
first of the confrontation that occurred at UB when there was, I 
wont say violence but there was illegal activity which was 
uncomfortable, which was using other than talk it out, and this 
went on in different ways. For example they thought there were 
too many regulations, attendence regulations etc. I remember 
them taking the Key to UB,{?) that was a big thing with Jim {?) 
president of the senior class (?) and then a big thing occurred 
in 1970. That was the time of the Cambodian Invasion. waht was 
happening was other universities were just popping out by stu-
dents who were going on strike, so what happened was that our 
students joined what became a national movement, while it was 
going on and what was interesting was, that the student leaders, 
it wasn't necessarily the president of the student council, he 
might be involved, he might not,it was the natural student 
leaders. And part of their job was, very frankly was just to 
perk things up. Some of them wanted to preserve the institution, 
Some of them wanted to let the institution go. And I remember, 
after the Cambodian Invasion, what occurred was, that the stu-
dents had planned and they took over buildings, the Library, the 
computer center and they quit their classes and paraded up and 
down, and this went on for some time. In the meantime the 
faculty, the whole community now, the faculty met in regard to 
the student's request to call off all classes and the faculty was 
hostile to the university also. You remember this quite well 
from the University Senate. And there was a real fear that 
Littlefield, for example, would face the University Senate, and 
that he would really jeoprodize his own safety, so I recall that 
Littlefield was requested by myself and the police, to stay in 
the building {?). I had to go to the University Senate and 
tell the University Senate to call off the meeting and I told 
that and the Senate said No, we' re not going to call off the 
meeting and You are going to have to run it. so I never actually 
faced the University Senate and feeling them I didn't have much 
choice, and in the mean time the students were ou tside raising 
hell because they wanted to have someone coming through saying 
classes were over and they could go home {?) so at that point I 
had the students in mind, I had to worry about what they were 
going to do, and there I was supposed to be leading the Univ. 
Senate, so at that point I asked John Lovell to take over the 
Univ. Senate in my place, which he did, I don't remember, maybe 
you do, but thing was that the University Senate got nowheres, 
the students kept on going on strike but actually the administra-
tion met off campus, pretty far off campus, and I recall that 
Littlefield maybe had been kidnapped, going back to our homes 
(?) I had a phone call and somebody said our house was going to 
be bombed in 20 minutes, all that stuff going on. And so what 
happened was, in the meantime I was trying to keep up contact 
with students. I felt that it was part of my job, as dean of 
students, to see them somehow even if they had to come in my home 
and people dropped in in Milford. Not even with Herb Cohen on 
campus{?) trying to get in the computer center, they wouldn't let 
me in. I said Hey, who are you? Even though I was Dean of Stu-
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dents they wouldn't let me in. It was getting terrible. I felt 
that I had a responsibility, after all I was Dean of students, it 
was my responsibility to do something about this, so I thought 
the best thing was to get together with a group of people whom I 
had to choose on the spot and I had the feel that actually people 
had some clout with their own particular group on campus. So I 
contacted them, (?) Earle Bigssbee, John Lovell, myself and a 
couple of students and I think, trying to think who they were, 
about 10 people al to gether. we met in my office, and we met 
about 10 O'clock at night to about 4 o'clock in the morning (?) 
then the question was How would people accept it? The point was 
these so called natural leaders etc. could they get the people to 
do that? I recall as far as the faculty was concerned (?) and we 
appeared before the faculty and Collier (?) this was agreed upon 
and that was really the climax of the kind of friction we had on 
campus. we had a little thing take place (?). But I think it had 
climaxed then.(?) 

It was a period where there was a lot of tension, for example 
some faculty members insisted upon people corning back to their 
classes The proposal said they wouldn't have to do that. I think 
it was Fran Dolan (female) (?) There was a lot of hostility and 
tension on campus. 

Allen: Did you see this as any connection towards the subsequent 
move towards unionism, faculty unionism? 

Al: (?) The faculty became more belligerent, they had gotten 
that way in the 60s, and they saw the students actually take over 
the school and its very possible when you are not satisfied, the 
faculty might do it.(?) 

Allen: How do you account for the growth of faculty unionism? 

