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----------  The Coaches ----------
Fran Bacon starts his sec­

ond season at the helm of
the Bridgeport varsity, seek­
ing to improve on his first-
year record of 8-6-1. He must
rebuild a mound staff hit
heavily through graduation
last year. His infield remains
intact, but the outfield is a
big question mark; only one
returning starter is back from
last season.

Bacon holds degrees from Southeastern Louisiana
College and the University of Connecticut. He was an
outstanding athlete and earned pitching tryouts with
major league clubs. Before coming to the University,
he coached at E. 0. Smith High School in Storrs, Conn.
for 11 years and at Eastern Connecticut State College
for one year.

In addition to his baseball duties, he is the varsity
soccer coach. Last year the Bridgeport soccer team
posted a 6-6-2 mark. Bacon teaches in the Arnold
College Division at the University.

Mainert (Sandy) Peterson,
a graduate assistant at the
University, will serve as the
junior varsity baseball coach
this season. Peterson played
four years of baseball at St.
Mark’s Prep School in South-
boro, Mass.

He played soccer at Yale
in his collegiate days, where
he was named an honorable
mention All-American as a

sophomore. He coached the freshman soccer team last
season. Peterson succeeds Dan Wade, last year’s Frosh
coach, who finished his studies at the University.

--------Athletic Director--------
Dr. Herbert Glines, Athletic

Director, has been guiding
the athletic program at the
University for 24 years. He
has been at the helm ever
since the school gained Uni­
versity status. He directed
Bridgeport basketball teams
for 13 years before giving up
his coaching chores in 1960.

As Athletic Director, Dr.
Glines oversees an ever-ex­

panding inter-collegiate sports program. The University
fields teams in eight sports: football, soccer, basket­
ball, baseball, track and field, cross country, tennis,
and golf. Freshman teams are competing in most of
them also.

He is a 1941 graduate of the University of New
Hampshire where he-played football, basketball, and
lacrosse. He received his master’s and doctoral degrees
from Columbia University and is a professor in the
mathematics department of the University.

1971 VARSITY SQUAD — Front Row (left to right): Mike Wood, Steve Murphy, Tom Holleran, co-captain Craig Scalzo, co­
captain Larry Carino, John Simone, Ron DeFeo, Roger Pinches. Second Row — Jim Gisonde, John Wright, Tim Haggerty,
Rocco Veronesi, Jim Hayden, Rick Smith, Dave Williams, Steve Broder. Third Row — manager Harry Hollis, Al Held, Ar­
nold Weinberg, Bill Farrell, Mike Simmarano, Pete Bregy, Dan Suwak, trainer Harry Specht. Fourth Row — Junior Varsity
Coach Sandy Peterson, Head Coach Fran Bacon.

1971 VARSITY ROSTER

NAME HGT. WGT. YR. POS. HOME TOWN

Bregy, Pete 6'1" 172 Jr. P. Hempstead, N.Y.
Broder, Steve 6'2" 195 Jr. P. Bayside, N.Y.
Carino, Larry 5'10” 175 Sr. s.s. Ridgewood, NJ.
Danowski, Dave 5'11" 173 Jr. p. Stratford, Conn.
DeFeo, Ron 5'10" 190 Jr. 3B. Stratford, Conn.
Farrell, Bill 5'7" 145 Fr. I.F. New Britian, Conn.
Gisonde, Jim 6'2" 210 Jr. P. Croton, N.Y.
Haggerty, Tim 5'10" 176 Jr. O.F. Brooklyn, N.Y.
Hayden, Jim 5'10" 175 Jr. C. Bealon, N.Y.
Held, Al 6’1" 190 So. C. Elmont, N.Y.
Holleran, Tom 6'1" 175 Sr. C. Floral Park, N.Y.
Murphy, Steve 5'6" 160 Sr. O.F. Porchester, N.Y.
Pinches, Roger 5'10" 175 Sr. O.F. Teaneck, N.J.
Scalzo, Craig 5'4" 165 Sr. 2B. Cheshire, Conn.
Simmarano, Mike 6'0" 195 Jr. C. Worcester, Mass.
Simone, John 5'11" 190 Jr. IB. Worcester, Mass.
Smith, Rick 6'3" 205 So. P. Plainville, Mass.
Suwak, Dan 5'10" 175 So. O.F. Binghamton, N.Y.
Veronesi, Rocco 6'1" 210 Jr. IB. Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Weinberg, Arnold 5'9" 150 Jr. O.F. Oceanside, N.Y.
Williams, Dave 5'10" 203 Jr. P. Lancaster, Pa.
Wood, Mike 6'1" 180 Sr. O.F. Essex, Mass.
Wright, John 5’11" 185

Head Coach - Fran Bacon
J.V. Coach - Sandy Peterson

So. P. Binghamton, N.Y.

