


Johnson-Mellon Series Presents Mark Russell

Mark Russell

Political satirist Mark Russell, sometimes
called an “impious Puck in a tux," will
appear at the University of Bridgeport
Sunday, April 5. singing original song
parodies along with his outrageous brand
of comedy.

Mr. Russell, who has appeared at the
Shoreham Americana Hotel in Washing­
ton for 19 years, will present his show in
Mertens Theater.

The program is sponsored by the
Johnson-Mellon Series, which has been
made possible since 1977 by gifts from
Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Johnson of Easton
and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation,
bringing to UB world leaders in the fields
of politics, economics, science, arts and
humanities.

Mr. Russell's commentary shows up
on the NBC radio network, In 100
newspapers nationally through the Los
Angeles Times Syndicate, and on record
albums like Assault with a Deadly Peanut
and The Face on the Senate Floor. He
writes a syndicated column for the
Tucson Citizen and other newspapers,
and appears on the Real People
television show. He spends fully half his
time outside Washington, touring col­
leges and clubs, the rest on the air and at
the Shoreham.

Of Chief Justice Warren Burger,

Russell said: "Burger Chief once said —
that's the way he's listed in the phone
book — Burger Chief once said that 50
percent of the lawyers in this country are
inept and inert. I don't know what he
meant, but I guess that the other 50
percent are ept and ert."

His new book’s dust jacket quotes
Bob Hope on Russell: "The funniest man
in Washington.. .outside of Congress."
Critical readers immediately challenge
such a sweeping statement, and the
name that leaps to mind is Art Buchwald.
But it can be reported that Russell and
Buchwald come out about even on the
laugh meter.

Mr. Russell says the performers
who've influenced him have been Mort
Sahl and singing satirist. Tom Lehrer; his
antic parodies of well-known songs, sung
in a jaunty baritone at an upright piano,
are reminiscent of Lehrer's. Russell's
nuclear folk song, for instance, begins:
"This uranium is your uranium, this
uranium is my uranium, from Cali­
fornia. .."

“I spend a lot of time on campuses
now, see. And I walk around these places.
I see the average bulletin board at a
university and I want to attend every­
thing: the chamber music, the poetry
reading, the lectures — I can understand
how someone stays in college till he's 40
years old. It's a womb, you can just fold it
around you. I hate to leave a campus.”

He is quietly in the business of
educating himself, reading history,
biographies, listening to classical music
and opera, especially Verdi.

Not everyone, of course, appreciates
his brand of humor. One women recently
wrote to accuse him of pandering "to the
radicalized portion of our population who
ridicule and smear patriots who support
our Constitution."

Mr. Russell derives most of his
material from his close reading of Wash­
ington newspapers. "I look for incongrui­
ties, inhumanities to man,” he says.

Tickets for the program, are available
at the Bernhard Center box office.
Tickets are free to UB students, staff and
faculty with ID. and $5 for the general
public. All seats are reserved.


