
The Central African Republic (CAR) has suffered 
over fifty years of perpetual armed conflict, 
militia coups, and prolonged economic crisis 
since its independence from France in 1960. CAR 
shares borders with fragile South Sudan, Chad, 
and the DRC and is home to Muslims, Christians, 
and as many as 80 ethnic groups. CAR’s 
abundance of diamonds, timber, gold, uranium, 
and ivory has been anything but beneficial and is 
directly linked to corruption and mismanagement 
of resources. With a population of 4.5 million, 
poverty headcount ratio is over 50%. CAR is 
unable to overcome its many challenges and 
incapable of institutional expansion beyond the 
capital, Bagui, with no effective government. The 
population’s main mean of communication is 
radio. 

UNHCR estimates more than half a million are 
‘people of concern’ living throughout vicious 
clashes and dire conditions. 50 years of unrest 
have brought famine, violence, rape, smuggling, 
arson, killings, and destitution, exacerbating 
ethnic groups relations, hindering children’s 
ability to go to school, obstructing cease-fire 
efforts, and violations of basic human rights. 

The main rebel groups are the Seleka, 
predominantly Muslim, contrasted by the Anti-
Balaka, a Christian group. Shared interests 
amongst the two and other rebel groups are 
political representation, power, and resource 
control.  
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Some of the most prominent radio broadcasting stations in the CAR include BBC World Service, Radio 
Centrafrique, Radio France Internationale, UN-sponsored Ndeke Luka, and Voice of America. 

In the background:  
Bambari’s looted last functioning 

radio station & IDPs. A 2014 report 
by International Media Support 
found that “Central Africans are 

living in complete darkness with no 
access to information.” 

Expand existing long wave radio stations 
broadcast and build from initiatives, such as 
the UNICEF-supported Radio Education 
Programme, to build awareness and provide 
knowledge. In particular, the intention is to 
provide content-specific knowledge that is 
relevant to the conflict. Such knowledge 
speaks mainly to the local population and 
rebel groups members. The knowledge is also 
conscious of keeping children educated and 
protect them from being caught in the 
middle; 
 
A.  By creating more knowledge on the 

dynamics and aspects of the conflict, the 
local population can build on its 
resilience to respond to negotiating efforts 
by engaging in knowledge-sharing in 
their communities and enticing change; 

B.  Content-specific knowledge revolves 
around the principles of mutual 
understanding, stabilization efforts, and 
rule of law. 

By equipping local communities with 
knowledge about the conflict as well as 
mutual understanding, stabilization, and rule 
of law principles, there is a high chance for 
knowledge sharing engagements and 
incentives for change. In so doing, the local 
people build bridges for inter-cultural 
communication to end the conflict, protect 
children from being caught in the middle, and 
build stabilization efforts towards rule of law. 

•  Uninformed Communities 
The population is uninformed about the 
multidimensionality of the conflict—
actors, interests, and magnitude. 
•  Halted Education 
Children’s education is interrupted—
militia activities make it impossible to 
be safe in the streets. 
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The ‘media freedom environment’ in the 
CAR has been dramatically affected by 
the crisis and, though protected by the 
Constitution, media outlets and radio 
stations are constantly being put under 
pressure, especially when reporting on 
the advancement of rebels and 
corruption. According to OCHA, as of 
March 2014 there are 29 radio stations, 
of which 18 are operational and almost 
all are concentrated in the Southwest. 
Radio is the most effective medium for 
the population given the illiteracy rates 
surmounting over half of the population 
percentage. Radio is also the best mode 
of communication for international 
agencies within the state because there is 
no substantial or reliable Internet and 
cellular phone capacity network.  
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