Manager - Harry Hollis
Trainer - Harry Specht

Co-captains-Larry Carino and Craig Scalzo

Sports Information Director - Dick Ondek
(203) 384-0711, ext 638

ALL-TIME BASEBALL RECORD
Season W L T Captains Coach
1949 1 10 0 Lou Suchenski Herbert E. Glines
1950 3 7 0 Larry Bross Herbert E. Glines
1951
1952
1953

3 8 0
No Team
No Team

Emmett Lyons Herbert E. Glines

1954 9 4 0 Dennis Callahan John McKeon
1955 5 12 0 Jimmy Davins John McKeon
1956 6 6 0 Lorin Beresnyak John McKeon
1957 7 12 0 John McKeon
1958 10 6 0 Lou Saccone
1959 11 7 0 John Aslan Bob DiSpirito
1960 8 7 0 John Giampaolo Bob DiSpirito
1961 7 10 0 Ev Thorpe

Richie DiMuro
Bob DiSpirito

1962 ‘13 8 0 Al Koperwhats
Nick Gennaro

Bob DiSpirito

1963 12 6 0 Jerry Amorosana
Ron Bonolio

Bob DiSpirito

1964 6 12 0 Ed Rowe Bob DiSpirito
1965 7 11 0 Jerry McGee

Steve Pjura
Phil Liebrock

1966 6 14 0 Butch Veronesi Joe Bean
1967 11 6 0 Tom DeFeo Joe Bean
1968 12 8 0 Dennis Empie

Bob Hurlebaus
Joe Bean

1969 13 10 0 Dennis Empie
Don Barnes
Charlie Stand

Joe Bean

1970 8 6 1 Rich Buonpane
John Santorella

Fran Bacon

‘Includes NCAA New England Regional Base­
ball Tournament. UB lost to Holy Cross
(5-2), beat Boston College (4-3), lost to
Vermont (5-4, in 13 innings).



----------The Prospects----------

PITCHING — Inexperience will be the main factor for
Purple Knight hurlers this season. Lost through gradu­
ation were Dennis Katona and Mike Schmitz, who led
the team in innings pitched last season. Making up
for the loss are newcomers Dave Williams, Rick Smith,
Jim Gisonde, and John Pirani. Smith could be the
bellweather this year, coming off a fine freshman
season. Williams and Gisonde have junior college ex­
perience. Ron DeFeo may be used as a relief man; last
year he had a 0.00 earned run average in 12'/3 innings.
Dave Danowski, another newcomer, will be used main­
ly for relief. Steve Broder returns from last year's
staff.

CATCHING — Last year's catcher, Terry Spraker, is
gone. Filling his shoes will be difficult; Spraker pos­
sessed a fine arm and was a reliable hitter. Six candi­
dates are fighting for the backstop position; Al Held,
up from last year's frosh, may have the inside track.
John Cottrell, Jim Hayden, Tom Holleran, Pete Serino,
and Mike Simmarano are the others trying for the
spot. The best arm and the hottest bat will probably
win the job.

INFIELD — Probably the best in New England. Return­
ing from last year's squad, which made only seven
errors, are third baseman Ron DeFeo, shortstop Larry
Carino, and second baseman Craig Scalzo. The latter
two are this season's co-captains. DeFeo made one
error and Scalzo was errorless last season. Carino and
Scalzo form the best double-play combination in the
school's history. Carino has exceptional range and a
strong arm; having led the team in home runs and
triples last season, he adds the long ball threat. Scalzo
also possesses excellent range and handles the pivot
around the keystone sack very well; he is a speedy
baserunner, who Coach Bacon likes to have aboard in
clutch situations; he is the type of hitter who meets
the ball, striking out only twice last season. DeFeo was
on last year's All-New England team as a sophomore;
with an average over .400 for much of the season, he
led the team in hitting with a .359. He led the team by
rapping out 23 hits, most of them on the club, includ­
ing seven doubles. In the field, DeFeo has a strong
arm and a good range to cover the hot corner. At first
base for the Knights this year will be either, John
Simone or freshman Rocco Veronesi, with hitting de­
ciding the first-string position. The Bridgeport mentor
is very enthusiastic about his infield, both offensive
and defensive.