Al: Of course I went back, Bill, if you recall that early in the 
University period we did try to get a union. But in those days 
we didn't get any where (?) then what happened was, I (?) I'm 
trying to think what their basic demands were. (?) 

Allen: Governance and at the bottornline was money. 

Al: What I imagined what happened was, frankly, the union came 
down (?) What surprised me most was that, they got in. 

Allen: Do you think Manning bears any responsibility in this? 

Al: Not that I know of. 

Allen: Do you recall him speaking to the faculty just before the 
vote was taken? All right, let's move on to something else. 
Memorable faculty members, good or bad? 
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Al: There was a fellow named Kilb, in history, who told exag-
gerated stories (?) and was just out for action and change and 
lasted for one year and drifted on, god knows where. 

Allen: He was going to campaign for mayor. He was going to op-
pose Jasper McLevy, and then his girl friend, you rememer the 
story on that don't you? He has his girlfriend in town and then 
we went on vacation in June, and it got into all the newspapers 
and radio that she had disappeared. It turned out she had second 
thoughts about him and then he left shortly aafterwards. 

Al: I would say, talking about the faculty, John Sherry was a 
faculty member who loved students (?) He was a guy who drank too 
heavily in the beginning but was a companion to a lot of students 
(?) He had a wonderful sense of humor and gave of himself and at 
the same time (?) A very interesting and exciting man and John 
Sherry was a fraternity advisor, He just was with the students. 
He was a bachelor as you know, and this was his family. 
Throughout the years, John Sherry was always student minded, now 
being critical, John,! don't think was a political creature, he 
was just a guy who liked students and he was off the wagon, on 
the wagon. He was chastised for drinking when he was supposed to 
be chaperoning, 

Allen: Do you remember the boat trip? 

Al: I heard about it. 

Allen: You weren't on it? I was on it. 

Al: wasn't it Littlefield who spoke to him about? What happened? 

Allen: Well, he was drinking and I think one of the ad-
ministrators came by and he threw a bottle. I don't know where 
the bottle ended up. 

Al: John was a hard drinker but he stopped periodically (?) A 
wonderful guy and an interesting person. His chuckle I will al-
ways remember, when he would tell some kind of a joke. 

Allen: His raspy voice, cigar in his mouth, cigar in one corner 
and talking out of the other corner. Come contract time, he'd 
always wear his old clothes. John also was a tremendous source 
of information, did you know that? 

Al: (?) 

Allen: He knew more about what was going on than anybody else. 
Ten minutes after a Dean's Council meeting would be over, he had 
the story about what happened. I don't know who his source was. 
He and Harry Wechter, remember Harry Wechter? 
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Al: I remember Harry very well. 
may have been around. (?) 

Allen: Harry Kendall 

(?)Interesting characters that 

Al: Harry Kendall, I think will be remembered by many both for 
his evening division work, but also for his real interest in the 
concerns of students. A jolly guy. You''d see Harry any time of 
day, always kind of peppy and happy and glad to see you and say 
"Hey, Wolff, what's going here?" and so on. He was a, apparantly 
a good teacher and(?) and I think Harry was important to 
students. 

Allen: I mentioned Chris Collier a little while ago. 

Al: I remember Collier, but I was trying to think for a minute, 
oh, Dave Brown. Dave Brown was a very significant person on 
campus. He apparently was a fascinating lecturer. And he had a 
very strong opinion. I remember speaking to Bigsbee about him 
and Bigsbee had gotten a student evaluation, and there were more 
students would say the best professor they ever had, and more 
students said he was the worst professor they ever had, because 
Dave was, he could be exciting and keep them really excited about 
Psychology and at the same time be so sarcastic that he was al-
most cruel, that he would put students in a real (?) I would say 
that Dave was certainly an interesting character. (?) 

Jim Fenner and Bill DiSiero. Jim Fenner was a wonderful lecturer 
and it was a well known fact that double off on his true false 
tests. He would not budge. He decided things on a certain date 
(?) He had a rule that said a student would be debarred from 
class on the fourth cut, (?) You know also, he had a (?) he was 
advisor to fraternities, and they enjoyed him, he was very much a 
part of student life, and he, and that goes also about Bill 
DeSiero. 

