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In Fall 2012 the United Nations 
Secretary-General called on the 
General Assembly to adopt an Oceans 
Compact to reverse the impact of over-
fishing, climate change and ocean 
acidification, increasing pollution, 
resource extraction, and loss of 
biodiversity.  By December of that 
year, the initiative seemed to have 
failed to gain momentum, and was 
brought to an end in June 2013 by an 
appeal from the G-77 supported by the 
People’s Republic of China.  
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1.  Why did the Oceans Compact come to 
an end? 

2.  What is the significance of the end of 
the Oceans Compact? 

 

The GA affirmed, through its opposition to 
the Oceans Compact, its consensus on 
building consultative approaches to 
addressing and solving challenges.  The 
SG was reminded of his status as 
Secretary, not General.  The GA gave 
meaning to the roles of the SG under 
Articles 98 and 99 of the UN Charter.  The 
GA affirmed an approach to decision 
making that was inclusive, involved a 
wide spectrum of experts and agencies 
based on consultation and consensus 
building.  The GA also endeavored to 
ensure that an initiative of the UN, 
adopted by and in the name of the GA, 
would not be overseen by a small clique of 
experts outside the UN system. Most 
important, the GA wanted the proposed 
Compact to fit into Oceans Governance as 
a far wider frame of reference and action. 
 

 
The General Assembly (GA) did not agree with 
the SG, and shut the Compact down within 6 
months on grounds that: 
1)  The GA had not been consulted; 
2)  The Compact was not framed in the wider 

context of the UN Convention on the Law 
of the Sea, and sustainable development; 

3)  The Compact was the preserve of a small 
group of ‘experts’ not identified by the SG; 

4)  Absence of clarity about how the Compact 
was related to the work of specialized 
agencies, the World Bank, and the Global 
Partnership for Oceans, all of which worked 
with the UN Secretariat for common good. 

The Compact came to an end by July 2013, 
hastened by opposition from the Group of 77 
States (G-77) supported by the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC). 
 
 
 
 

The UN Secretary-General (SG) launched the 
Oceans Compact in South Korea in September 
2012. The intent was to take stock of the 
world’s oceans and “to address the cumulative 
impacts of sectoral activities on the marine 
environment, including through implementing 
ecosystem and precautionary approaches.”  
The Ocean Compact was linked to Rio+20 and 
Agenda 21, both of which pertained to 
sustainable development, protection of 
biodiversity, and addressing the causes and 
consequences of climate change. 
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Member states part of the Group of 77 and China (G77 + China)  

 

The GA learned a difficult lesson with the 
Millennium Development Goals experience.  It 
still holds that the MDGs were foisted on the 
GA by the SG (Kofi Annan), as sold to him by 
Jeffrey Sachs.  The GA asserted its authority 
over sustainable development matters and 
affirmed that the SG needed to consult with the 
GA, not the other way around. 

Oceans are essential to food 
security and the health and 
survival of all life, power our 
climate, and are a critical part of 
the biosphere. The official 
designation of World Oceans 
Day on June 8 is an opportunity 
to raise global awareness of the 
current challenges faced by the 
international community in 
connection with the oceans. 
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