OUTFIELD — The big question mark for the Knights
this season. Only Roger Pinches returns from last
year’s squad. He has fine speed in the outfield and
batted .293 last season, good enough for second place
on the club. Gone are Rich Buonpane and John San-
torella, who provided last season’s club with an excel­
lent outer defense. Steve Murphy and Bill Farrell, a
freshman, should be at the top of the heap for the two
remaining positions. Arnie Weinberg, Mike Wood, Tim
Haggerty, Tom Luisi, and Leon March will make the
competition for the starting berths very tough.

CONSENSUS — Coach Bacon greeted 55 candidates
looking for a spot on both the varsity and J.V. teams.
Freshmen could help this year’s club in the outfield
if a couple of them stick. The infield and catching
positions look very strong. If the outfield shapes up the
way Coach Bacon hopes, and the pitchers live up to
their junior college expectations, the Purple Knights
could improve on last year's 8-6-1 record.

----------- Co-Captains-----------

LARRY CARINO — The starting shortstop
for three varsity campaigns, Carino has displayed ex­
ceptionally fine fielding ability and a strong arm. Last
season he led the team in home runs and triples: he
tied Craig Scalzo for the team lead in runs-batted-in.
The senior physical education major is expected to
continue his fine defensive play and add some impor­
tant hits to the Knight's offense.

From Ridgewood, NJ., he had a great freshman
season, batting .363. He tailed off in his first varsity
campaign, but bounced back last year. Carino was an
all-county choice in high school; he was chosen to be
on the all-star teams in the Connie Mack League and
in the Metropolitan League in New Jersey.

CRAIG SCALZO — Scalzo was the regular
second baseman last season, his first year with the
Knights after transferring from Yankton (S.D.) College.
He displayed excellent range and committed only one
error the entire season, in the last game of the year.
Scalzo handles the pivot at second base very well and
with Carino could provide the best double-play combin­
ation in New England.

A senior physical education major from Cheshire,
Conn., Scalzo was a member of the All-Housatonic team
in high school and a member of the Yankton team that
won the Tri-State Championship. He hopes to go into
teaching and coaching after graduation.



Meet the Knights

RICK SMITH — Smith is the
top pitching prospect on the
team. He could be the main­
stay of the Knight mound
staff. The big, strong left­
hander is up from a fine
freshman season with out­
standing credentials.

A physical education major
from Plainville. Mass., Smith

was named to the all-league team and selected for
the Boston Globe All-Scholastic squad his senior year
at King Philip Regional High School.

DAVE WILLIAMS — Williams
is a junior college transfer
who should add some depth
to the pitching corps. A
strong righthander, he was
named outstanding athlete at
Harford Junior College, Bel-
Air, Maryland, before enrol­
ling at Bridgeport.

From Lancaster, Pa., Wil­
liams received all-league honors in high school for
football and baseball. At Harford, he was captain of
the football and basketball teams.

RON DEFEO — Last season,
as a sophomore, DeFeo won
the most valuable player
award and the team batting
title. He led he team in
doubles with seven and was
named to the District 1 All­
New England team. His .359
average was one of the best
in New England college play.

DeFeo is the third baseman in a Knight infield which
could be the best in New England. He handles his
position well and has a strong arm, which has im­
pressed pro scouts.

DeFeo led his Stratford High School team to the
state schoolboy championship his senior year; he
was selected to the All-State team for two years. He
is being counted on by Coach Bacon as a relief pitcher.
beside his infield duties. Last year he hurled 12
innings and did not give up a run. DeFeo is Bridge­
port's top candidate for post-season honors.

BILL FARRELL —An infielder
by trade, Farrell will be
switched to the outfield this
season in an effort to
strengthen the outer garden.

