
UNDATED INTERVIEW OF CHANCELLOR JAMES H. HALSEY AND JULIA HALSEY 
BY BETTY JENSEN. 

Mrs. HALSEY ...• letters and they were all mixed in with a lot of 
other boxes of letters and things from the children, and things 
from his mother and everything else, •• 

JENSEN: So typical of our files. 

Mrs.HALSEY: well that ,the MASI Program, was that what they 
called it 

HALSEY: NO 

JENSEN: we still get kids from Trio Industries, don't we? 

MRS. HALSEY: I believe we do. I remember seeing that name not 
too long ago. 

HALSEY: Mr.(?) was interested in what we were doing but the 
employees voluntarily took up a collecion. 

MRS. HALSEY: Jim, is that Art Griswold? And you. Who was that? 

JENSEN: Next to Tedesco 

HALSEY: First of all that's Griswold And that's Mayor Lee. 

MRS. HALSEY: I have a definite picture when Grisw9ld becamea -
and didn't he alsogive the Speech at the Science Wall of Honor 
when Gibbs was added to the wall and he gave perfectly marvelous 
address and that was one of the last public addresses that 
Griswold gave. He was an ill man at the time and he said he was 
cutting down on all of his obligations but he really wanted to 
give this talk at the Univsesity of Bridgeport because Gibbs had 
actually been a student at Yale , hadn't he or a professor ? 

HALSEY: Well, Gibbs was a Yale Professor 

JENSEN: Well, here is a picture of John Hersey but that is not 
with Jim, I don't know, John Hersey and his wife when John 
received an honorary degree here but there is so many of these 
wonderful honorary degree pictures and 

JENSEN: The first Wisteria Festival was the first year you were 
here, is that correct? 

HALSEY: Oh no, no 

JENSEN: They had had them before? 

HALSEY: Some time before. 
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JENSEN: Oh, I didn't realize that • I never knew anything about 
them before that. Never knew that. 

MRS. HALSEY: This is when we had the Floral Festival of the 
Arts, do you remember that? 

JENSEN: I do 

MRS. HALSEY: It was quite an affair , really, here is Ina 
Bradley, isn't she pretty? Eloise Sammis and some others. 
I'll look in this pile here, Look at all these newspaper 
clippings, Jim. Enormous piles of them. There will be a lot of 
interesting things in those too, Betty 

JULIA: I asked you before, don't you , isn't there a collection 
of all this at the university? 

JENSEN: The university has a very good newspaper clipping 
collection. They probably have excellent photograhs but it 
almost impossible to find photographs because of the way they've 
been filed and it is kind of a nebulous sort of thing anyway, 
filing photographs, they could be filed in anyone of three or 
four different places and usually they are and it is the one you 
are least likely to susect but old Scribe and newspaper clippings 
are very nicely filed • I think they could be in a spot where 
they could be better protected but they are in Cortright Hall in 
a closet that a very good closet but certainly it isn't fire 
PI:'Of ed or anything • 

JULIA: Let me see if I have some more pictures some of these 
piled here are old • Here is a picture of Jim when he was on the 
football team when he was in high school • 

JENSEN: Do you have any particular people you think of 
especially associated with your first year here? In other words 
you remember about the picture that Bill Hope and who else were 

JULIA: Don of course 

JENSEN: Were impressed with the picture but what I meant is 
there were probably a lot of things that happened that first year 
that stand out in your mind , are there? 

HALSEY: Yes, yes , many things • After I was appointed and Mr. 
Cortright advised me that there were going to acquire a 
dormitory. This was in May or June and he asked me to prepare a 
brochure. 

JULIA: And to fill it up. 

HALSEY: And I was suppposed to find the students. When I 
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arrived on Sept. first there were not that many students in the 
dormitory and I was expectedto fill it. Well, I went on a junket 
up to New England with a couple of trips and we got two girls 
to live in that dormitory. 

JENSEN: That was 42 Fremont Street, the first one and then 52. 

JULIA: Mrs. Decker had already been employed to be the first 
house mother. 

HALSEY: Imaggine that, here it was September first and after 
everybody was going to school, or to College and making plans and 
going out to find then was like a needle in a haystack 
literally. 