Bill DiSiero was probably as important as any other faculty mem-
ber (?)in regard to human relationships. That was his life, even 
after he was smarried. He would go to every student affair. He 
enjoyed college life, he was like a kid again. He had a 
vitality, I don't know about his teaching. The fact was that he 
was Mr. Student Activities. Mr student Counselor. (?) Bill was, 
in a way immature, I say immature in the sense that he was so 
like a kid in many ways, at the same time he was either -. He 
was very decent guy. He really loved students, he stood by 
themand cared for them and probably was as much revered as a 
person, as any faculty member. 

Allen: I got to tell you a story about Bill DiSiero. His office 
was just across the hall from me, we were down in the basement of 
Dana Hall. Harry Kendall and I had the same office. Collier was 
across the hall, the language dept. was next door, and kitty cor-
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ner over was Bill DiSiero. We had long hours, many students and 
we tended to get a little slap happy. I had, you may remember my 
world war I lecture where I fired a pistol. That incidentally is 
the most memorable, everybody remembers that. Twenty, twenty-
f i ve years after. 

SIDE SIX 

well, I had a little cap pistol which fired plastic, maybe 12" 
and we'd played Russian Roulette with that, then we got into the 
kick of fast draw contests and contests with water pistols. It 
broke up the day. we got into a few other things, I recall one 
day we booby trapped Kit Collier's office. One of these little 
caps that you use in cap pistols and we were waiting for Chris to 
come in when Doc Ropp came down. And he wanted to go in and 
leave something on Collier's desk. We'd persuated him not to. 
Well after Doc retired, I told him that story and he howled. Doc 
had a sense of humor. 

I ran into Bill DiSiero's son about a year and a half ago. He's 
teaching now and he was driving a bus during the summer. 

Al: What was his name? I remember he had a boy and a girl, I 
felt so bad about, that Bill left. I know Ann got divorced, she 
remarried. 

Allen: Athletics. Chet Gladchuck was our first football coach, 
I shouldn't say first because we had a football team back in '28 
and '29, but after, as a university, when it was reinstituted, 
Chet Gladchuck was the coach. 

Al: we had a football team back in '28 and '2 9? All I recall 
about football was the fact that John Cox and Al Beardsworth and 
Dan Greany, there was a big , what happened was te 1950. They 
went into the Administration Bldg. and they demanded a football 
team and they got it. Gladchuck as the being the first coach, 
and I recall that people like John Sherry and myself were glad 
to earn 5 bucks to take tickets for the first game which was at 
Candlelight stadium and the first game, we really had a good size 
population out because in the beginning. you had a lot of peopole 
following football and it was exciting. Vinny D'Orio - halfback, 
John Longo was a great runner that we had at that particular 
time, and Lou Saccone, people like them, but I remember the en-
thusiasm that we had a first, for football, the university had. 
And how we faculty members were very glad to make an extra 5 
bucks and go and be ticket takers. And then I remember the 
sadness, 'cause actually I always loved football. I loved to 
watch it, the crowds went down from 10,000 to 1,500 maybe some-
times even less, and if you weren't winning, and then it picked 
up when Bob, we had a coach before Nick Nicolau, Bob somebody and 
we started getting into our Di vision II and we started to win 
some and had good football players and I remember going to Atlan-
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tic City to watch a playoff and the fact is, that football did 
lend excitement to the university. we had at one time, well we 
had the parade of the Schrnoos in candlelight Stadium. And that 
as we started loosing money on it, Manning said to me, we ought 
to cut out football and I said to myself I souldn' t make that 
decision. Because at that time I was in student Personnel and I 
said I won't make that decision, that can't be done by one 
person. It's too much and it's too big a consideration because 
(?)so much money. Well I guess later on, was it Miles that made 
that decision? But it probably had to be done because of the 
financial situation, but in other ways, it was really sad. Lot 
of spirit. we used to have parades through town and we used to 
have before a football game, weren't they floats? 

Allen: Pep rallies, how about other athletics, basketball? 

Al: Well, the biggest basketball we had in the early SO's. We 
had Saccone, Seaman, Lou Radler and (?) go out in national 
competition. It was just an exciting sort of thing. I very 
frankly my interst sort of died in the 60's and O's but it was a 
big time in the 5O's. we had some exciting players. John Baron. 

