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Overview

The premise of this poster 1s to understand the
causes of juvenile delinquency as viewed
through three specific criminological theories:
Soctal Control Theory, Social Learning Theory,
and Labeling Theory. These theoretical
explanations are also known as Soctal Process

Approach in Criminology

This poster also analyzes the relevance of the
researchers who proposed theories and how
they tmpacted the Criminal Justice world.

Lastly, the poster focuses on the effecttveness of
prevention and rehabilitation methods, and what

the government has done to deter juvenile
delinquency.

Objectives

This poster looks at the leading contributing
factors to juvenile delinquency such as
educational opportunity, and family and friend
circles, and stigmatization.

Lastly, this review suggests new ideas that could
be utilized for new prevention methods to help
intervene more thoroughly in the effective
deterrence of juvenile delinquency and
problematic juvenile behavior.

Theories Applied

* Social Learning Theories are group of theortes

argue that people learn the techniques and
attitudes of crime from close relationships with
criminal/delinquent peers. In their studies on
delinquent juveniles, Sutherland (1972), Burgess
&Akers (1966) and many theorist found strong
empirical evidence to support this claim. SLT 1s
composed of four main components: 1)
differenttal assoctations, 2) definitions (defining
what 1s acceptable what 1s not), 3) differential
reinforcement, and 4) imitation.

Travis Hircht (1969) 1s one of the main theorist.
He argued that deviance occurs when a person’s
attachment to the social bond 1s weakened. Most
people internalize soctal norms because of thetr
attachments to others. Weak attachment to the
conventional people and their opinions, weak
commitment to the conventional soctal
enterprises, like school, weak mnvolvement 1n
legitimate-law abiding activity, and weak belief 1n
conventional values and validity of law lead
delinquency.

Ken Plummer (2001) discusses labeling theory as
applied to juvenile criminality. He suggests that

sending someone to prison/jail because of a

deviant act might help the person in becoming
more criminal by stigmatizing the offender (1.e.
labeling them) because he/she has little left to
lose after stigmatization. Labeling may deprive
individuals from job opportunities, romantic
relationship, positive friendships.
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Prevention methods
applied

By involving police 1n school to teach
juventiles about the dangers of
delinquency and the consequences, it
gves mnsight to juventiles to not engage
in those behaviors.

DuBots (2022) states that
“Interventions implemented outside
of the juvenile justice system are
widely utilized with youth offenders to
decrease the likelthood of recidivism.
To the extent they are effective in
preventing future offending, these
types of interventions can be expected
to improve long-term outcomes for

the youth involved and, if
implemented at sufficient scale, the
overall quality of life within

communities.”’

The Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention was created in
an effort to fight for the justice of
juventles. Their programs include
family drug courts, emergency
planning for juvenile residential
facilities, and preventing youth hate
crimes & tdentity-based bullying
initiatives to help deter juvenile
delinquency.

Less stigmatizing sentencing methods
could help individuals to reintegrate
within conventional society.

Programs/policies target attachment,
commitment, involvement of juveniles
to conventional institutions,
individuals, values, groups would help
them to find diverse avenues for
growth.

Conclusions

The application of theortes help us understand
the causes (and prevention) of juvenile
delinquency to a greater extent. Creating a
posttive behavioral environment for juveniles in
which family and friend circles and better
educational opportunities are involved (to model
appropriate behavior), will keep juventiles from
engaging in delinquent behavior.

The push for high levels of control on juveniles
will keep them away from deviant behavior as
they do not want to disappoint thetr family and
friend circles.

The social responses to crimes committed by
juveniles should not focus on stigmatizing
juventles as delinquents. It should focus on the
reactions of soctety and how they shape what 1s
constdered a delinquent act and how to
posttively reinforce prosocial behavior. This will
gtve juventles a better opportunity for improving
themselves and engaging less in such acts.

The effecttveness of prevention methods 1n
deterring juvenile delinquency are successful
when police are involved 1n schools as 1t teaches
juventles of the consequences of deviant acts.
Implantation of mentors, citizen involvement,
soctal workers, high involvement of family and
friend circles will create a mottvational factor for
juventles to be less involved 1n delinquency.

These prevention methods are effective when
the government 1s involved in the process of
creating a system that favors juveniles. Programs
such as anti-bullying, rehabilitation programs
that re-entry juventles 1n communtties, along
with educational improvement, reduces strains
and creates an increase in control.

Therefore, with the continuation of these
prevention methods, the deterrence of juvenile
delinquency will continue to improve, and 1t will
favor juveniles 1n being a part of a community
that keeps them safe and gives them of a better
opportunity to engage in posittve behavior.
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