JULIA: What was her name , Fanny, do you remember Fanny 

JENSEN: And even then a little known school too. 

HALSEY: Nobodyi had ever heard of The Jr. College of Conn. 

JENSEN: Let alone would they trust their daughters to a 
dormitory. 

JULIA: He was going to follow you as State UN Day chairman 
Remember he and his wife were over here, weren't they, who was it 
who came over here with his wife one time and we had such a nice 
time with them and 

JENSEN: Boy, there aren't many careers started with more 
highlights are there when you think about it, I mean the 
transition from first of all becoming presidenet of the the Jr. 
College and then becoming the president of the university and all 
that transition, first of all coming into it in its early stages 
and all that transition period in 1946 to 1950. I can remember 
sitting there , I don't know what kind of a meeting it was, but 
there were a lot of people present who didn't really feel the 
school shou expand and take -

JULIA: Oh dear 

JENSEN: And you you were just adament about this subject and you 
sat there and you said we are here to educate the people all 
these schools throughout New England aren't expanding • There 
are capable students who want to go to school, we have a duty to 
these people, do you remember that? I can remember that • I can 
see the whole picture. I just can't see the people. 

JULIA: Well you know we have so many, so many, so often I say I 
wish we had a picture of that, you know, if you could just recall 
that.But the story in those early years I wish there would be a 
picture of recruiting students. 
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HALSEY: There was a newspaper article on that I've got that 
someplace • There was, I wrote an article on new careers for 
administrators or something - student recruiting and we used Lee 
Miller and his wife as well they were parents and we used that 
girl who lived across the street from Mrs. Decker as a 
prospective student- I 've got copies of that article 

JULIA: But the thing I was referring to in particular -
whenever Milton Greenhalgh and Jim get together and they are 
talking about the old days and when they were trying to enlist or 
recruit students for the evening division - they said they used 
to go out on the sidewalk in front of the old Jr. College people 
and grab people by the collar and bring them in. 

JENSEN: You often visited different homes, didn't you? I can 
remember hearing that you had visited somebody somebody's home to 
talk about the Jr. college and its benefits and you know the 
value of the terminal curriculum to somebody who didn't want to 
go on for four years. 

HALSEY: Many of those calls I've made. 

JULIA: Here's a nice picture of Jim and Robert Maynard 
Hutc~s<fjt. That was the first Halsey symposium and it was one 
of the really great symposia I think, don't you? 

HALSEY: Yes. 

JULIA: That was on the role of education and the achievement and 
preservation of a free society. He gave a remarkable speech • I 
remember he stayed here at the house with us and we had an 
opportunity to chat with him at close range. 

HALSEY: One of the funniest things that happened to me. It's 
hard to tell but because I was always a great believer in using 
class program as being something supplemental to use our 
facilities and expanded opportunity of people and Milt Greenhalgh 
was teaching Chemistry and he was Ropp's protege but Ropp and 
Everett are always going around but the standards in the evening 
classes weren't high enough we want them higher. They were'nt as 
high as they were in day classes. So I said alright let's test 
them and see what's going on here. Let's get an objective 
national test of some kind and give it to these students and see 
how they do. To make a long story short , the test was given and 
the highest scores were with the evening students. They scored 
much higher that the full time day students. 

JULIA: Can you imagine that? 

HALSEY: Dr. Ropp didn't think it was a funny episode at that 
time • 
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JENSEN: I suppose in a way you were proving a point but not 
necesarily his point, I guess. In other words you might have 
capable people who were employed in the fields and their maturity 
entered into it. 

HALSEY: We had a real discussion at that time but my point was 
that the quality of instruction in the evening program was just 
as good as it was in the day time. Let's not fix this up in any 
way let's take your own field, Dr. Ropp.your own specialty. 
You're the teacher. 

JENSEN: Of course is the teacher , is the student examination 
the result of the instruction? 

HALSEY: That was the whole point of it , you see, that was the 
reason for the 

JENSEN: As long as you use that as the basis for deciding, you 
won. 

HALSEY: There were sloppy teachers. No we might have taken it in 
History or English and it might haave turned out entirely 
differently. That's not the kind of thing we write up. 

HALSEY: How's Jack? 

End of tape. 
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