Allen: You referred to "Spider" Wolff and we had a faculty bas-
ketball team in the intermurrals. 

Al: The faculty basketball team in interrnurrals and we went for 
interrnurrals and after I got a bit older, it was much too much 
for us. we ended up losing to the girl's basketball team. 

Allen: Remember John Sherry with his cigar corning up the floor? 

Al: I also remember we had a speech teacher named Newcomb. He 
used to fight with the students. He used to fight over a ball or 
I can remember being kind of emarrassed about that, yet you and 
Spiltoir and Herb Glines, Al Sherman, Al Wolff 

Allen: And then we had a few others that came and went. we won 
the intermural league one year. And then there was a play off at 
what was then the Armory as a pre-lim to one of the games. we 
won the intermural league that year. A couple of times we went 
up over a humdred points. we had an awful lot of fun. It is the 
same way, the students, it was unusual, it was sort of an anomoly 
to see a faculty member play basketball and in the same way I 
took up horseback riding and was sort of an assistant instructor 
in the hoseback riding classes. And the students would do a 
double take when they would see me out there on a horse as op-
posed to being in class. And as a matter of fact I could even 
showboaat a little bit with them. There was one time I could 
yell at the students in a perfectly normal way for not doing 
something in getting a horse to canter or even learning how to 
post or something like that. 

41 



Allen: One other note that I had here, Al, we had some fakers 
amongst the faculty, do you recall anything about any of those? 

Al: One of the saddest things that comes to my mind was the fact 
that he had so much on the ball, gave so much to the University 
and I really shouldn't (>?) but he did take his degree and that 
was Fran Dolan (male). Now but he was not harmful to the 
students. But we had others. A guy named Owen Gear. He had a 
Japanese wife and we was kind of came down and took a job and 
parked her someplace. It was summertime and I think in Milford 
and disappeared for a while.(?) Dean Tillet was not always what 
he was supposed to be. There was always a question about 
Stanley's degree (?) 

Allen: There was a guy in the Art Dept. Brady who claimed to be 
a Phi Beta Kappa and he wasn't. He had an actual legitimate 
degree but we've had our share of these over the years. 

Al: I know we have. It's funny how again, as I talk with you, 
I'm concerned about my memory. 

Allen: Don't forget, Al, I've been working on this. 

Al: It was all so much a part of my life at one time and it 
seems to have gone and I really, domn't remember. 

Allen: We tend to be very selective in our memory particularly 
as we grow older and things just drop out of mind which no longer 
are important. 

AL: I remember this guy Garner was an unpleasant sort. 

ALLEN: Garner's degree was a fake. He used to intercept letters 
going back to England and then write back letters on stationary 
that he had, sent them to somebody in England who mailed them. 
Carl Larsen finally doped it out. 

AL: Do you remember some of these? 

Allen: Well, Garner, Brady, I'd have to look them up. 

ALLEN: Al, we've had a long session and, as a matter of fact, we 
are on the sixth side counting one which I think the tape may 
have broken. We'll get that squared away. I'm sure, too, that as 
we go along there will be some specific questions on events as I 
get down to some of the nitty-gritty that I will want to call you 
and ask you about. This has been a delightful time for me and I 
appreciate your perceptive comments all the way through because 
they are good and help to remind me of things as well, and are 
going to be useful. 

Al: I've enjoyed being with you. I find myself surprised, very 
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frankly, of some of the things that don't come bacck to me be-
cause I thought they would. They were very important to me, just 
seems to have been pushed away. I was trying to think of some 
anecdotes, in regard to students and what happened with them, and 
very frankly, there were so many laughs students gave me, and I'm 
sure I gave them. But at this point I can't think of them. 

Allen: Do you have a tape recorder at home? 

AL: Yes. 

Allen: I' 11 give you aa tape and as some of these occur to you 
at home, put them on tape, and bring them in. I realize that 
sessions like this often take you unprepared and should say. now 
that we have tittilated your memory, some of these will occur to 
you. 

AL: Let me ask you a question. I felt that I had obviously had 
an impact on the student personnel services. were these ques-
tions perposeful? 

ALLEN: No I forgot. Because I forgot to give you one of my best 
stock questions. Let's do that right now. What do you think has 
been your greatest success at the university? 