From Berlin, Conn., Farrell,
a mathematics major, at­
tended St. Thomas Aquinas
High School where he cap­
tained his baseball and bas­

ketball teams. He was an All-State selection in basket­
ball and the leading hitter on the baseball team.
Farrell, a freshman, was a key member of this year's
Bridgeport frosh basketball squad.

STEVE MURPHY — Used
sparingly as an outfielder
last season, Murphy could
move right into a starting
role this season. He pos­
sesses a strong throwing arm
and, good defensive range.
Murphy has great desire and
tremendous hustle.

A football standout at Port
Chester (N.Y.) High School, Murphy is now a senior
physical education major. He'll be in the thick of the
battle for a first string assignment.

all-league in baseball

AL HELD — The leading can­
didate to win the starting
catching position for the
Knights, Held is a sophomore
with a fine arm and an ade­
quate bat. He was impressive
on last year's freshman team.

A three year performer at
Holy Cross School in Elmont,
N.Y., Held was chosen for the

and football. He is the early
favorite to succeed graduate Terry Spraker behind the
plate.

the outfield.

ROGER PINCHES — Pinches
is the only returning out­
fielder for the Knights this
season. He batted .293 last
season, good enough for sec­
ond place on the club. He
fell off his fine sophomore
season when he batted .409.
Pinches has a fine arm and
has good defensive speed in

A physical education major from Teaneck, N.J.,
Pinches was an all-county selection on his high school
team, which captured state championship honors. He
also lettered in football. Coach Bacon expects him to
have a banner year in his final campaign.

JOHN SIMONE — One of
three players to be used at
first base last season, Simone
is a fine fielding first base­
man. He could win the start­
ing job.

A junior physical educa­
tion major from Worcester,
Mass., Simone was captain
of the North High School

baseball team his senior year. Simone was a four-letter-
man as a schoolboy athlete.

his big stick can be put
He is the brother of

England short stop for
years ago. Coach Bacon
to add long-ball punch

ROCCO VERONESI — Veron-
esi is a junior college trans­
fer from Dutchess Community
College, where he batted over
.400 for two years. He was
voted the most valuable play­
er his last season at Dutch­
ess. Normally a second base­
man, Rocco will try to make
the shift to first base where
to use.
Butch Veronesi, an All-New
the Purple Knights several

expects the 210-pound junior
to the club's attack.



1971 JUNIOR VARSITY SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Site Time
April 12 Army Plebes Away 3:30 p.m.
April 17 Springfield

(Doubleheader)
Away l-.OO p.m.

April 21 Yale Away 3:00 p.m.
April 24 Central Connecticut HOME 2:00 p.m.
May 1 Southern Connecticut HOME 2:00 p.m.
May 5 Central Connecticut Away 3:00 p.m.
May 11 New Haven Away 3:00 p.m.
May 13 Quinnipiac HOME 3:00 p.m.

1971 VARSITY SCHEDULE
Date Opponent Site Time
April 2 St. John’s Away 3:00 p.m.
April 5 Fairleigh Dickinson U. Away 3:00 p.m.
April 6 Herbert H. Lehman HOME 2:00 p.m.
April 7 Sacred Heart University HOME 2:00 p.m.
April 10 Adelphi University Away 2.00 p.m.
April 12 Central Connecticut HOME 2:00 p.m.
April 15 Long Island University HOME 2:00 p.m.
April 17 St. Peter’s College Away 2:00 p.m.
April 19 Iona College Away 3:00 p.m.
April 20 Hartford University Away 3:00 p.m.
April 24 American International Away 2:00 p.m.
April 26 Fairfield University Away 3:00 p.m.
April 28 Quinnipiac College HOME 2:00 p.m.
May 1 Springfield College

(Doubleheader) Away 1:00 p.m.
May 4 U.S. Coast Guard Away 3:30 p.m.
May 6 Western Connecticut HOME 3:00 p.m.
May 8 Providence College Away 1:30 p.m.
May 12 Sacred Heart University Away 3:00 p.m.
May 17 Southern Connecticut HOME 2:00 p.m.

QUICK FACTS ABOUT UB
Athletic Director: Dr. Herbert E. Glines
Assistant to the Athletic Director.- Fran Poisson
Sports Information Director: Dick Ondek
Colors: Purple and White
Nickname: Purple Knights
Home Games: Seaside Park, Bridgeport
University Telephone: Area Code 203, 384-0711
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