mentioned 
two or three times in the book. I know, I don't know if he is in-
volved in her new talk show that is going to start this year or 
not. 

And then of course, who else made some kind of a dent into 
television, was Stan Epstein. He was the Genie one year. He was 
involved, he got involved with Dumont Channel Five at that time. 
Now I don't know if he has followed it further into television or 
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not. But he was involved a lot. and I think that's, I don't know 
anybody else. 

Allen: Good. Do you remember any faculty members? 

Arthur No. At one time I knew all the faculty, now I don't know 
anybody. I had John Sherry. 

Allen: Tell us a little bit about John. 

Arthur: I don't remember toomuch about him. I enjoyed his 
classes and I enjoyed a couple of times I went out drinking with 
him. I think he was a fantastic man. 

Faye Jones. Matter of fact, maybe it was through her, I got 
involved, because I had her for English and Speech. And through 
her, interest in my first year here, I think. She had complete 
charge of that Little Theater, it was before Al Dickason came 
here. And she was the one who sort of got me interested in this. 
For a class project, I was in Thorton Wilder's "Our Town". And 
through that, probably, I think I became interested in drama. And 
I remember her very well. 

And of course, Dean Ropp. I had him for a subject and I enjoyed 
it very much, his lectures. Ralph Yakel, I remember him because 
tangling on a table in knots, and he sat up like a Yoga, and I had 
him for Math? 

Allen: He taught in business subjects. 

Arthur: And Chamberlain in History or Economics. Economics, I had 
him for. He was very droll, going on and on. And, I don't remem-
ber off hand. There was Kendall. There again a very enjoyable, I 
enjoyed his lectures, and going to his classes. I think in those 
times, Of course what did I know then? We had a fantastic 
faculty. And of course, Dr. Becker. I went to see him on 
occasion, and of course Jim Halsey. I thought the world of him 
and his wife later on. 

Oh. I am sorry, I was going to mention, I should have brought up, 
As I became active in the alumni, I was asked, at that time, Jim 
Halsey was, and Julia Halsey, they were trying to start this for-
eign students, they, I was asked to attend, matter of fact I saw a 
notice, in Bridgeport papers, that they were trying to start 
various foreign scholarships at the University, and they mentioned 
that the Israeli Scholarship was sort of trying to begin, and they 
had local people, local Jewish people, who were forming a 
committee. That is when I got on the phone with Jim Halsey. I 
got a little upset, I said, Here is a university function, you 
have not a single alumnus of the University of Bridgeport on the 
committee. And I think it is a disgrace. You are having local 
people, and you should have, I think, Alumni. I always bring up 
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this alumni, alumni should be part of the University. 

And he said, "would you like to be on it?" And I said, "Alright, 
I will be on it." so there was another committee. And after 
three years there, I was sort of elected the next incoming 
president, and I became very active in the scholarship program, 
and, until, there were problems, there was friction, I gather, be-
tween the administration and the scholarship program. The way I 
have gathered, this is what, after Jim had al ready passed away. 
That, I had heard that the scholarship association was trying to 
sort of take over the actual running of the, trying to put their 
influence into running the school, and the administration said, we 
have to bring these people down, It shouldn't be the way it is, 
and then on, I sort of had a bad taste in my mouth, and I sort of 
drew away from the scholarship program. But, I don't know where 
we were before I -

Allen: OK. I think we have got the important things here, Bert. 
You have been extremely useful and helpful for me, because you 
have filled in a couple of gaps, particularly in regards to Campus 
Thunder, and your activities with the Alumni. And if you would 
do, remember to get any of these addresses, I would certainly -

Arthur: You want the Campus Thunder Programs? 

Allen: Right. Bud Harris' address. In the meantime I will 
on Ben Raubvogel's father, to see if I can get his address. 
Now again, I thank you very much. I will turn this tape off, 
at the end of the tape. 

End of Tape. 
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