Al: I think my greatest success, at least my greatest (?) was to 
try to work with the faculty and students • I got an awaard from 
the Scribe in '47 and '48 and it seemed to me to really get the 
channels of communication going, I felt also that there were 
times, a lot of failures (?) was to get the student known as a 
person and show him by personal example I care, but also to work 
with other people, to share mutual concerns about caring for 
students. I felt that I was able to stimulate certain programs. 
especially the faculty advisors. You have to expect that with 
any kind of program has its rise and its fall, that nothing stays 
wonderful all the time. 

I feel also that I was able to, what I like about my own job is 
somehow I felt I was a visible dean to students. They knew who 
the Dean of Students was on campus and now (?) and therefore this 
was again an important part of comunication. I think its impor-
tant for students to know that that there were a lot of people 
caring, faculty members and administrators, but it is also impor-
tant for them to know that there was a person in charge of stu-
dents who was on the whole caring and sometimes, quite frankly 
(?) we had programs as regards to sexuality which I felt were 
stimulative, programs on career days (?) There were programs on 
even drug abuse. we started many, many things here and we even 
had at one time a person who worked to coordinate volunteer 
groups, that was all a part of what was going on. I gues most of 
all, somehow, I felt that we were here for academic purposes, but 
we also wanted to show that we were a caring institution, people 
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here cared, the faculty cared, the administration cared and I was 
one of those who cared also. 

Allen: I usually ask along with this too, what were your 
greatest failures? 

Al: My greatest failures were, in the first place I would say to 
praise myself. I was never a good man for that (?) My fault 
were with the programs and the students. I had good people whoi 
helped out, so therefore it wasn't that much of a problem. I 
think I made some mistakes in regards to student disciplinary 
matters. I feel at times, like for example George Wallace who 
wrote as a real terrible seggrationalist, but then as times 
changed, he changed. I think there were times when I was too 
strict about marijuana, and there were times when I was for 
example, a girl who would break the honor system and then come 
back in at one o'clock in the morning. I was little concerned 
about things like that, but those were the times. Times changed 
and I had to chage with them. I think that's very, very 
important. Where did I fall down the most? I knew that I didn't 
have strength in regards to budget (?) but I look back upon my 
student personnel days and say (?) You talk about Mike Somer 
and change of grade. We found some change of grad es on a 
student's transcript and I remember taking that student and 
grilling him and giving him a hard time as if I was a DA and the 
student almost sued me and as I look back, I said maybe I didn't 
have enough evidence, I wasn't giving him enough of his own par-
ticular rights. I recall also, in regard to grilling a group of 
students whom we thought were involved in outside shoplifting. 
No No, with paying so much money to (?) to actually give them an 
examination, and I got many girls to confess, and I did that in a 
very hard way. I'm not so sure in the long run that was good. 
In other words, what I am saying is that there were times whereby 
in my desire, so called, get a conviction, I was tougher than I 
think I should be. Fortunately, I think I am not remembered not 
as a tough guy. 

Allen: 
story. 

OK, well thank you Al. OK, we are back with another 

Al: We had a situation whereby the police came on campus because 
one of ur students was involved with a married woman and evi-
dently had burned the house (Stop right there, turn it off) He 
bu rned the house where she was living and she was killed. And the 
police were suspicious about this fellow. They came and they in-
terviewed me as well as him and he was tried in Poukipsie, this 
is a very interesting situation, because this became like the 
American Tragedy. What happened was he was a very handsome guy. 
blond, good looking and intelligent and he was acquitted of that 
but our enrollment from the Poukeepsie area suddenly soared. 
The name of Univ. of Bridgeport got so much publicity around 
there that people started to apply. so, my point is any kind of 
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news whether it is good or bad, this will turn out to be good for 
the university from the standpoint of getting more people 
enrolled. It so happens he was acquitted and but finally he went 
out West and out west he was caught because he was trying to rob 
a bank by digging underneath the bank. Apparently he got into 
the wrong room where he was apprehended. 

Allen; What was his name? Stone, was it? 

AL: No it wasn't stone. 
about it. 

You would have to ask Jocelyn Roman 

ALLEN: How as Joycelyn involved in this? 

AL: Well, again this is confidential stuff, (Tape turned off) 

End of tape. 
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